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The trees must be removed
The recent storms have highlighted how vulnerable we are to acts of nature 
and weather. How to minimise the destruction and loss of life from these 
events must now be foremost in our minds as we await the next such event. 
It matters little whether Ophelia or Brian were harbingers of climate change 
or occasional weather events such as Hurricanes Charlie and Debbie, 
Storms Darwin and Doris, and the Big Wind of 1839. It is clear that there are 
practical and financially affordable, preventative measures that can be taken 
to minimise the effects of these storms, leaving aside the longer-term debate 
over the practicalities or affordability of trying to prevent or curb the events 
themselves through climate change mitigation strategies.
The removal of all trees in the vicinity of power lines must now be fully 
considered and acted upon. It is estimated that up to 90 per cent of 
electricity outages are caused by trees falling on power lines. This is entirely 
preventable. Remove the threat of trees falling on lines by removing the trees. 
It really is as simple as that. This will not involve denuding the countryside of 
trees. There will be plenty of trees left and plenty of opportunities to replant 
away from power lines.
It is still a considerable task to embark on and priority initially should be 
given to removing those trees in the vicinity of high-voltage power lines, 
because these lines service large regions and populations of people. This 
work should be tendered to contractors who have the necessary machinery 
and expertise to carry out the work.
The reality is that many of the offending trees in the countryside are 
randomly seeded growths that have emerged since the Rural Electrification 
Scheme was implemented in the late 1940s. They are not, in the main, 
specimen trees that were deliberately planted under or near power lines.
The second phase of a tree removal strategy on the grounds of safety and 
electrical power continuity would be the removal of trees from minor power 
lines, especially those adjacent to roads and houses. If we wish to encourage 
a replanting regime out of potential ‘harm’s way’ then that would be all the 
better. It is not as if this tree removal policy would result in a wastage of a 
natural resource. As we turn more towards renewable energy, this timber can 
be utilised in household stoves, used for wood pelleting and added to the 
timber market generally.
A third, and possibly more contentious, phase of this tree removal policy 
must involve the felling of trees adjacent to roads. We have too many 
people injured and killed from trees and branches falling across roads not 
to take such a proposal seriously and engage in the logistics of the operation 
urgently. 
There is an additional rationale for pursuing this tree removal policy. Ash 
dieback disease will result in many hundreds of thousands of ash trees 
decaying over the next two decades. Considerable numbers of ash trees are 
among the offenders in terms of falling on power lines so, in some respects, 
we would be merely anticipating the inevitable as well as increasing safety 
and the security of electricity supply to our homes and businesses.
A roadside-tree removal policy would fundamentally alter the visual aspect of 
our roads and countryside. It would not necessarily degrade or diminish our 
roadside environment. It would save lives and that, ultimately, must be the 
decisive factor in taking such an initiative.
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FBD sponsorship
FBD has signed an agreement with RTÉ to 
sponsor the Marian Finucane show for the next 
12 months. The cost to FBD is a cool €200k. 
The show, which previously was sponsored by 
The Sunday Business Post, has a listenership of 
350,000 and is prime-time weekend radio on 
Saturday and Sunday mornings. FBD is Ireland’s 
only indigenous insurer and is the leading insurer 
for Irish farms, with almost 80 per cent of that 
market.

Eir out of touch
If you do a search on the internet for Eir, the 
company is described as a fixed, mobile and 
broadband communications company in Ireland. 
They emphasise that the company is the largest 
communications supplier in the country. In the 
aftermath of Hurricane Ophelia last month, 
Eir announced that over 150,000 costumers 
throughout Ireland had no broadband due to the 
weather. While I appreciate that the company 
had no control over the hurricane, the notion 
that we have accessible, up-to-speed broadband 
at anytime throughout the country, is laughable. 
For the most part, we have decent broadband 
in the cities and some large towns, but can be 
classified as substandard when it comes to 
coverage outside of urban and suburban Ireland. 
The reality is that the lack of broadband coverage 
is a disgrace. The Government needs to prioritise 
monies in order to bring rural Ireland up to speed 
– literally. Without fast and reliable broadband, 
rural Ireland’s economic prospects are greatly 
diminished.

 www.irishfarmersmonthly.com
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Get your conference  
hit in early
Any dairy farmer who wants a 
confidence boost before the calving 
starts in 2018 will be spoilt for choice 
with two top-class dairy conferences 
scheduled for January. On January 
10 and 11, the Positive Farmers 
Dairy Conference takes place at 
the Radisson Blu Hotel in Cork. 
With the suitably upbeat, if rather 
exuberant, theme of ‘Making the 
good times last’, the two-day event 
will feature international speakers 
as well as home-grown experts on 
subjects as diverse as prudent farm 
management, succession planning, 
labour efficiency and financial 

sustainability. Meanwhile the Irish Grassland Association (IGA) will also 
host its annual dairy conference in January with an impressive line-up of 
speakers. It takes place on January 17 in the Charleville Park Hotel and 
includes Moorepark’s Pat Dillon and Laurence Shalloo, as well as some 
of our best grassland dairy farmers among the contributors. Profit targets 
and labour-management practices are just two of the agenda items at 
what promises to be a sell-out event going on previous attendance figures. 
With one in four Irish dairy herds now exceeding the 100-cow mark, the 
IGA conference is an opportunity to reflect on how herd expansion is to 
be best managed in order to maximise profitability while retaining a focus 
on grass-based milk production.

People on the move
MSD Animal Health Ireland has announced 
that Seamus Maguire is to retire from his 
position as general manager at the end of 
2017. Fergal Morris (pictured), currently head 
of the MSD Animal Health Ireland ruminants 
business unit, will take over as general 
manager on January 1, 2018. Seamus joined 
the company in 1987 and was appointed 
general manager in 1997. Under his leadership, 
MSD Animal Health has become the market 
leader for animal health products on the Irish 
market with 37 per cent market share. Seamus 
had extensive experience in the animal health 
industry, when, back in the 1980s and 1990s, 

mergers were the order of the day. Over the years, Seamus worked with 
a range of companies including Coopers, Coopers Pitman Moore and 
Schering Plough. MSD was borne out of yet another merger, between 
Schering Plough and Intervet, creating MSD. He is highly respected in the 
industry and his biggest legacy is in leaving MSD Animal Health as market 
leader. We wish him well in his retirement.

  

        

•	Now	approved	for	dairy	cows	during	the	dry	period

•	Contains	triclabendazole,	the	only	flukicide	to	kill	all	3	stages	of	liver	fluke

•	Earliest	possible	fluke	kill	improves	health,	minimises	production	loses: 
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Smart farming paying off
The  latest report on the Smart Farming programme 
shows that participation in the programme is paying 
off handsomely. It’s a voluntary initiative led by IFA, 
in conjunction with the Environmental Protection 
Agency. One-thousand farmers will have participated 
in the programme by the end of 2017, with detailed 
resource-efficiency assessments, cost-saving studies and 
environmental mitigation plans completed on 38 farms. 
The programme’s target this year was to achieve an 
average cost saving of €5k and a reduction of 5 per cent 
to 7 per cent in greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions for 
each participating farm. Both have been surpassed. The 
headline results include average cost-saving on farms of 
€8,700, with livestock farms achieving an average cost-
saving of €6,900 and the average dairy farm participant 
gaining €10,200 from reductions in production costs. 
Overall, it is estimated that an impressive 21 per cent 
saving in costs due to improved grassland management 
was recorded on participating farms. A breakdown of 
the individual components that delivered cost savings 
on farms shows that improved soil fertility management 
accounted for 47 per cent of the total savings, on average. 
With a focus in the Smart Farming programme on 
delivering reductions in GHG emissions, it is particularly 
encouraging to note that a 10 per cent average reduction 
was achieved through mitigating measures pursued on 
the participating farms.

Creed on backfoot
The decision by Paschal Donohoe to implement a 
threefold increase Stamp Duty on land and other 
commercial properties in Budget 2018 caught Minister 
Michael Creed on the hop. Usually alert to potential 
political banana skins, Creed and his team seemed to be 
less than familiar with the actual breakdown in land sales 
between intra-family transfers qualifying for Stamp Duty 
relief and the proportion sold on the open market and 
not allowed for the early land transfer encouragement 
measures. After much lobbying from farm organisations 
and rural TDs, some softening of the Stamp Duty increase 
as it pertains to agricultural land was secured, including 
allowing relief on land sales and transfers within the farm 
family outside of the prescribed age limitations. While 
this compromise is to be generally welcomed, it does have 
the unintended side effect of negating the rationale of 

having an upper-age limit on Stamp Duty relief for land 
transfers. This was intended to encourage early transfer. 
That financial encouragement will now be greatly diluted 
if not entirely removed. With the Department of Finance 
focusing on how it can get more tax out of agriculture, 
this time through tripling Stamp Duty on land sales, it 
may be tempting to look at further tax measures to lift the 
productivity of underutilised land while also harvesting 
another few million euro from a sector with hugely 
valuable assets, which, in many cases, deliver very low 
returns to the landowners. The reality is that much of the 
agricultural land of Ireland is producing far less than its 
potential. But, a Land Tax is too politically controversial 
a phrase to be even considered by this Government. A 
differently configured grouping after the next General 
Election might take a different attitude!

Awards nominations for  
Irish Farmers Monthly
Irish Farmers Monthly and irishfarmersmonthly.com 
have been nominated for 2017 Irish Magazine Awards.
The publication has been nominated in the categories 
of Business Magazine of the Year and Digital Product of 
the Year for its website, irishfarmersmonthly.com
In total, IFP Media, publisher of Irish Farmers Monthly, 
has been nominated for 14 awards. IFP Media is the 
current Magazines Ireland Publishing Company of 
the Year. The media house publishes a wide range 
of magazines across multiple sectors, including Irish 
Farmers Monthly, Irishfood, Veterinary Ireland Journal, 
SIMI Irish Motor Management, Zoo Matters, GP Ireland 
and Surgical Scope.
For over 40 years, the company has established an 
unrivalled position in the delivery of science, technical 
and professional communications, working with 
a diverse range of development and membership 
organisations, including Bord Bia, Enterprise Ireland, 
the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, 
the FAI, RCSI, NAGP, the RDS, Dublin Zoo, Teagasc, 
ICMSA, the National Dairy Council, SIMI and Veterinary 
Ireland.
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Farm Focus: young stock
As young stock start coming into the sheds from faraway paddocks 
and fields, InTouch is busy helping put plans in place for both dairy 
and beef cattle.  
Making every day count is very important regardless of diet and 
destination next spring. As stated in previous articles, we cannot 
overstate the importance of testing silage as this will make up 70-80 
per cent of the diet and will determine what gain will be achieved and 
how much concentrate will be needed or saved.  
Knowing animal weights around the housing period is essential, thus 
weighing scales or weighing services are getting more popular on 
farm. To the ‘untrained eye’, guessing weights is very difficult and often 
inaccurate, so, at the very minimum, we should be looking to weigh a 
selection of weanlings.  
Setting a target for daily gain based on the weight we need to achieve 
the next springtime is essential in achieving results. For example, if 
we need replacement heifers at 350kg on May 1 for breeding and they 
are hitting 230kg as they come in around mid-November, what is the 
plan? Following an accurate silage analysis, InTouch will be able to 
develop a nutritional plan to achieve the desired outcome. 
If these animals are going to grass in mid-March, they will have 
about 30 days, after adjusting, to put on up to 30kg. This leaves about 
90kg of growth required between mid-November to mid-March 
(120 days) or 0.75kg of live weight gain per day. Based on 65 dry 
matter digestibility (DMD) silage, these animals will need up to 3kg 
of concentrate along with this silage. This is usually fed every second 
day, silage quality permitting, by most of our Keenan customers to 
save on time and labour.  
Taking control of protein levels in these diets is essential in achieving 
both weight gain and the required physical frame. Feeding a lot of 
barley, low protein beef mixes, or higher-energy forages like whole 
crop is not going to achieve the required protein levels. Every year, we 
get a lot of enquiries asking what the best source of protein is, and if 
there is an alternative to soya, with Optigen being one such product.  
In addition to a good vaccination and worming programme, immunity 
can also be driven by a good selection of minerals, with Selplex and 
Bioplex minerals playing a key role here. 

Mulchrone Brothers  
extends partnership with Kubota 
Mulchrone Brothers Ltd has recently extended its partnership 
with manufacturer, Kubota UK.
“Continuously adapting to the ever-changing requirements 
of our customers, whether they be local authority or private 
farmers, is crucial to our success. Having supplied Kubota’s 
wide range of agricultural machinery for many years, we 
know first-hand the durability, reliability and sustainability 
that its vehicles offer,” said Dominic Mulchrone, co-owner of 
Mulchrone Brothers Ltd.
Regional customers can now purchase a range of Kubota’s 
groundcare machinery including the L Series, B Series and 
STW Series compact tractors, along with the RTV range. 
Adrian Langmead, groundcare business development manager 
for Kubota UK, said: “This announcement is all about 
strengthening our product and service offering in this key 
region. Kubota’s partnership with Mulchrone Brothers goes 
back nearly 14 years based on the quality and performance of 
our machines and the first class service Mulchrone Brothers 
provides. It’s an exciting development and one which we are 
delighted to announce to the market.”

Ploughing returns to Co Offaly
 
Next year’s National Ploughing Championships will take place in Screggan, Tullamore, 
Co Offaly, from September 18-20. Making the announcement at the National Ploughing 
Association (NPA) Dinner and Awards in the Bridge House Hotel, were: Mick Mahon, 
Offaly NPA Director; Anna May McHugh, NPA Managing Director; James Sutton, NPA 
President; and Denis Keohane, NPA chairman. Photo: Alf Harvey.
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Dréacht-Chlár Gníomhaíochta  
maidir le Níotráití 

Public Consultation on Strategic Environmental 
Assessment and Appropriate Assessment

The Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government has 
published the draft Fourth Nitrates Action Programme and invites 
submissions, observations and comments on the proposed programme 
during a four week public consultation process.  
In accordance with the Strategic Environmental Assessment 
(SEA) Directive 2001/42/EC, as transposed into Irish law, an SEA 
Environmental Report and non-technical summary have been prepared 
on the likely significant environmental effects of implementing the draft 
programme.  In addition, a Natura Impact Statement has been prepared 
to ascertain if the draft programme could significantly impact on any site 
designated for conservation as part of the Natura 2000 network.
A copy of the draft Fourth Nitrates Action Programme and associated 
environmental reports can be downloaded from the Department’s 
website at www.housing.gov.ie or may be inspected at the Department’s 
offices during office hours, 9.30am to 5pm, Monday to Friday.
A written submission or observation on the draft programme or 
associated environmental reports can be made by email, preferably 
in ‘Word’ format, to waterquality@housing.gov.ie. Alternatively, 
responses can be posted to: Nitrates Action Programme Consultation, 
Water Quality Section, Department of Housing, Planning and Local 
Government, Government Buildings, Newtown Road, Wexford.
The final date for responses in respect of this consultation is noon on 
28 November 2017.

Draft Fourth Nitrates  
Action Programme
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Comhairliúcháin Poiblí ar Mheasúnacht Straitéiseach 
Timpeallachta agus ar Mheasúnú Cuí

A Tá an ceathrú dréacht-Chlár Gníomhaíochta maidir le Níotráití 
foilsithe ag an Roinn Tithíochta, Pleanála agus Rialtais Áitiúil agus 
fáilteofar roimh aighneachtaí, tuairimí agus barúlacha ar an gclár atá 
beartaithe le linn tréimhse comhairliúcháin poiblí a mhairfidh ar feadh 
ceithre seachtaine. 

I gcomhréir leis an Treoir um Measúnacht Straitéiseach Timpeallachta 
(MST) 2001/42/EC, mar atá sé trasuithe sa dlí in Éirinn, tá tuarascáil 
comhshaoil MST agus athchoimre neamhtheicniúil ullmhaithe maidir 
leis na héifeachtaí  comhshaoil ar dhócha iad a theacht as an dréacht-
Chlár a chur i bhfeidhm. Freisin, tá Ráiteas Tionchair Natura ullmhaithe 
ar mhaithe le fáil amach an mbeadh tionchar suntasach ag an dréacht-
Chlár ar aon suíomh ainmnithe le haghaidh caomhnú mar chuid de 
líonra Natura 2000. 

Is féidir dréacht-chóip den cheathrú Clár Gníomhaíochta maidir le 
Níotráití a íoslódáil ó shuíomh gréasáin na Roinne ag  
www.housing.gov.ie nó is féidir é a scrúdú ag oifigí na Roinne le linn na 
huaireanta oifige, 9.30am go 5pm, Dé Luain go Dé hAoine.

Is féidir aighneacht scríofa nó tuairim  ar an dréacht-Chlár, nó ar 
thuarascálacha gaolmhara a dhéanamh le r-phost, i bhformáid “Word” 
más féidir, chuig waterquality@housing.gov.ie. Mar mhalairt ar sin, is 
féidir freagraí a sheoladh tríd an bpost chuig: Comhairliúcháin ar an 
gClár Gníomhaíochta maidir le Níotráití, An Rannóg Cáilíochta Uisce, An 
Roinn Tithíochta, Pleanála agus Rialtais Áitiúil, Tithe an Rialtais, Bóthar 
an Bhaile Nua, Loch Garman,

Is é an spriocdáta do fhreagraí maidir leis an gcomhairliúcháin seo ná 
28 Samhain 2017 ag meán lae.

Five decades in business  
for Renault dealer

The Renault Dealer Awards were held at the Group’s Dealer Convention in Co Cavan last 
month. Pictured are Pat Cleary of Cleary Motors and Patrick Magee, Renault Group, who 
presented Cleary Motors with a special award for 50 years in business as a Renault 
dealership.

New dairy specialist at Teagasc
Emma-Louise Coffey has been appointed as a dairy 
knowledge-transfer specialist at Teagasc covering the south-
west region. 
Based at the Teagasc Moorepark campus in Fermoy, Emma-
Louise will support Teagasc dairy advisers, dairy farmers 
and the wider dairy industry to improve both technical and 
financial efficiency of dairy farms. She will work with the 
Teagasc dairy and grassland research teams to identify 
and implement relevant research and work with advisers 
to develop and expand the dairy advisory programme in 
conjunction with the dairy specialist team. 
Other priorities will include providing support to the Teagasc-
Dairygold and Teagasc-Kerry joint farm-development 
programmes and contributing to the development of industry 
initiatives.
From a dairy farming background in Toomevara, County 
Tipperary, Emma-Louise Coffey qualified with a BAgrSc 
(Animal Science) from University College Dublin (UCD) in 
2013. Following this, she completed a PhD in Animal Science 
with Teagasc and UCD. Her studies were based on the dairy 
herd at Curtin’s Research Farm, Teagasc Moorepark. Emma-
Louise worked with Dr Brendan Horan and carried out a 
comprehensive study to identify the appropriate stocking rate 
and dairy cow breed in order to maximise productivity and 
profitability within grass-based systems. 
Speaking following her appointment, Emma-Louise 
Coffey said: “Dairying in Ireland is undergoing a phase of 
considerable growth which presents an exciting opportunity 
for dairy farmers, albeit in an increasingly volatile production 
environment. 
"Improving grassland management, genetics and financial 
planning can play a significant role in reducing production 
costs, leading to increased financial sustainability. I look 
forward to working with my advisory and research colleagues 
at Teagasc, along with dairy farmers and industry partners, 
to improve the efficiency and profitability of dairy farms in 
Ireland.”
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Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine, Michael Creed, and Minister for 
Health, Simon Harris, have jointly launched 
iNAP, Ireland’s ‘One Health’ National Action 
Plan on Antimicrobial Resistance, 2017-2020.
Minister Creed said: “Antimicrobial 
resistance (AMR) is everyone’s problem 
and one that cannot be solved unless we all 
work together to find solutions. In the area 
of agriculture, solutions need to focus on 
optimising animal health, thereby reducing 
the need to use antibiotics in the first 
place and ensuring that when antibiotics 
are used, that they are used in accordance 
with prudent use guidelines. Good progress 
has already been made in certain areas but 

further work needs to be done if we are to 
combat the growing threat of AMR. Both 
Minister Harris and I believe that iNAP will 
give overarching support and direction to all 
the good work that is already in train across 
the different sectors at national level.”
The Ministers agreed that the production of 
this action plan is an important milestone 
on the path to combating AMR, and that 
“the real work starts today as together we set 
about implementing this ambitious plan for 
our future, for our children’s future and for 
all of global society”.
iNAP was developed following the WHO 
Global Action Plan on Antimicrobial 
Resistance. 
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Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine, Michael Creed.

Ministers launch national action plan on antimicrobial resistance

Tough times  
ask for a  
new kind of 
reliability.

MGX-III: The  
clever all-rounder
The Kubota MGX-III has many talents 
– but the most impressive one is its 
uncompromising reliability

    Highly efficient 4-cylinder engines with proven 
Kubota reliability

    Exceptionally versatile with intelligent and user 
friendly 8-speed power shift transmission

    Exceptional levels of comfort are provided by the 
large cab and clear arrangement of all controls

    Perfectly matched with all Kubota implements and 
retrofit  ISOBUS terminals
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Teagasc appoints new cattle knowledge transfer specialist
Teagasc has added to its team of beef specialists with the 
appointment of Vivian Silke as a cattle knowledge transfer 
specialist covering the West and Midlands region. Vivian 
joined Teagasc in 2000, working initially as a discussion 
group facilitator on a joint programme between Teagasc, 
Galway Livestock Marts and the IFA and has been working 
as the coordinator of the Beef Data Genomics Programme 
(BDGP) phase II training courses since February 2016. 
Based at the Teagasc Mellows Campus Athenry, Vivian joins 
the team of Teagasc cattle specialists led by Pearse Kelly, 
which includes Aidan Murray, Karen Dukelow and Alan 

Dillon and will be working with cattle farmers and the  
wider beef industry to increase the adoption of technology at 
farm level to improve the physical and financial performance 
on farms. 
He will work with Teagasc research teams in identifying 
and implementing relevant cattle research and work 
with advisers to develop and expand the beef advisory 
programme in conjunction with the drystock specialist 
team. Other priorities will include providing support for the 
joint Teagasc/industry programmes and contributing to the 
development of new industry initiatives.
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Kubota shares future vision of  
vehicle emission regulations at UK conference
Over 50 key independent dealer and distributor customers 
recently attended Kubota UK’s 2017 Engines Conference, 
entitled ‘Kubota – The Answer’ held at Mercedes Benz 
World. The conference gave Kubota UK’s engines division 
the opportunity to share its future vision of surpassing 
Stage V emission-regulation standards, due to come into 
force in 2019 / 20. The international delegates learnt 
more about Kubota Corporation’s commitment to being 
a major global brand and gained a deeper understanding 
of Kubota’s ‘customer-first’ strategy. “As a business,” said 
Daniel Grant, Kubota UK’s business development manager, 

“we are at the forefront of technological advancements in 
the diesel-engines market and invest heavily in research 
and development, improve fuel consumption, meet 

legislative standards and add value to our customers.” 
Kubota showcased a host of new Stage V ready-engine 
solutions, including its new 5.0L capacity V5009 engine 
model, which had previewed for the first time at ConExpo, 
the international trade show in Las Vegas, in March 2017. 
The new 09 Series, with mass production starting in 2020, 
pushes Kubota into the 200hp class for the first time – 
opening up new markets for the company to target. 
Following the conference, guests had the opportunity to test 
drive Mercedes vehicles on the racetrack, off-road circuit 
and skid pan at the Brooklands racing circuit. They also had 
a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to take on Perry McCarthy, 
BBC Top Gear’s original Stig, in driving simulators to try and 
beat his fastest lap.

Delegates from 13 countries around the world gathered at Kubota UK’s Engine Conference.

IFM_November_2017.indd   10 01/11/2017   15:02



 www.irishfarmersmonthly.com

 NOVEMBER 2017 11

 www.irishfarmersmonthly.com

BUSINESS NEWS NOVEMBER 2017 10

New Fendt branch opening in Offaly
One of the country’s longest-established farm machinery dealers is expanding in Birr, Co Offaly. 
Atkins started business in 1878 in Cork City and the company is now run by the fifth generation 
of the family. Today, in addition to Fendt, it lists McHale, Pottinger, Major, Bredal, Bogballe and 
Vaderstad among its machinery offerings, while depots in the towns of Fermoy and Bandon 
have also been added along the way. Managing director, Mark Wolfe, said they have been busy 
modifying the new premises at Birr to make it dealership-ready. “We took over occupancy of 
the new premises in September and have been developing the building ever since. Birr is ideally 
situated to be the main hub for Fendt as we already have staff working there and, of course, 
because its location is so central. “The branch will have six full-time employees including Trevor 
Richardson as branch manager, all of whom have considerable experience of working with Fendt 
machines. The retail business here will be focused on Fendt and will offer the full Fendt portfolio.” 
Atkins is inviting the farming community to its forthcoming open days at Birr, on Friday and 
Saturday, November 3 and 4, 2017. In addition to the Atkins hospitality and a full line-up of Fendt 
tractors, including the Fendt 1050, other attractions on display will feature a Katana forager and 
one of the latest combine harvesters.

Atkins managing director, Mark Wolfe.

The Anuga Food Fair attracted a large 
Irish contingent this year with 34 
food companies represented amid 
positive indications that the growth 
in Irish food exports to Germany is 
set to continue. The German grocery 
retail market was worth €234bn in 
2016 and is forecast to be worth 
€259bn by 2021 and is now Ireland’s 
sixth largest food export market with 
€600m of product sold there last year. 
Anuga was also an eye-opener into 
how competitive the international 
food market is for our exporters. In 
the meat sector alone, alongside all 
of the European beef sellers, were 
representatives of the US, Brazilian, 
Argentinian, Australian and Canadian 
beef processors and exporters. There 
are no easily accessed markets in the 
international beef trade. Nevertheless, 
Irish beef processors have been making 
impressive inroads with beef exports 
rising to €142m in 2016 from €92m 
just four years ago. In relation to Irish 
sheepmeat, the continues to diversify 
sales with Germany now becoming a 
very important outlet for the product. 
In 2015, Ireland exported over 42,000 

tonnes of sheepmeat across the globe 
with a total value of €232m. Last year, 
export sales increased by 14 per cent, 
with sales of sheepmeat to Germany 
increasing by one quarter to 4,500 
tonnes, worth €28m. This coincides 
with significantly increased exports to 
Belgium, Sweden and Poland also.
The biggest exporter of Irish sheepmeat 
to Germany is Irish Country Meats 
(ICM), a member of the ABP and 
Linden Food Group after the formation 
of a new company co-owned by ABP. 
ICM supplies across the various sectors 
including retail wholesale and to ethnic 
outlets, which are of major importance 
in Germany. To accommodate this 

more intensive customer relationship, 
ICM has opened an office in Germany, 
which facilitates the servicing of 
its existing customer list, as well as 
exploring and developing new customer 
opportunities. As is the case in the beef 
trade, customers for Irish sheepmeat 
expect the highest standards and 
service from their suppliers. ICM’s 
Lamb Innovation and Discovery Centre 
works with the company’s new product 
development team to create the 
kinds of  meat cuts and presentations 
required by customers. The expectation 
is that Germany will continue to grow 
as a viable and lucrative market for 
grass-fed Irish lamb.

Niall Browne, chief executive, Dawn Meats; Tara McCarthy, chief executive, Bord Bia; Paddy Browne, European sales 
director, Dawn Meats; and Minister of State for Food, Forestry and Horticulture, Andrew Doyle, at the Anuga Food Fair in 
Cologne, Germany.

Irish representation 
increases in German  
food markets
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As he comes to the end of his presidency of the Irish 
Creamery Milk Suppliers Association, John Comer, 
in conversation with Matt O’Keeffe, looks back on 
six years at the helm 

“It has been a hectic time with huge changes in the industry 
over the period and equally huge changes in the mindset 
of the people involved in the agriculture sector in Ireland,” 
John says. “The abolition of milk quota was the biggest 
fundamental change. It has completely transformed the 
landscape in which dairy farmers are doing their business. 
We have gone from producing around 5.1 billion litres of 
milk before quota abolition to being on target to produce 
over seven billion litres this year. That puts us in a position 
to meet the targets set out in Food Harvest 2020 by next 
year. That increase has surpassed all expectations.”

Challenging times
The Mayo-based dairy farmer recognises the immense 
challenges facing the agri sector from the planned secession 
of the UK from the European Union: “There are a lot of 
worrying headwinds facing us in terms of our food exports. 
Just like quota abolition, Brexit is a potential game changer, 
but for all negative reasons. There is a vacuum in terms 
of knowing how to plan a way ahead and that applies to 
both producers and processors of our food. The fears over 
Brexit have to dampen our confidence in investing in our 
businesses. With 60 per cent of our cheddar being exported 
to the UK and no readily identifiable alternative market, 
we are in a precarious position if Brexit goes badly wrong 
from an Irish perspective. Our wellbeing is dependent on 
a pragmatic trade deal being done between the EU and the 

THECOMERTENURE

An IFA-ICMSA merger is not on the  
agenda. However, too many divergent views 
make it easy for politicians to do nothing and 

it is essential that farm organisations  
co-operate where possible
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UK, which is not only our nearest neighbour but also our 
biggest single export market by far. The Irish Creamery Milk 
Suppliers Association (ICMSA) is lobbying strongly at all 
levels to ensure that, after Brexit is concluded, there are as 
few impediments as possible to that trade with the UK.”

Protecting family farms
John looks back with considerable satisfaction at his role 
in ensuring that the ICMSA is well regarded by media 
and politicians as a representative organisation, lobbying 
successfully on behalf of the farm family structure, which he 
considers to be the backbone of Irish agriculture: “Family 
farming is the means by which Europeans want their food 
produced within Europe. I believe that the ICMSA has 
been to the fore in embedding that fact in the mindsets of 
Europe’s decision makers. There is still a lot of work to be 
done in ensuring that the food chain is realigned in terms 
of the power of the supermarkets and multinationals by 
comparison with that of our food producers. It is essential 
that the farmer has a strong say on, and influence in, the 
food chain. The current situation is that the price of food 
and who gets what percentage of that food price has been 
dictated by the supermarkets right back to the producer who 
has no one to whom he can pass on his costs. Farmers are 
price takers and that must now change. Some recognition of 
that imbalance has been accepted and there is now a viable 
hope that change is pending to alleviate the vulnerability of 
the primary producer.”

Addressing milk price volatility 
John insists that huge lessons have been learned from the 
last milk price crisis: “Only last year, milk prices were in 
the low 20c/L bracket. Right now, the price is nearer to 
35c/L. That price volatility is being slowly addressed. Access 
to finance at reasonable rates is another priority. Again 
the decision to provide limited access to low interest rate 
funding is a welcome recognition of the requirement for 
viable sources of funding for farm investment. But with a 
huge variation in income because of price volatility it is 
difficult to justify any investment decision. Ultimately, price 
volatility cannot be tackled by the individual. There has to 
be political intervention and legislation to reduce extreme 
market volatility. 
"That intervention must be pragmatic and functional so 
that the ultimate aim of providing safe and secure food for 
the citizens of Europe can be realised while also ensuring 
that food is sustainably produced. It’s a three-legged stool. 
This includes the economic, environmental and social 
sustainability of the primary producer. Without all three legs 
the stool cannot stand. I believe that a better understanding 
of this has developed over the past two years.” 

Managing the presidency 
A former president of ICMSA gave John some valuable 
advice when he took on the job: “He told me to make sure 
that my own farm business does not suffer. A president is 
going flat out for six years. 
"The advice was to ensure that there is a viable farm to 
return to when the role is completed. I have an excellent 
farm manager, Pat Lavelle, who looks after the farm in my 
absence. I am lucky in that regard. In general, the sourcing 
of suitably qualified and capable labour to work on farms 
is becoming a very critical issue. Farming is an intricate 
multi-skilled job involving operating machinery, milking 
cows, animal husbandry and a range of other roles including 
financial skills.” 

There’s a significant challenge for farming and its 
cause/effect on climate change. The production of 
specific foods should be in those locations where 

production is most environmentally sustainable on 
a scientifically proven basis. Our grass-based milk 

production is the most sustainable in Europe and one 
of the least environmentally stressful in the world

Horrific farm fatality statistics
The discussion on farmwork brought John to another 
critical concern for farmers: “The fact is that farming is the 
most dangerous occupation in the country. We have to turn 
the statistics around by whatever means are possible and 
necessary. Farm fatalities and injuries have worsened. Six 
years ago, farming was eight times more dangerous than any 
other occupation. Farmers are now 10 times more likely to 
die from a farm accident than people working in any other 
occupation. We have to find ways to reduce those statistics.”

Looking to the future 
John ponders his future as he returns to full time farming 
at the end of his ICMSA presidential tenure: “I still 
love farming but if an opportunity arises that I think is 
worthwhile pursuing, then I would have to think about that.”
Is a career in politics beckoning for the man from Mayo?
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The ability to grow large quantities of high-quality 
grass at a low cost relative to other feed resources 
is often and correctly cited as an important 
competitive advantage for Irish livestock producers, 
write Tommy Boland, Connie Grace, Bridget 
Lynch and Helen Sheridan, UCD School of 
Agriculture and Food Science 

As 2017 is the ‘Year of Sustainable Grassland’, it is appropriate that 
results arising from a large-scale project funded by the Department 
of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, involving researchers in UCD, 
Teagasc and the Agri-Food and Biosciences Institute (AFBI), indicate 
how pasture-based production can be enhanced in terms of its 
sustainability.

Smartgrass
The Smartgrass project has focused on dry matter (DM) yield, forage 
quality, ensiling potential, animal production, impact on associated 
biodiversity and soil structure from a range of sward types including 
perennial ryegrass monocultures right up to ‘multispecies’ mixtures 
containing nine separate species, encompassing grasses, legumes and 
herbs. Many of these herbs, in particular, are found in older pastures, 
but the varieties under investigation in Smartgrass are agronomically 
improved varieties, more suited to the rigours of modern-day 
livestock farming.

Different approaches
A number of experimental approaches were taken in the Smartgrass 
project, including traditional plot scale studies, actual versus 
simulated grazing studies, systems grazing studies and ensilability 
studies. For the plot-based studies, hundreds of plots were 
established, encompassing a wide range of mixtures incorporating 
different proportions of nine species (perennial ryegrass, timothy, 
cocksfoot, red clover, white clover, greater birdsfoot trefoil, ribwort 
plantain, chicory and yarrow). These plots were harvested under an 
eight-cut simulated grazing protocol across three harvest seasons. 
Key findings arising from this portion of the study include the fact 
that multi-species sward mixtures had higher yields of DM per 
ha compared to monocultures over three years, even though the 
multispecies swards received considerably lower nitrogen (N) 
inputs (90kg versus 250kg N per ha per year). The yield achieved 
in the multispecies swards was more persistent over the three 
years compared to the high input monocultures. Additionally, the 
multispecies swards were more resistant to weed invasion.

Assessing the results
The comparison of multispecies swards to monocultures under both 
actual (animal) grazing and simulated (machine mowing) grazing 
showed that great care is needed when assessing the performance 
of multispecies swards. While the performance of the perennial 
ryegrass monocultures were similar under both assessment methods, 
the multispecies swards had lower yields under the actual animal 

grazing methodology. In some ways, this is not surprising as the 
cutting and grazing protocols were both designed for perennial 
ryegrass, and we know the swards containing a range of species 
require somewhat different management.

The grazing test
A third major study involved the establishment of a large animal 
grazing systems study at Lyons Farm to test how animals performed 
when offered four sward types over two grazing seasons. Swards 
were established in September 2014 and were grazed in 2015 and 
2016. The swards tested were a perennial ryegrass-only sward (PRG) 
receiving 163kg N/ha/year; a perennial ryegrass plus white clover 
sward (PRGWC) receiving 90kg N/ha/year; a six-species sward 
(6S) containing perennial ryegrass and timothy, white clover and 
red clover, ribwort plantain and chicory receiving 90kg N/ha/year; 
and a nine-species sward (9S) including the six species above plus 
cocksfoot, greater birdsfoot trefoil and yarrow receiving 90kg N/ha/
year. Each sward type was managed as a separate farmlet, with five 
grazing divisions per farmlet and operated under a rotational grazing 
system stocked with 12.5 twin rearing ewes per hectare.

Enhanced animal performance
Findings show that lambs grazing the multispecies swards had 
higher growth weights to weaning than lambs grazing perennial 
ryegrass only. Lambs from the 6S swards had a weaning weight 
of 33.3kg at 14 weeks of age, and this was 2.5kg heavier than the 
lambs grazing PRG.  These lambs grazing the 6S grew at a rate 
of 350g per day from birth to six weeks of age. Indeed, lambs on 
all sward types had growth rates in excess of 300g per day for 
the first six weeks of life, and by including additional species to 
perennial ryegrass in the sward lamb performance was improved.
As the lamb is dependent on the mother’s milk for essentially all its 
energy requirements at this stage of life, this suggests that these ewes 
either produced more milk, or the milk they produced had a higher 
content of solids (fat and protein).

Positive health effects
Further key findings from this study include the reduced 
requirement for dosing to control stomach worms when lambs 
were grazing swards containing herbs (chicory and plantain). This is 
potentially a very important finding for Irish sheep farmers. One of 
the key challenges in pasture based production systems is the need 
to control intestinal parasites such as stomach worms. This control 
has largely depended on the use of chemical anthelmintic, though 
recent evidence shows there is huge resistance within the parasites 
to these drugs. The fact that animals grazing multispecies swards 
required less dosing is critical, as it points to a lower reliance on 
these drugs to control these parasites, as there are some anthelmintic 
properties within the plants themselves.
Finally, the lambs grazing the multispecies swards were slaughtered 
at a younger age (same weight) than the lambs grazing the perennial 
ryegrass only sward. 
This frees up grass at a key time on sheep farms in the pre-mating 
season for flushing ewes, ensuring correct body condition score at 
mating and supporting a good litter size within the flock.
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The role of multispecies swards in  
sustainable grassland production

Patrick Brennan who farms near Ballingarry, Co. Tipperary, 
won a Bord Bia Origin Green Award for Carbon Footprint 
Reduction in 2016. He’s proud of it, saying that simple 
tweaks to his systems achieved considerable economic 
savings on his farm.

Patrick’s father bought the farm over 65 years ago. It 
was mainly a tillage enterprise until Patrick’s mother 
introduced cows on the farm in the 1980’s.   Restricted 
by quota, Patrick had a chance to buy additional quota in 
2000, marking the start of real expansion - with over 200 
cows now.   Patrick and his wife Helen have three adult 
children – Thomas, Sara and Padraig. All three have an 
interest in farming and have helped in the running of the 
160 ha farm in one way or another. 

Driving effi  ciency is important with an enterprise of this size. 
One of Patrick’s most successful initiatives was switching 
from electricity to gas to heat his water system. ‘We were 
using two electric water heaters on night rate electricity. Our 
milk has to be out of the yard by 4am and we needed the 
hot water to wash the bulk tank. That meant we didn’t have 
enough hot water for milking at 6am.  Switching to natural 
gas means we have a continuous supply of 80 degree hot 
water all day and it’s a third cheaper.’

‘The Bord Bia Sustainable Dairy Assurance Scheme (SDAS)
enabled us to develop a nutrient management plan to get 
much better value from slurry. It also helped us improve 
the nutrient and PH value of our soil. Now we’re getting a 
higher nitrogen value, which means we need less fertiliser,’ 
says Patrick.  ‘The economic value of this is big. You can 
save yourself 4-5% of nitrogen purchases in the year. To 
anyone running around trying to get slurry out before 
October, I’d say it should have been out last June or July.’

‘There are other small things that made a big diff erence’ 
Patrick says. ‘My son put a GPS tracker on the tractor, so 
we have no overlapping on fertiliser. This saves us three 
tonnes of fertiliser in the year. We also re-purposed three 
old stone sheds into a chemical store room, a dosing 
room and a room for spraying equipment. It saved buying 
expensive stores and added to the farm aesthetics.’

‘One of the most important things is grass management. 
We’re nearly completely grass based, which is the most 
effi  cient feed there is. We measure grass weekly and 
produce up to 13 tons of grass per hectare. We’re also 
re-seeding up to 16% every year. My advice to any farmer 
would be to ensure you have lots of new, young grass no 
more than seven years old. If you have good quality grass, 
you can get your protein up by 0.4 to 0.6%.’ 

The Smallest Things can 
Make the Biggest Difference

Sean Monahan, Chairman of Arrabawn Co-op, says that Origin 
Green, supported at farm level through SDAS, has established 
itself as an important tool in the market place. ‘It gives us the 
opportunity to demonstrate to customers- local and international 
- the care and effort that goes into producing quality milk,’ says 
Sean Monahan.    Patrick Brennan is pictured with Ronan Moran, 
Milk Advisor, Arrabawn Co-op  – Picture by John D. Kelly.

Dairy farmers who are certifi ed members of 
the the Bord Bia Sustainable Dairy Assurance 
Scheme (SDAS) and who participate in a farm 
sustainability survey as part of their audit are 
the essential fi rst link in Origin Green. Origin 
Green is the only sustainability programme 
in the world to operate at a national scale 
showcasing Irish produce in global and home 
markets.   Find out more at www.bordbia.ie/
farmers or contact Bord Bia at 01-6685155.
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‘There are other small things that made a big diff erence’ 
Patrick says. ‘My son put a GPS tracker on the tractor, so 
we have no overlapping on fertiliser. This saves us three 
tonnes of fertiliser in the year. We also re-purposed three 
old stone sheds into a chemical store room, a dosing 
room and a room for spraying equipment. It saved buying 
expensive stores and added to the farm aesthetics.’

‘One of the most important things is grass management. 
We’re nearly completely grass based, which is the most 
effi  cient feed there is. We measure grass weekly and 
produce up to 13 tons of grass per hectare. We’re also 
re-seeding up to 16% every year. My advice to any farmer 
would be to ensure you have lots of new, young grass no 
more than seven years old. If you have good quality grass, 
you can get your protein up by 0.4 to 0.6%.’ 
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Sean Monahan, Chairman of Arrabawn Co-op, says that Origin 
Green, supported at farm level through SDAS, has established 
itself as an important tool in the market place. ‘It gives us the 
opportunity to demonstrate to customers- local and international 
- the care and effort that goes into producing quality milk,’ says 
Sean Monahan.    Patrick Brennan is pictured with Ronan Moran, 
Milk Advisor, Arrabawn Co-op  – Picture by John D. Kelly.

Dairy farmers who are certifi ed members of 
the the Bord Bia Sustainable Dairy Assurance 
Scheme (SDAS) and who participate in a farm 
sustainability survey as part of their audit are 
the essential fi rst link in Origin Green. Origin 
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in the world to operate at a national scale 
showcasing Irish produce in global and home 
markets.   Find out more at www.bordbia.ie/
farmers or contact Bord Bia at 01-6685155.
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2000, marking the start of real expansion - with over 200 
cows now.   Patrick and his wife Helen have three adult 
children – Thomas, Sara and Padraig. All three have an 
interest in farming and have helped in the running of the 
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tonnes of fertiliser in the year. We also re-purposed three 
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room and a room for spraying equipment. It saved buying 
expensive stores and added to the farm aesthetics.’
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We’re nearly completely grass based, which is the most 
effi  cient feed there is. We measure grass weekly and 
produce up to 13 tons of grass per hectare. We’re also 
re-seeding up to 16% every year. My advice to any farmer 
would be to ensure you have lots of new, young grass no 
more than seven years old. If you have good quality grass, 
you can get your protein up by 0.4 to 0.6%.’ 
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Sean Monahan, Chairman of Arrabawn Co-op, says that Origin 
Green, supported at farm level through SDAS, has established 
itself as an important tool in the market place. ‘It gives us the 
opportunity to demonstrate to customers- local and international 
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The continuing expansion of the 
Irish dairy herd has implications 
far beyond the dairy sector, 
writes Matt O’Keeffe
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Compact spring calving of all, bar nine per cent, of the 
dairy herd means that the numbers of calves born on 
dairy farms in a very short period of time is increasing 
substantially year on year. A proportion of these calves are 
destined for use as replacement stock on dairy farms. The 
remainder will be available for the beef sector, provided the 
quality of calves is adequate to turn them into beef cattle. 
The dairy-bred bull calves will be less useful for beefing 
profitably than crossbred stock from traditional beef breeds. 
These crossbreds are the focus of an ongoing trial being 
run by Gene Ireland in conjunction with ABP, Teagasc, 
the Irish Cattle Breeding Federation (ICBF) and artificial 
insemination (AI) companies.

Beef bull selection
Padraig French, head of livestock research at Teagasc 
Moorepark, sets out the situation regarding beef supplies 
from the Irish dairy herd: “The ongoing expansion of the 
dairy herd is significantly increasing the supply of beef-cross 
dairy calves and these are becoming the dominant supply 
of prime beef from Irish, grass-based, beef production. The 
decisions made by dairy farmers when selecting beef bulls to 
use on their dairy herd have a profound effect on the overall 
efficiency of the calf-to-beef enterprise. We need to ensure 
that dairy farmers have sires available to them that can meet 
their requirements for short gestation and easy calving but 
also have good terminal traits for the beef farmers who rear 
those calves.”

Supply to double by 2021
Padraig estimates that by 2021 the numbers of cross-bred 
beef calves being born on dairy farms will have almost 
doubled from 493,000 to 930,000 calves with male dairy-
type calves remaining static or decreasing. The challenge will 
be to maximise the profit opportunity from these beef-cross 
dairy calves. The choice of sires and dams of the dairy and 
suckler farmer is a polar opposite so the progeny from the 
dairy herd bear little relation to the type of stock being bred 
on suckler farms. The beef breeder uses a beef-breed dam 
crossed with a beef-terminal sire to produce high-value beef 

calves, especially bull calves. By contrast, the dairy farmer, 
after he/she satisfies replacement requirements, desire an 
easy-calving, short-gestation beef-type calf, while still having 
a reasonable value. The traditional beef farmer has always 
aimed for high-carcass growth from feed-efficient animals 
that meet market specifications. How to fit these contrasting 
requirements together, in the context of beef-cross calves 
coming off the dairy herd, is the task under trial.

Index-based approach required
As Dr Andrew Cromie, technical director, ICBF, points out, 
the current focus of dairy farmers is to maximise ease of 
calving. There is, however, a strong negative association 
between calving ease and carcass conformation. “Looking 
at figures gleaned from Angus-sired dairy progeny 
slaughtered over the past two years, it is clear that there is 
a steady decline in carcass conformation as dairy farmers 
prioritise ease of calving and/or short-term gestations. This 
will continue unless there is an index-based approach to 
breeding beef-type sires for use on the dairy herd.”

The genetic key            
Initial results from the Gene Ireland Dairy Beef Programme 
indicate that improved beef genetics for use in the dairy 
herd can improve carcass weight and feed intake for the beef 
farmer without compromising calving difficulty or gestation 
length for the dairy farmer. The first animals in the trial have 
been slaughtered and initial analysis suggests a difference of 
between €150 and €200 per slaughtered animal depending 
on the AI sire. The research is being conducted at a 280-
acre ABP research and demonstration farm in Co Wexford, 
which is set up to resemble a typical beef farm and is worked 
by an experienced beef-farming family that is living on and 
managing the farm. The aim of the study is to improve the 
efficiency and profitability of beef animals sourced from the 
dairy herd by developing a dairy-beef selection index that 
will maximise dairy and beef on-farm performance. There 
is a concerted effort to identify the most suitable beef-
bull genetics for crossing on dairy herds and to genetically 
improve the main breeds supplying beef bulls to dairy herds.

BEEF FROM THE DAIRY HERD
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Progress report
Dr Cromie was positive about developments to date: “The 
programme is now delivering real benefits for the beef and 
dairy industries, by helping ICBF accurately identify the 
beef sires that have proven traits for use on the dairy herd 
in the future. All of the data collected on the participating 
AI sires, including their progeny, is publically available on 
the ICBF website, thereby ensuring that farmers and the 
wider industry can have absolute confidence regarding the 
accuracy and independence of the genetic evaluations being 
generated as part of the study.”

Ongoing research                     
The chief operations officer at ABP, Finbarr McDonnell, 
said the findings are a result of a culmination of three years’ 
collaborative work between ABP, ICBF and Teagasc. “These 

are the first set of results from this multi-year initiative and 
they already represent significant success. Having a research 
and demonstration farm has allowed us to consistently 
monitor and record valuable data on all aspects of animal 
development, right through from calf to slaughter. The farm 

is a typical Irish beef farm, which ensures 
today’s findings are relevant in a broader 
context. These findings are now available to 
farmers through ICBF and Teagasc so that 
they can make an informed decision when 
it comes to choosing sires for the dairy 
herd.”

Large-scale trial
Reflecting the beef-breed choices being 
made on dairy farms, most calves bought 
in for this ongoing trial are Hereford and 
Angus crossbreds. The background plan 
involves the purchase of a minimum of 15 
progenies per sire directly from dairy farms, 
with these animals identified randomly 
from the ICBF database to ensure that 
ICBF is receiving an unbiased picture of 
the genetic merit of all sires evaluated as 
part of the programme. Progeny from some 
proven dairy-beef sires are also purchased, 
which then helps to confirm and validate 
the accuracy of the underlying genetic 
evaluations as a means of correctly identify 
beef AI bulls for use on the dairy herd. 
Over 1,500 calves have been purchased 
as part of the programme, with the first 
cohort now slaughtered and providing data 
on which to assess the effectiveness of the 
programme, as well as helping to identify 
sires with proven dairy beef attributes for 
the future.
All this work is being overseen by Stephen 
Connolly, of ABP Food Group, who is a 
PhD student with Teagasc and Cork IT, in 
conjunction with ICBF and Teagasc, under 
the direction of Professor Donagh Berry.

We know you have to make difficult decisions about 
your future study plans and careers... 

We therefore invite you to attend the following events where you 
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Agri Aware is a charitable trust and is 
funded through the agri-food industry. 
There are five founding members: the 
Irish Farmers’ Association (IFA), FBD, 
Irish Farmers Journal, Bord Bia and Ornua. 
Since its establishment, over 80 companies/
businesses linked to the agri-food industry 
have come on board as patron members of 
Agri Aware.
The executive director of Agri Aware 
is Deirdre O’Shea. She outlined the 
organisation's internal structure: “There 
are currently four full-time staff members 
in Agri Aware, including myself. The 
team is young, passionate and full of 
new innovative ideas to engage our 
target audience. The board of directors is 

comprised of representatives from each of 
the five founding members, as well as a range 

of industry representatives, while the chairman’s 
role is currently held by Richard Moeran, a beef 

and tillage farmer from County Cavan.”

Communicating the Agri Aware message
Agri Aware uses several channels to communicate 

its message and educate its target audience, including 
schools, the Family Farm in Dublin Zoo, Fota Wildlife Park 
and public awareness campaigns. Through the schools 
programmes, Agri Aware delivers educational resources and 
projects for both primary and secondary schools. These 
include ‘Dig In!’, which is a resource pack for teachers to 
use in the classroom, teaching pupils about all areas of 
agriculture and food. This resource is curriculum-linked 
and covers all areas from livestock to farm safety and 
sustainability. It is also available to download from the Agri 
Aware website.
‘Incredible Edibles’ is another one of Agri Aware’s primary 
school programmes. Deirdre explains: “This healthy-
eating initiative is run in conjunction with Bord Bia, the 
Departments of Health, Agriculture, Food and the Marine, 
and Education, as well as IFA and the horticulture industry. 
Incredible Edibles is entering its 10th year, and aims to educate 
pupils on the importance of healthy eating, buying local 
produce and food origin.”

Farm walk and talk
For secondary school students, Agri Aware works very 
closely with the Irish Agricultural Science Teachers 
Association (IASTA) and the Irish Farmers Journal to 
produce weekly study guides in the Journal during the 
school term. It also offers additional resources (revision 
books), along with a core agricultural science textbook for 
the leaving cert syllabus. Each year in March, a farm walk 
and talk event is held for fifth and sixth-year agricultural 

AGRI AWARE  
20 YEARS ON

Agri Aware is Ireland’s independent agricultural 
education body. Now in its 20th year, the 

organisation continues to deliver a range of 
educational programmes and public awareness 

campaigns to ensure the image of our agri-food 
sector remains positive among members of the 

general public, writes Matt O’Keeffe

Agri Aware executive director, Deirdre O’Shea
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science students. This event is held in conjunction with 
the Teagasc colleges and University College Dublin’s 
(UCD) Lyons Estate. The aim is to provide students with a 
hands-on learning experience of the various strands of the 
syllabus. The Agri Aware director highlights this initiative: 
“It is important that students are exposed to a working 
farm as well as learning in the classroom, and it provides 
an opportunity for students to discuss potential career 
opportunities in the sector and interact with industry 
representatives.”

Prioritising third-level interaction
In recent times, Agri Aware has been developing a strong 
message for third-level students: “We are currently 
developing stronger links with third-level institutions that 
effectively communicate with this cohort of students. 
Our first event of note was at this year’s National 
Ploughing Championships, where we collaborated with 
UCD and hosted a range of panel discussions, cookery 
demonstrations, and sensory analysis experiments. 
We would like to continue to grow in this space and 
communicate our message to this target audience through 
our colleges and universities.”

Punching above its weight
Deirdre realises the importance, with the limited resources 
available to Agri Aware, of getting the organisation’s message 
across to as many people as possible: “Agri Aware is a 
small team and, therefore, it is key to identify platforms 
to effectively communicate our message to as large an 
audience as possible. In 2010, Agri Aware opened the Family 
Farm in Dublin Zoo. Since then, the farm has grown in size 
and popularity, with specific educational modules relating 
to the agri-food sector delivered to classes in the farmhouse. 
Specific events for visitors are also held throughout the year, 
particularly during the summer months, including National 
Strawberry Week, Farm Safety Week and Heritage Week. As 
one of the leading visitor attractions in Dublin, it is fantastic 
to have a presence at this location.” 
Cognizant of the need to engage people in other regions 
around the country, Agri Aware is using other popular public 
attractions to promote the agri-food sector. Fota Wildlife 
Park is one of these, as Deirdre O’Shea confirms: “Our 
most recent collaboration is with Fota Wildlife Park in Co 
Cork. Agri Aware’s award-winning concept garden, which 
was on show at this year’s Bord Bia Bloom in the Phoenix 
Park, was relocated to Fota and will be used as an outdoor 
classroom to educate classes and visitors about the agri-
food sector. "Again, this is an ideal collaboration, as it allows 
us to engage with hundreds of thousands of people in the 
southern region.”

EU’s CAP promotion campaign
In addition, Agri Aware is currently over half way through 

the 2017-18 Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) campaign, 
which runs from May 2017 to April 2018. This campaign 
is co-financed by the EU Commission and Agri Aware 
applies annually through a competitive bidding process 
for this funding. The title of the current campaign is ‘My 
land, your land – Ireland’. The main aim of the campaign 
is to communicate the importance of the CAP, while trying 
to bridge the knowledge gap between the rural and urban 
consumer. The imagery behind the campaign aims to portray 
the importance of Ireland’s agri-food sector to people from 
different backgrounds while reconnecting people with the 
land and its importance to all consumers. Deirdre explains 
what is involved: “In this current campaign, we achieve 
this in a number of ways, including: TV, cinema and radio 
advertising; an advertising campaign in Dublin airport; and 
exhibiting at national events throughout the year, including 
Bloom, the National Ploughing Championships, Electric 
Picnic and the Tullamore Show. We have also focused on 
careers in the current programme with the compilation of a 
career booklet showing the various pathways into the agri-
food sector, which will be published in 2018.”

The importance of agriculture
Deirdre O’Shea comes from a pig farm in County Laois. 
A keen Gaelic footballer, she holds a degree in human 
nutrition from UCD. Prior to taking on the role of executive 
director of Agri Aware almost a year ago, Deirdre worked for 
the IFA as executive director of both its pigs and forestry 
committees. Her enthusiasm for her current role shines 
through: “In Agri Aware, we are determined to continue to 
tell the positive message about our fantastic agri-food sector, 
through the programmes we have in place and by developing 
new, innovative and exciting ways to engage our audience. 
The agri-food sector is a huge contributor to our economy 
and hugely important to our local towns and villages, and we 
want to ensure this is an industry that remains vibrant and 
prospers into the future.”

‘Dig In!’ is a resource pack for teachers to use in the classroom. Pictured are Deirdre O’Shea 
with Richard Moeran, chairman, Agri Aware; Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine, 
Michael Creed; and a group of young students. 
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ADDING VALUE TO PIG PRODUCTION
Annechien chose the topic of ‘Adding value to agriculture’ as her 
Nuffield Scholarship thesis and proceeded to adopt her findings 
on her own farm. “This is a very important issue, especially in the 
pig sector where we are subject to extreme price fluctuations. I am 
developing my own pork brand, which will be on the market next year. 
We will market it on taste, high animal welfare standards and a fully 
transparent production footprint. My intention is to collaborate with 
a marketing professional so that I can continue to concentrate on 
production,” she said. The pig farm is fully integrated with 600 sows 
and all progeny brought to finishing. It is a commercial enterprise with 
a free farrowing unit (a concept that is gaining in popularity and which 
was fully explored in IFM June). Annechien’s pig enterprise is the first 
one  in the Netherlands outside of an organic production unit that has 
adopted free farrowing. Currently, there is a major ongoing investment 
in developing a new finishing unit on the farm, comprising 5,000 
spaces. Annechien explains the logic for the investment involved: “It’s 
a big challenge and sometimes it frightens me but I know what we are 
doing and I believe it will work out well.” It is a generally recognised 
fact that Dutch farming is heavily invested with large farm debt, far 
higher, on average, than Irish farms.

PIG FARMING: 
A DUTCH PERSPECTIVE

Matt O’Keeffe took the 
opportunity recently to talk to 
Annechien Ten Have Mellema, 

a Dutch farmer based in the 
northern part of the Netherlands, 
beside the German border, about 

her experiences as a Nuffield 
scholar, as well as her pig and 

tillage farming enterprises
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HOME-PRODUCED PIG FEED
Because the Mellema farm also has a large tillage enterprise, 
most of the pig-feed inputs are produced on the farm: “We 
grow winter wheat and barley, with lupins used as a source 
of protein. This helps to lower the carbon footprint and also 
allows us to market the pigs as locally bred and locally fed.”

DIGESTER RELIANT ON SUBSIDIES
An anaerobic digester is part of the farm infrastructure, a 
common enough facility on Dutch farms and soon to be an 
even more common sight across the Netherlands. “There 
are upwards of 100 digesters on Dutch farms, but across 
the border in Germany there are several thousand units. 
Because of our location, we are doing a lot of business with 
German companies and bought a German-made digester. 
Our digester was built in 2006 and, initially, along with the 
pig manure we grew 100ha of maize to fuel the plant. At this 
stage, the main alternative source of fuel for the digester is 
leftover grain and vegetable production from local farms. 

“In springtime, there are often surplus potatoes that can 
be brought in. Tulip bulbs are also an unusual fuel source 
for the digester. The solids and liquids from the digester 
are sometimes separated so that the liquid portion can be 
used to fertilise the winter wheat. This is because it allows 
a higher proportion of nitrogen in the digestate to be used 
without raising the phosphate levels, as this is a big issue in 
the Netherlands. The digester makes a profit, only because 
of financial supports that are in place. It is a very capital 
intensive investment and without subsidies it would not be 
viable.”

FORCED REDUCTIONS IN PHOSPHATE LEVELS
At this stage most people are aware of the phosphate 
controversy affecting Dutch farming. Last year, it was 
decreed that farmers there would have to cut back 
production to bring phosphate levels back within the legal 
limits. Most of the increases came on foot of dairy farmers 
expanding production after milk quotas were abolished, as 
Annechien explained. “When you look at it objectively, you 

can see how it was going to happen, but no one did anything 
to prevent it. The big dairy expansion brought us above the 
permitted levels for phosphate so, in order to maintain our 
phosphate derogation, we had to reduce cow numbers. Now, 
we are back within our phosphate limits. 

“There is still a lot of disquiet among our farmers over 
the need to reduce output. Legal proceedings have been 
initiated to fight the decision. July 3, 2015 was set as 
the reference point for reductions on farms. Any extra 
production after that reference point had to be taken out. 
It was a straight measure across all farm types including 
commercial and organic, owned and leased farms. The 
intention now is to bring in some differentiation to take any 
unfairness out of the phosphate reduction measures.”

 CONTRASTING FOOD NATIONS
Annechien is quite definite that Irish farming differs greatly 
from its Dutch counterpart. “What I notice, is that there is 
a lot of discussion and concentration on climate change 
and greenhouse emission reductions, far more than we do 
in the Netherlands. We talk about phosphate reduction 
only in the context of the expansion of dairying,” she said. 

“There is also discussion around the calf remaining with its 
dam for an extended period. We now have regulations and 
milk-price bonuses for allowing the cows to graze outdoors 
for prescribed periods each year. While 70 per cent of our 
herd does spend some time outdoors, there is a target to 
allow all of them out for some limited time. That presents 
practical difficulties for many of our farmers. This contrasts 
with Ireland which has a green image with cows out grazing 
for most of the year. The fact that Irish milk production is 
seasonal helps to achieve that. 

“Our production is entirely different with a flat production 
model. Irish production costs are lower, while Irish milk 
prices are also lower than in the Netherlands. I also note 
the fact that there is a well-structured marketing body for 
Irish food and we do not have a similar Bord Bia model 
in our country. There is no product board in Holland that 
compares to Bord Bia and that is a serious deficit in our 
ability to market our food around the world.”
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FEEDING  
PROGRAMMES  

FOR GESTATING  
AND LACTATING 

SOWS

Dr Bob Goodband of Kansas State University, US, 
delivered revealing insights into progress in the 
American pig production sector when he spoke at 
the recent Teagasc Pig Conference

Adoption of new technology has allowed for dramatic 
improvements in sow productivity over the last 20 years. 
Litter size has been steadily increasing in the US, averaging 
an increase of 0.15 pigs born alive per year over the past 
20 years. Much of these improvements has been driven by 
genetics, but to manage the high-producing sow requires 
excellent stockmanship and a solid nutrition programme. 
The relationship between stockmanship and nutrition 
is important because one cannot achieve excellent sow 
productivity without the herdsperson providing the right 
diet (and, particularly, the right amounts, at the right time). 
There are no magical ingredients or additives that will affect 
reproduction or milk production, it all depends on providing 
adequate amounts of energy (feed intake), and the proper 
amount of amino acids, vitamins and minerals.

GESTATION
When designing a feeding programme for gestating sows, 
overall goals for the nutrition programme include: 
1. prepare sows to be in proper body condition at farrowing 
(approximately 17 to 19mm last rib fat depth); 
2. maximise reproductive performance (farrowing rate and 
litter size); and 
3. meet the daily nutrient requirements at the lowest cost 
possible (measured as diet cost × feed allowance per sow 
per day). 
After breeding, sows and gilts in good body condition should 
be fed 4.5 to 5.5Mcal (18.84 to 23.03MJ) NE per day, based on 
weight and body condition. This amount should be the level 
they will be fed throughout gestation. Thin sows should 
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be set at the level required to return them to the desired 
body condition, hopefully within the first 30 to 40 days of 
gestation. However, depending on how much sows have 
milked down, this might require increased feed amounts for 
the entire gestation period.

PROBLEMS WITH OVER-FEEDING DURING GESTATION
One of the most detrimental effects of having gestating 
sows over-conditioned is the negative effects on subsequent 
lactation feed intake (Young et al, 2005). In this study, sows 
with greater than 2mm back-fat depth ate significantly less 
feed during lactation, and as a result, lost more backfat 
than thin or ideal conditioned sows. The low-lactation feed 
intake and greater backfat loss of over-conditioned sows 
also resulted in approximately one less pig born than thin of 
ideal sows in the subsequent farrowing. This emphasises the 
need for fixing gestation feed allowances to prevent over-
conditioned sows.

GESTATION FEED COSTS
The next step in a gestation feeding programme is to meet 
the daily nutrient requirements at the lowest possible cost. 
However, adding a low-cost by-product ingredient, while 
perhaps reducing diet cost, might not be such a bargain if 
the ingredient is very low in energy and there is an offsetting 
increase in feed intake necessary. This is illustrated in the 
example below. Diet A represents a wheat-barley-based diet 
which would cost approximately $162USD/tonne versus 
Diet B, where a bargain ingredient, such as soy hulls could 
be added to reduce diet cost by approximately $2USD/
tonne. However, we need to consider the differences in 
energy content between the two diets (see Table 2). While 
it reduces diet cost per ton of feed, the added soy hull diet 
also results in a lower energy content than the original 
wheat- and barley-based diet. Therefore, more of the added 
soy-hull diet needs to be fed to provide a similar energy 
intake by the sow as the wheat-barley-based diet. As a 
result, the increased feed intake offsets the lower diet cost 
and actually to provide the same energy intake, will cost 
approximately $0.04 per day or approximately $4.50 per 
gestation period between the two programmes.

INCREASING FEED AMOUNTS DURING LATE GESTATION
The increase in foetal growth during the last third of 
gestation has led many nutritionists recommend to 
producers to increase feed allowance or  ‘bump feed’ the 
last three weeks before farrowing. ‘Bump feeding’ during late 

gestation is generally defined as increasing daily feed intake 
by about 1 kg from day 90 of gestation to farrowing. The 
goal is to provide the gestating sow the extra energy needed 
in late gestation to satisfy the exponential growth of the 
conceptus.
Recently, Goncalves et al, 2016, examined whether 
increasing energy intake (4.5 versus 6.75Mcal NE per day) 
before farrowing would increase pig birth weight in high 
performing sows (>14.5 NBA). Results indicated that a 1kg 
increase in feed intake from day 90 to farrowing resulted in a 
modest increase in birth weight of pigs by approximately 30g 
(1.326 versus 1.356kg, respectively). 
It also increased sow weight gain during this period by 7kg. 
However, one negative consequence of the study was an 
increase in stillborn pigs observed in sows that were bump 
fed (4.3 versus 6.5 per cent stillborn pigs per litter) but 
not gilts (3.4 versus 3.4 per cent stillborn pigs per litter). 
Considering the negative effect on stillborn rate (perhaps 
as a result of the added weight gain) and the potentially 
negative effects on sow-lactation feed intake, it is our 
recommendation to only bump feed gilts and thin sows in 
poor body condition and not bump feed gestating sows in 
good body condition.

LACTATION
Aside from over-conditioned sows in gestation, the second 
problem affecting feed intake is people. People tend to, 
either intentionally or unintentionally, limit feed intake. This 
can be a result of not feeding multiple times during the day, 
or the long-held belief that sows must be gradually brought 

Gestation Gestation
Ingredient Diet A Diet B

Wheat 42.6 33.0
Barley 42.6 33.0
Soybean meal 11.3 10.6
Soybean hulls --- 20.0
Limestone 1.5 1.2
Monocalcium P 0.9 1.1
Salt 0.5 0.5
Vitamins and minerals 0.7 0.7
Total 100.0 100.0

SID Lysine, % 0.56 0.56
NE, kcal/kg 2,280 2,002
CP, % 16.3 15.6
Ca, % 0.82 0.82
Available P, % 0.47 0.47
Cost/ton (USD) $162.31 $160.27
Feed budget, kg/sow 2.00 2.25
NE Intake, Mcal/day (MJ/day) 4.55 (18.84) 4.55 (18.84)
Feed cost, $/sow (USD) $0.36 $0.40

Table 1: Example gestation diets.
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up on feed over time so as not to have them go off feed later 
in mid-lactation. This philosophy is wrong. Sows need to be 
brought up on feed as quickly as possible and have feed in 
front of them at all times. To demonstrate this point, three 
methods of lactation feeding were evaluated (see Figure 
1). The first was a standard limit-fed programme where the 
objective of the feeding programme was established so that 
sows would not go off-feed during early lactation as a result 
of over-feeding early. The second and third regimens were 
to gradually bring the sows up on feed with an aggressive 
feeding programme over either the first three or seven days 
immediately after farrowing followed by ad libitum feeding 
the rest of lactation. Results demonstrate that with ad libitum 
feeding, feed intake is variable and that there are indeed 
spikes in feed intake followed by days of low feed intake. 
However, overall sows offered feed ad libitum had greater 
feed intake than those on the restricted programme. 
In the US swine industry, there is a rapid move towards ad 
libitum sow feeders. While sow feed intake will vary from day 
to day during lactation, ad libitum feeders, either purchased 
or home-made, are the best way to keep feed in front of sows 
during lactation.

SUMMARY
In summary, the modern sow is remarkable. However, over-
feeding during gestation or underfeeding during lactation 
can have dire consequences on reproductive and litter 
performance. Proper amounts of a good quality gestation diet 
followed by ad libitum feed intake during lactation can result 
in excellent productivity. Lastly, there are no ‘special’ feed 
ingredients that will cover up for poor stockmanship.

 Figures 2a and b: Examples of ad libitum lactation feeders.

Daily feed intake in farrowing
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Figure 1: Effects of ad libitum feeding on overall lactation feed intake.
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KILKENNY PIG PRODUCER SWITCHES 
TO NEEDLE-FREE VACCINATION

“The fact that the vaccination site is not restricted 
to the neck adds greatly to the speed and ease 
of vaccination. Most importantly, trials and farmer 
experience show that pigs suffer no setback following 
vaccination,” he said.
Thomas Gallagher said the entire pig herd can be 
positive to PCV2. Clinical signs include weight loss, 
enlarged lymph nodes, breathing diffi culty, diarrhoea, 
pale skin and jaundice. Severe infection can result in 
mortality of up to 80%.

“Even apparently healthy pigs suffer poor 
performance. Infected pigs are susceptible to other 
diseases. The effi cacy of vaccination programmes is 
also reduced,” said Thomas.
“M. hyo is the primary initiator of enzootic 
pneumonia, a widespread and chronic disease in pig 
herds. If not controlled, it can become endemic. It is 
also frequently complicated by other mycoplasmas, 
bacteria and viruses that can affect the severity of the 
disease,” he added.

Advertorial for Pig supplement.indd   3 31/10/2017   12:30

KILKENNY PIG PRODUCER SWITCHES 
TO NEEDLE-FREE VACCINATION

“Needle-free vaccination is more hygienic and is 
much easier on the pigs,” said Kilkenny pig producer 
Richie Norton.
Richie, who runs an 800-sow integrated unit outside 
Urlingford, uses the IDAL (Intradermal Application 
System of Liquids) to protect against M. hyo 
(Mycoplasma hypopneumoniae) and PCV2 (porcine 
circovirus type 2), two of the most serious disease 
threats for pig producers in Ireland.
“We switched to the IDAL system for vaccinating 
against PCV2 two years ago. It worked very well and,                 
12 months ago, we decided to use the system to 
vaccinate against M. hyo as well,” said Richie.
The pigs are given the M. hyo vaccine at 14 days of 
age and vaccination against PCV2 is given at 21 days. 
The duration of immunity is 21 weeks for M. hyo and 
23 weeks for PCV2. He is one of a growing number 
of producers who are now using the pig-friendly and 
user-friendly vaccination system.
Intradermal vaccination for PCV2 and M. hyo 

is growing in 
popularity on pig 
farms. The needle-
free vaccination is 
also available for 
PRRSv (Porcine 
reproductive 
and respiratory 
syndrome virus), another major disease threat             
in pigs.
Thomas Gallagher of MSD Animal Health, which 
has pioneered the development of needle-free 
vaccination, said that less pain and less stress on the 
pigs, and a big saving on time and labour, are among 
the advantages of needle-free vaccination.
“It reduces the risk of self-injection and eliminates 
the problem of breaking needles which can result in 
needle pieces remaining in the tissue, causing lesions. 
It also reduces the risk of transmitting disease from 
pig to pig.

Richie Norton,Urlingford 
injecting pigs with 
Dariusz Zieba (right).

Richie Norton, Urlingford.
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In the period 2010-2016, margins in Irish pig production 
were tight (43c/kg margin over feed), which resulted in many 
pig units only undertaking essential capital expenditure 
(eg. loose-sow housing). However, during this period the 
number of pigs produced per sow and average sale weights 
also increased considerably. The lack of capital investment 
allied to increased output has now resulted in reduced 
pig space leading to suboptimal housing/stocking rates on 
some farms, which is restricting the genetic performance 
potential of the pigs. Thankfully, profit margins over the last 
12-18 months increased substantially (59c/kg MOF), so that 
pig producers can now examine future capital investment 
projects on their units. 

WHAT DO WE HAVE?
It is a 600-sow integrated pig unit, originally built in 1997. 
The unit was designed to produce/sell 23 pigs per sow, at a 
sale weight of 100kg. At the time, national average output 
was 21.5 pigs/sow/year and 96kg liveweight. Current sale 
weight is 105kg, achieved by reducing space to sub-optimum 
stocking rates as a consequence of the greater number of 
pigs on the unit. Capital investment since 1997 involved 
minimal refurbishment (plastic slats, feeders, etc.) with the 
exception of new, loose, dry sow housing (from four weeks 
post-service to five days pre-farrowing) to comply with 
changes in legislation.

WHAT IS THE TARGET?
The ideal would be to purchase and develop a separate site/
unit and move all finishers to this site. This would reduce 
disease pressure/recirculation of pathogens and, therefore, 
reduce antibiotic use with better growth performance and 

feed conversion. Unfortunately, while the last 18 months 
were profitable, the unit may not be in a strong enough 
financial position to do this at the moment.
The next best option is to maximise efficiencies in the 
current unit, thereby generating more profit potential and 
a stronger financial platform to enable future sow herd 
expansion. The first step in improving efficiencies for this 
unit is to have sufficient accommodation for the increased 
pig flow on the unit. How much space is required to give the 
optimum floor space to all pigs, sell 28 pigs/sow/year and 
achieve a sale weight of 117kg?

Output 1997 2017

Litters farrowed/wk 27.1 27.5

Born alive/wk 301.8 384.5

Pigs weaned/wk 277.3 343.7

Pigs transferred/wk 271.2 334.5

Pigs sold/wk 265.4 326.6

Pigs sold/sow/year 23.0 28.3

Table 1: Comparison of pigflow; 1997 versus 2017.

The comparison reveals a shortfall of 591 weaner places 
and either 797 finisher places (if using two-stage finisher 
housing) or 1,831 places if using single-stage finisher housing, 
whereby all finishers are allowed 1m2 (10.75ft2) each. The 
capital investment necessary (weaner+finisher) varies 
between €386,000 and €697,050 depending on whether 
using one or two-stage finisher housing.
While sufficient accommodation is the priority for this unit, 
there are further design/pig-flow options that should be 
considered in each of the production stages.

REDESIGNING 
MY PIG FARM: 
WHAT ARE MY 

OPTIONS?
Michael McKeon and Emer McCrum,  

Teagasc Moorepark and Ballyhaise College, 
look at the different investment priorities and 

options available for pig producers
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HOUSING DESIGN OPTIONS

 GILT HOUSING
 Should additional gilt housing be designed to provide a 

higher space allowance to reduce stress and improve limb 
health, thereby improving gilt longevity? In Ireland we 
have very high rates of culling young animals.

 DRY-SOW HOUSING: SERVICE STALLS REPLACEMENT
 Some EU countries are now banning the confinement of 

sows in stalls from one week after service. Should this 
unit consider building extra dry-sow accommodation 
to allow all dry sows to be loose housed from service 
to farrowing? This would require an additional three 
weeks' loose sow accommodation, which equates to 98 
places (at 95 per cent occupancy) at an estimated cost of 
€78,400 – €78,800/place for a new build.

 GILT GESTATION DIET
 Should the unit consider a separate diet with higher 

mineral and vitamin levels to feed pregnant gilts 
throughout their pregnancy?  
Teagasc research suggests that a separate gestation-
gilt diet gives the young animal higher retention rates, 
stronger bones and, therefore, greater longevity within the 
herd. A separate gilt gestation diet could require changes 
in current feed lines/additional bins.

 FARROWING HOUSE
 Genetic advancements in pig breeding have seen an 

increase in the number of pigs produced per sow year 
on year, primarily through an increasing number born 
alive. These larger litters are increasing pressure on the 
farrowing facilities, which were initially designed to 
cater for smaller numbers born. When the total number 
of live piglets exceeds the number of functional teats 
(usually more than 14 piglets), some form of management 
intervention is required. Interventions such as the use of 
artificial rearing systems or nurse sows become necessary 
when large litter sizes are being consistently produced.

 WEANER HOUSES
 The higher output per sow and resultant lower birth/

weaning weights places an extra burden on stockmanship 
when the piglets are weaned. The housing and feed 

system, therefore, needs to be optimum to ensure the 
growth lag after weaning is minimised.

 FINISHER HOUSES
 The house design and feed supply is important in the 

finisher section as 50-60 per cent of all feed usage and 
manure production occurs in this section.

REDUCTION IN SOW NUMBERS
Another option is to look at the possibility of reducing sow 
numbers to match the grower-finisher space available on the 
unit. As the born-alive number has increased since the unit 
was built, we no longer need the same number of sows to 
produce the optimum volume of pigs through the system. 
The first step is to identify the farm’s production potential 
relative to its capacity. This involves identifying the capacity 
of the grower accommodation and working back to the 
source of pig flow and setting production targets to meet 
the space available. By reducing the sow herd, the weekly 
pig-flow produced matches the accommodation available, 
which has a positive impact on stocking rate, feeder space 
and weaning to sale performance. Even though there are 
fewer pigs on the unit, there is now no overstocking, the 
pigs will grow more efficiently and have a higher weight 
at sale (closer to the target of 117kg). In this scenario, we 
won’t require any investment in more space as the unit is at 
the optimum stocking rate from fewer sows. However, this 
option needs to be carefully analysed because, while the 
pigmeat output per sow will be higher, the overall pigmeat 
output for the pig unit may be lower so cost efficiencies may 
be negatively affected.

CONCLUSION
Our 1990s unit was built and designed around different 
performance parameters than we are dealing with today. A 
number of different options in the areas of accommodation 
– including restructuring of trowbridge housing, manure 
volumes, heat canopies, lighting, energy efficiency and 
general management of the unit – should be considered 
when reinvesting in the future.
As previously stated, sufficient space for each pig is the 
priority to ensure optimum performance, health and welfare. 
When considering the options, it is vital to remember the 
importance of space allowances per pig and also our overall 
end goal – to reduce the cost per kg of pigmeat and increase 
your output of pigmeat per sow.
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The IFA has called on all stakeholders in the industry, 
and Government, to be cognisant of the delicate 
financial position of Irish pig producers 

The Irish pig price remained stable at €1.58c/kg in mid-
October. Spot loads had been paid in excess of this price 
and there were many suppliers that have done deals to 
supply pigs to their processor at higher prices. Official prices 
reported to the Department of Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine showed that prices were down on the same week 
in 2016. As all pig producers will know only too well, 2016 
was a particularly difficult year for pig farmers. While prices 
have been generally positive for the first half of 2017, no pig 
farmer is generating profit at today’s current prices. 
IFA national pigs and pigmeat committee chairman Tom 
Hogan said there were very worrying reports circulated in 
early October of pigmeat being included in the latest offer to 
South Americans in the Mercosur trade negotiations. “Any 

inclusion of pigmeat would jeopardise our indigenous EU 
production.”

IRISH-EU PIG PRICES ON PAR
Ireland’s percentage of the EU price has improved and is 
currently 99 per cent of the EU average price as reported to 
the EU Commission at the end of September. Factory pig 
throughput in Republic of Ireland (ROI) export plants at the 
end of September was 64,963 heads, which was 1,401 heads 
more than the previous week and 4,058 more than in the 
corresponding week in 2016. Slaughterings in ROI export 
plants were 0.5 per cent behind the same period in 2016.
The IFA outlined the key issues for Irish pigmeat in its ‘Irish 
farming and Brexit’ report earlier this year. It confirmed 
that there is significant bilateral trade between Ireland and 
the UK in pigmeat products, which has been developed 
over many years. According to the report, which outlined 
the best-case scenario to be pursued in Brexit negotiations: 

“The retention of tariff-free access to the UK is very 

IFA PIG-PRICE 
UPDATE
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important for the pigmeat sector, as the disruption to existing 
trade flows, through tariff barriers, or other increases in costs, 
would reduce the overall value of these markets. In addition, the 
continuation of cross-border trade of Irish pigs for processing is 
a critical issue, reflecting the overall processing capacity of the 
sector on the island of Ireland.” 

SUBSTANTIAL PORK EXPORTS TO UK
The IFA report also outlined the significance of the UK market 
for Irish pig producers. “Ireland exported 88,000 tonnes of 
pigmeat to the UK in 2016, representing 38 per cent of the 
total volume of pigmeat exports. The EU accounted for just 
over 21 per cent of pigmeat exports, with international markets 

accounting for 95,000 tonnes, 
or over 40 per cent of total 
volume. UK trade data for the 
pigmeat sector is divided into 
trade in ham and bacon and 
trade in pork, with significant 
import volumes of both 
products. Ireland does not 
represent a significant source 
of imports for the UK market 
in ham and bacon, and 
accounts for just under 10 per 
cent of UK imports for pork. 
Denmark, the Netherlands 
and Germany account for 
over 90 per cent of ham and 
bacon imports in the UK, and 
60 per cent of pork imports. 
Over 80 per cent of UK pork 
exports are destined for four 
EU Member States. These 
are Germany, Netherlands, 
Ireland and Denmark,” the 
report stated. 

Denmark 26%

Germany 18%

Netherlands 15%

Ireland 9%

Others 31%
Table 1: UK pork imports 2015.

Germany 25%

Netherlands 14%

Ireland 24%

Denmark 18%

Others 19%
Table 2: UK pork exports 2015.
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Email: niamh.allen@teagasc.ie  |  Tel: 025-42458

Admission Fees:
Teagasc Clients/ConnectEd: €60
Students: €30
Non Client/Industry: 
€120

#DairyConf17
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The pigmeat sector has shown itself to be one of 
most resilient areas of our agri-food industry over 
recent years. Indeed, pig farmers have shown an 
ability to sustain business in the face of an often 
volatile price environment, writes Michael Creed, 
Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine

The sector supports more than 7,000 jobs in the rural 
economy, generating exports of €615m last year, making it 
our third most important sector after dairy and beef. 
Pigmeat is a globally consumed product and the 
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine has made 
a particular effort to support market diversification in 
recent years. The importance of this is well illustrated by 
the dramatic expansion in Ireland’s pigmeat exports to the 
Far East, and to China in particular, against the background 
of the closure of the Russian market in 2014. And, of 
course, the uncertainty around Brexit lends an even greater 
importance to trade promotion in international markets. 
With this in mind, in June 2017, I visited Mexico, now the 
fourth-largest global importer of chilled and frozen pork. 
With Mexican demand for pork continuing to grow, I have 

made gaining access to that market a priority. Similarly, 
my Department is seeking pigmeat access to Thailand and 
Ukraine as I want to continue to diversify the range of 
markets to which Ireland has access. In the coming weeks, 
I will travel to Japan and South Korea. With access to 
these markets already secured, the development of further 
opportunities for Irish producers in these jurisdictions will 
be high on my agenda.
Price volatility is an ongoing challenge for the sector. 
Following a particularly tough 2015, prices hit a five-year 
low early in 2016 before embarking on an upward trajectory 
that saw prices reach a three-year high during July of this 
year. These developments simply serve to emphasise the 
cyclical nature of prices in the industry. 
The sector also faces challenges in other areas with 
high input costs due to a reliance on imported feed and 
the threat of disease outbreak; the latter underscores 
my ongoing focus on animal health, disease prevention 
and control strategies. With these issues in mind, the 
Pig Industry Stakeholder Group (PISG), chaired by 
Dr Sean Brady, launched a report in 2016 with over 60 
recommendations to address these challenges under a 
range of headings, including: biosecurity, animal health 
and welfare, quality assurance, antibiotic usage and disease 

COLLABORATIVE MODEL  
FOR PIG-SECTOR PROGRESS
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controls. An implementation group has been appointed 
to oversee the execution of its recommendations. That 
group has met on four occasions to date and I look forward 
to seeing their work come to fruition, assisting the sector 
build on its solid base and reach its optimum future 
potential growth.
The PISG report recommended that Animal Health Ireland 
(AHI) take on a role in addressing animal health issues in 
the pig sector. At the launch of the National Farmed Animal 
Health Strategy in July 2017, I announced annual funding of 
€125,000 for three years to enable AHI to begin work in pig 
health, with an expectation of matched industry funding. I 
believe this approach has the potential to garner excellent 
benefits for the sector in terms of the development of 
decision-making tools, and the identification of areas for 
further research and development. The AHI model also 
uses the social sciences to survey farmer attitudes, beliefs 
and behaviours to better understand drivers for behavioural 
change. AHI’s involvement has the potential to complement 
my Department’s work on control of zoonotic infections 

and the use of antimicrobial products in pig herds. 
As we head towards 2018, I look forward to building 
on the collaborative model I have put in place for 
the development of the pigmeat sector. As one of the 
mainstays of food production in Ireland, the industry will 
continue to play a key role in our economic development 
and I will continue to work hard to ensure pig farmers 
get the best return from as wide a range of international 
markets as possible. 

Save on your power bills
Exclusive IFA member 
offer! Sign up today. 

Call 1890 924 852

✓ 10% off for 18 months
✓ €140 cash back
✓ Available to new and existing** customers

*Terms and conditions apply. All IFA Member Services power offers are for a defined period only. Please note 
that after this period, you need to contact us to ensure that the offer is applied for a further term as we cannot 
automatically re-apply the discount without your permission. Savings made against Bord Gáis Energy’s standard 
electricity Rural 24 Hour Tariff at [07/06/2017] and using an average annual consumption of 4200 kWh and includes 
the €140 cashback. The savings figure assumes no current customer discounts and is available to new & existing 
BGE customers. 10% off Bord Gáis Energy’s standard electricity Rural 24 Hour Tariff for 18 months.
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Salmonellosis and ileitis-  
are they linked?
Dr Allison Kirwan,  
Veterinary Advisor, Boehringer Ingelheim.

Salmonella enterica serovar Typhimurium is responsible for over 
1 million cases of food poisoning per year in the USA and is 
the leading cause of death due to food borne infection1. On-
going analysis of meat juice at Irish abattoirs indicates that 
the prevalence of antibodies to the common Salmonella spp. 
at pig level is approximately 20% , with a slight reduction 
in summer months (one out of every five pigs has come into 
direct contact with a Salmonella bacterium during its lifetime)2. 
Within the abattoir environment the accidental laceration of 
intestines potentially exposes the carcase and neighbouring 
carcases to bacteria that are otherwise resident within the 
gut of a healthy pig. A reduction in the intestinal carriage of 
Salmonella species would be expected to reduce the incidence 
of carcase contamination within the abattoir that might occur 
during the evisceration process. Risk factors associated with 
salmonellosis in pigs have been demonstrated, including: 
the hygiene on the unit (hand washing, rodent control, bird 
and fly control, C & D procedures), the management of the 
unit (herd size, batch production, all in/all out, solid pen 
partitions), feeding practices (dry versus wet, pH, particle size) 
and other health issues (parasite burden, antibiotic usage, other 
pathogens).
A study3 was carried out on one hundred and five French pig 
farms, all farrow to finish single-sites, in order to demonstrate 
the risk factors associated with pigs, comparing those that 
were shedding Salmonella enterica at slaughter age with 
those that were not. The study included tests to determine 
whether these pigs had been infected with PRRS virus type 
1 or Lawsonia intracellularis (LI), the organism responsible for 
ileitis in pigs. Ileitis is very common in pig herds worldwide 
and presents either as clinical disease (the uncommon, acute 
presentation of bloody faeces and death, usually in older pigs, 
or the more common, chronic presentation of mild scour and 
lack of uniformity in pigs of all ages) or as subclinical disease 
(where the infection occurs but with limited overt clinical 
signs of disease, but usually with an impact on production 
parameters). 

Photo 1: Mild scour that may be typically  
observed in chronic ileitis.

Photo 2: Uneven pigs that may be typically observed in 

subclinical ileitis. 

A single batch of pigs was followed from birth to slaughter 
on each farm included in this French study. Faecal and blood 
samples were collected from selected pigs, and from their 
environment, during each farm visit (monthly).  During each 
visit data was also collected regarding the characteristics 
of the farm (size, pig density, health status, pig flow), the 
biosecurity (hygiene, down time between batches, cleaning 

A D V E R T I S I N G  F E A T U R E
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Salmonellosis and ileitis-  
are they linked?
Dr Allison Kirwan,  
Veterinary Advisor, Boehringer Ingelheim.

and disinfecting procedures between batches, removal of 
faeces, removal of old feed and water from troughs in between 
batches), the type of feed used (dry, wet, home mixed, 
frequency of feeding etc.).   Faeces samples were used to 
determine Salmonella shedding and the blood samples were 
used to determine prior exposure to either LI or PRRSv. 
Six factors were identified as significantly increasing the 
chances of pigs shedding Salmonella enterica by the end of the 
finishing period.  In order of decreasing risk (Odds Ratios in 
brackets) these were:
• Exposure to LI during the second half of finishing  (3.2)
• Using dry feed during the finishing period (3.2)
• Contamination of the finishing area with Salmonella spp. 

from a previous batch (3.1)
• Exposure to PRRSv by the mid/late finishing period (3.0)
• Once daily or less often removal of faeces from behind the 

sow during the lactation period (2.9)
• Not emptying the pit below the slatted floor in between 

batches of sows (2.6)
These findings confirmed that infection with LI (resulting in 
either clinical or subclinical ileitis) and PRRSv type 1 were 
each associated with an increase in shedding of Salmonella 
enterica at the end of the finishing period.

HOW MIGHT ILEITIS INCREASE  
THE RISK OF SALMONELLOSIS?
Another research group based at the Roslin Institute near 
Edinburgh4 recently identified that infection of pigs with 
Lawsonia intracellularis causes a reduction in activity of the 
gene responsible for the production of mucins within the gut.  
Mucins are the main component of the protective mucous 
layer that lines the gut and have been shown to have a direct 
antimicrobial activity. The study concluded that changes in the 
gut mucous barrier in pigs associated with Lawsonia infection 
(ileitis) may allow increased invasion of pathogens directly into 
the cells that line the gut. 
The possible practical implications of this interaction 
were demonstrated by a study looking at the impact of 
vaccination against Lawsonia Intracellularis around weaning 
on the subsequent shedding of Salmonella spp.5  Results 
of the study showed that, following challenge with both 
Lawsonia intracellularis (LI) and Salmonella spp., pigs that 
had been previously vaccinated against LI had significantly 
lower amounts of bacterial shedding and also fewer pigs were 
shedding, compared to those that had not been vaccinated 
against LI. Therefore, they concluded that vaccination against 
LI (to reduce the impact of ileitis on farm) may be a new tool 
to help improve food safety. 
At farm level, outbreaks of clinical ileitis in grower and 
finisher pigs are sometimes treated with in-feed antibiotics. 
The potentially detrimental effects of antibiotic treatment on 
the pig’s gut microbiota (naturally occurring bacteria within 
the gut) as manifest by increased shedding of Salmonella spp., 

was explored in a field challenge study6. Pigs were allocated 
to two groups and were either vaccinated against LI (three 
weeks of age) or given a 5 day course of antibiotics. Two days 
later, two pigs from each group were artificially inoculated 
with Salmonella derby and once confirmed to be infected and 
shedding they were then placed back in with their original pen 
mates. The pattern of shedding for both groups of pen mates 
was recorded over a four week period.  Results showed that 
the group that had previously been treated with antibiotics 
had a shedding rate of 43% whereas the vaccinated group 
had a shedding rate of 3.3%. This represented a statistically 
significant reduction in infection and shedding rate. The study 
concluded that treatment with antibiotics had likely altered 
the gastrointestinal flora and increased their susceptibility 
to salmonellosis.  In addition, this finding involved a single 
course of antibiotics, however, on those occasions where 
multiple courses may be undertaken the effect may be 
exacerbated. 
Salmonella spp. are a major cause of food poisoning in people 
and these are present in pigs in Ireland, as in most countries. 
There are many complex interactions between the different 
infectious agents that affect pigs and our understanding of 
these is increasing all the time. As our knowledge improves 
our control strategies need to adapt to incorporate new insights 
so that we can improve pig health and productivity and, in 
the case of Salmonella, reduce shedding at farm level and help 
protect our food industry.

1. E Scallan et al. Emerging Infectious Diseases 17 (2011) 
7-15.

2. Personal communication
3. P.A. Beloeil et al, Preventative Veterinary Medicine 63 

(2004) 103-120. 
4. R.J. Bengtsson et al., Veterinary Immunology and 

Immunopathology 168 (2015) 61-67
5. F.L.L. Leite et al., Al Leman (2016) 
6. J. Mischok et al., 6th ESPHM (2014)

An educational service from Boehringer Ingelheim Limited, 
Animal Health. Further information available from Boehringer 
Ingelheim Limited, Animal Health, Bracknell, Berkshire, 
RG12 8YS, UK. Date of preparation: October 2017. 
AHD10397. Use Medicines Responsibly.
 
For more information please visit  
www.boehringer-ingelheim.com
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Reasonable leading global markets, particularly during the 
first quarter of 2017, have helped strengthen pig-producer 
prices with these peaking during July. However, the latest 
forecasts for the remainder of the year point to some increase 
in global production with full-year production 1 per cent and 
2 per cent higher during 2017 and 2018, respectively.  

Developments for global exporters
HIGHER PRICES HELP SUPPORT SOME RECOVERY IN EU PRODUCER CONFIDENCE 
Higher prices during the backend of last year, and for the 
first half of 2017, have helped restore some confidence to the 
pigmeat sector across some of the key EU Member
States. The Crop and Livestock Survey June 2017 showed 
an increase of 1 per cent in the breeding herd at 11.6 million 
head for the EU-15 compared to previous year levels. 

Figure 1: EU breeding sows, June census. % change 2017 v 2016.  Source: EU Commission.
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TIGHT EU-FINISHED PIG SUPPLIES
The EU Commission is forecasting EU pig production to 
fall by around 1 per cent during 2017. However, the actual 
decline in EU pigmeat production for the first half of the 
year shows that production has fallen by 3 per cent, which 
suggests the forecast decline in pigmeat may be more than 1 
per cent for the full year.   

EU PIG PRICES STRENGTHEN
Since the start of January, the average EU reference price has 
increased by 21c/kg or 15 per cent to €1.65/kg DW excluding 
VAT up to the week ending October 7. Prices have risen 
across most markets recently, reflecting strong demand from 
China, during the early part of the year in particular, coupled 
with tight supplies across Europe.  
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Figure 2: EU and German pig prices (c/kg DW excl. VAT). Source: EU Commission. 

EU EXPORT DEMAND EASES THROUGHOUT 2017
For the first seven months of 2017, EU exports have 
decreased by around 11 per cent to 2.17 million tonnes 
compared to the corresponding period last year. The 
slowdown in import activity from China has had a 
significant impact on trade, with EU exports to this market 
falling by almost one third. 

US PRODUCTION TO INCREASE
The latest figures from the US Department of Agriculture 
show the pig herd 2 per cent higher at 73.5 million head, the 
highest number for this point in the year since records began 
in 1983. 

2016 2017 % change
Breeding pigs 6,016 6,087 +1
Slaughter pigs 65,770 67,462 +3
Total 71,786 73,549 +2

Table 2: US hog inventory, September 1, 2017, ‘000 head. Source: USDA.

Looking ahead, winter-farrowing intentions are reportedly 1 
per cent higher than the actual 2017 figures. Reports suggest 
that the recent increase in processing capacity in the US will 
help to absorb the extra supply. Pigmeat exports will become 
increasingly important to the US industry.

BRAZIL
Despite the challenges that faced the Brazilian meat 

GLOBAL PIG  
MEAT MARKET DEVELOPMENTS

According to a recent report from Bord Bia, the recovery in the 
pigmeat sector has continued into 2017, while demand from key 
markets, like China and Japan, means forecasts for the remainder 
of the year show an increase in global production
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sector earlier in the year – after the announcement of the 
Brazilian federal police investigation into irregularities in 
meat inspections, coupled with allegations of corruption 
involving a number of politicians and the largest Brazilian 
meat processor – Brazilian pork exports declined by just 4 
per cent during the first five months of the year compared to 
prior year levels at 273,000 tonnes.

Major global import markets
CHINESE IMPORT DEMAND DECLINES
Chinese pigmeat imports soared to record highs during 
2016 at 2.2 million tonnes. Despite Chinese imports 
increasing during the first quarter, trade has eased since 
this period, with imports expected to end the year 24 per 
cent lower at 1.7 million tonnes. According to the USDA, 
Chinese pigmeat production is expected to increase for the 
second consecutive year during 2018, as producers respond 
to positive returns as the breeding herd slowly recovers 
combined with carcase weights increasing. 

FREE TRADE AGREEMENT BETWEEN EU AND JAPAN CAN BOLSTER EXPORTS
On July 6, a consensus was reached on the Japanese-EU 
Economic Partnership Agreement (JEEPA). The terms of the 

agreement offer significant benefits to the European pigmeat 
industry, as Japanese tariffs on EU imports will be cut 
significantly. Pigmeat is already the primary EU agricultural 
export to Japan, with total shipments (excluding offal) 
worth over €1.4bn in 2016. 
This accounted for 21 per cent of the export market value. 
For the first seven months of 2017, EU exports of pigmeat 
have risen by 7 per cent to 244,000 tonnes compared to 
prior year levels. For EU pig producers, when these tariff 
reductions take effect during 2019, this should boost the 
competitiveness of European pigmeat on the Japanese 
marketplace further by taking market share from the US 
where the full tariff will still apply.

FURTHER DROP IN RUSSIAN IMPORTS AS OUTPUT CONTINUES TO GROW
At the end of June, the Russian president signed a decree 
to extend the current Russian embargo on some imports 
of food products, including pork from the EU and US, 
until December 31, 2018. While Russian pork imports 
have been declining since the embargo came into force in 
2014, domestic production has been climbing. The USDA 
currently forecasts Russian pigmeat production for 2017 to 
be three million tonnes. This will be the highest on record 
since 1988, if achieved.

For more information and advice Tel: 00 353 49 433 4755
Email: infoireland@volac.com
www.volac.ie
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Farmers are constantly looking at ways to improve fertility. 
Reducing calving intervals, increasing six-week calving 
rates and focusing on nutrition and genetics through the 
Economic Breeding Index (EBI) is one approach. This 
improvement in fertility coupled with increasing herd sizes 
means farmers are now calving more cows in a shorter 
timeframe. However, if proper systems are not in place 
during the dry cow period, there is little time to rectify the 
problem.
The financial implications of metabolic issues in dairy 
cows is well documented; these include milk fever, retained 
afterbirths and displaced abomasum. The intense pressure 
these issues put on farm labour to attend sick, incapacitated 
or immune-compromised cows is vast. There is also 
pressure put on service providers to deliver solutions and 
treatment for animals with metabolic issues. 
As there is no capacity to practise the implementation of the 
dry and calving periods on-farm, the need to plan for these 
stages is essential. 
Below are key areas in the Alltech and Keenan Dry Cow 
Programme that can help farmers prepare for these stages:

 X Body condition score (BCS);
 X Diet;
 X Minerals; and
 X Management.

BODY CONDITION SCORE 
Four to six weeks before the drying-off period, farmers 
should body condition score (BCS) their cows. Any 
corrections to the animals should be done at this time. Dry 
cows off at BCS 3-3.25. 
It has been shown that cows that are over-conditioned 
at calving are four times more likely to have milk fever 
(Curtis, 1983) with increased chances of fatty liver, ketosis, 
difficult calving, retained placenta and displaced abomasum 
(Cameron, 1998; Kaneene, 1997). These cows will have 30 
per cent lower feed intake in early lactation (Garnsworthy, 
1982), which is linked to negative energy balance (NEB) and 
milk yield (Drackley, 2014).
There is also evidence of a link between the condition of 
cows and reduced fertility and longer calving intervals 
(Mayne, 2002). A statistical analysis of previous studies 

The role of nutrition and management  
in achieving the perfect dry cow period

The seasonal nature of dairy 
systems in Ireland means that all 
farm events happen in blocks. 
Farms are either calving, calf-
rearing, breeding or drying off 
all their cows at the same time, 
writes Cathal Bohane, head of 
InTouch Nutrition, Alltech Ireland
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showed that days to pregnancy are decreased by 10 days in 
dairy cows fed maintenance energy diets (Drackley, 2014).

DIET
Maintain BCS at 3-3.25 during the dry period. The 
maintenance diet is required for the full dry period; this 
long-fibre diet can reduce energy intake based on silage 
analysis. Always measure the dry matter intake (DMI) of the 
animals.
Providing more energy than required before calving 
promotes fat synthesis but, at the same time, prepares the 
cow to mobilise that fat after calving.
The programme promotes the overall DMI after calving, 
improving milk production while keeping the natural loss of 
body condition post-calving to a minimum.

MINERALS
Analyse forage for minerals and base your mineral 
specifications on this analysis, focusing not only on the 
quantity of minerals but also the source of these minerals.
Minerals are the cornerstone of any successful dry period, 
and it is important to have a plan for mineral type and 
inclusion rate in late and early lactation as well.
Silage mineral analysis will allow you to get the balance of 
macrominerals correct (eg. calcium, potassium, magnesium 
and sodium). Where silage has a high level of potassium, the 
use of cereal straw in the diet to control the energy will also 
help in reducing the potassium load from silage. 
Microminerals, while sometimes forgotten, are very 
important in the dry and lactating period. Work by Enjalbert 
(2006) shows strong links between zinc and locomotion, 
mastitis and low milk production, as well as linking 
selenium deficiency to placenta retention, abortions and low 
fertility. 
The use of organic-based minerals in these instances 
supports the following:

XX Healthy immune system;
XX Normal reproductive function;
XX Udder health;
XX Postpartum health; and
XX Milk quality and nutritional value.

MANAGEMENT
Is the calving pen fit for purpose? Can you properly feed 
animals in there? Plan movement of animals to the calving 
pen and examine shed stocking rate, feed space, feed 
management and water allocation to avoid stress. 
Movement to the calving area should only be done close to 
calving, avoiding the mixing of groups less than 22 weeks 
to calving. Once calved, cows — and especially heifers 
— need an opportunity to achieve gut fill in a stress-free 
environment. This might involve delayed turnout to grass for 
24-48 hours.
One cubicle and feed space should be allotted per cow, 
along with one large water trough with clean water per 20 
cows (5cm per cow).
When it comes to feed management, it needs to be fresh, 
free from mould and heating, and ‘pushed up’ regularly. 
Where a total mixed ration (TMR) is involved, it should 
not be under- or over-processed, but ideally any long fibre 
should be 5cm in length. This is key to avoid sorting or 
overconsumption of the mix. 
A scientific paper based on survey results from 277 herds 
and 24,000 cows showed a 53-85 per cent reduction in 
metabolic events such as milk fever, retained afterbirths 
and displaced abomasum when these programmes were 
employed on commercial farms in Ireland, the United 
Kingdom and France (Colman et al, 2006).

Figure 1.

 20

 15  
 Non-system   Keenan system

 10

 5

 0  
   Assisted Retained Milk  Displaced
   calvings membranes fever Ketosis abomasums
   down by down by down by down by down by

   53% 57% 75% 79% 85%

*University of Illinois 2008, University of Reading, 2008 and Coleman et al, 2011. Professional Animal Scientist, 27, 505-17
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by Matt Ryan

Labour: prepare now for spring
February and March are most demanding of labour on 
farms. Dairy farmers must now plan their spring 2018 labour 
requirements:

 X It won’t be possible to get ‘help’ in the spring because 
everyone will be booked up;

 X Decide how many hours per week will have to be worked. 
Work out how many hours you and your family can work. 
The difference has to be made up by employed staff;

 X You must be realistic, based on your experiences last 
spring;

 X You can’t save money on this as the consequences will 
be serious as too little manpower will result in you being 
over-worked and can also lead to calf injury, cow and calf 
deaths, injury to yourself, family or staff.

What type of staff?
Based on the workload for the year, decide whether you 
need a full-time person or not. 

 X Advertise now for same;
 X The Farm Relief Service is the most obvious first port of 

call for temporary staff – its staff are a lot better than some 
farmers give them credit for;

 X Many farmers look to students to fill this spring demand 
labour gap – don’t over-expect;

 X There may be people in the locality who would be available 
to do a few hours work per day; for example, morning or 
evening milking, silage feeding, feeding calves;

 X Larger farmers, or a number of small farmers combined, 
could employ a ‘night-time herdsman’ who would oversee 
night calving and other related tasks for €70-€100 per 
night;

 X A contractor a few times per week could do all silage 
feeding, clean out straw sheds, etc.

Where to search?
 X Put an advert in the local press; in the local shops; in the 

local agricultural colleges; in and around universities 
and third-level colleges (there is only a limited amount 
of bar work available at weekends, whereas there are five 
milkings available over every weekend); on Facebook; talk 
to transition-year teachers about students who wish to 
have educational work experience (how many students 
will have seen a birth, realise that 85-90 per cent of a dairy 
farmer’s income comes from photosynthesis, and many, 
many more interesting facts that occur on farms).

Train staff
 X 'This guy is able to do nothing right' or 'he shows no 

initiative' or 'he would break everything', etc. are very 
frequent comments that farmers make about new staff. 
More often than not the problem is the employer;

 X The secret is to show them. New staff must be trained in 
the correct way of doing things, not always 'the way we do 
it around here';

 X New staff/students must be employed from early January, 
before the ‘heavy work’ begins when the farmer has no 
time to train anyone;

 X Discussion groups can play a part in this ‘hands-on 
training’ by having a few group sessions for employees in 
January.

When you have your staff lined up, develop a daily rota, 
planning in time off for both employees, family and yourself. 
Specific tasks must be allocated.
As an employer you must obey certain rules:

 X You must have an employment contract;
 X You must keep employment records to show you are in 

compliance with employment legislation;
 X You have a duty to ensure the employee’s safety, health 

and welfare at work;
 X You must comply with the 1979 Working Time Act – 

farmers are less than careful on this because they are so 
used to working long hours themselves;

 X Be aware of the Unfair Dismissals Acts and act to protect 
yourself;

 X Part-time employees are afforded the same protection as 
full-time employees;

 X Be aware of the Employment Equality Acts;
 X Minimum-notice periods for termination of employment 

apply to employees;
 X Have measures in place to ensure that employees are not 

subject to verbal or physical bullying or harassment from 
bosses, co-workers or customers. It is important that the 
farmer has a proper policy drawn up in relation to bullying 
in the workplace – an increasing area of concern on farms!

Take professional advice on this and related matters as any 
compensation can be expensive, traumatic and adversely 

Messages: 
• Prepare now for your spring labour demands;
• Prioritise replacement heifer management;
• Dry-cow treatment must be done carefully – 

spread over several days;
• Aim for a closing cover of 600-700kgDM/ha;
• Feed to cow body condition score;
• Do your 2018 financial plan in November;
• Invest in variable/current costs to save on your 

2017 tax bill.
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affect your reputation as an employer. All of this is going to 
stretch you mentally, therefore, you must give it time and 
the rewards next spring will be reduced stress duing the 
busy season.

 Prioritise replacements: heifer management
This and the next few months are really important in the 
lives of replacement heifers:

 X First things first; weigh your weanling heifers and your in-
calf heifers now to see how they compare with the targets;

 X Then act on the results.
Yield of first calvers on many dairy farms is substantially 
below their genetic potential for milk yield, percentage fat 
and protein. And the cull rate of first calvers plus the calving 
interval to second calving is too high. Why?

 X On most farms, replacement heifers are below targets at 
most stages in their lifetime and consequently calve down 
too light.

In-calf heifers Weanlings
Holstein 460kg 230kg
British Friesian/Jersey-cross type 440kg 220kg

Table 1: Target weights for heifers.

Weanlings and in-calf heifers should weigh 40 per cent and 
80 per cent, respectively, of the cows’ mature weight on 
November 1. 
Deal with animals below this target:

 X For every 10kg weanlings are below weight they need 40-
50kg meal (18 per cent) extra;

 X For every 10kg the in-calf heifer is under, she needs 60-
70kg of extra meal;

 X In-calf heifers that are significantly above target and on 
good silage should be restricted to 7-8kg dry matter (DM), 
otherwise they will calve down too heavy and fat with the 
result that they will lose excess weight from calving to 
mating.

Use Table 2 and 3 to plan your meal-feeding strategy for your 
weanlings. Silage must be analysed so you know what you 
are doing.

Weanling Silage DMD     

65 70 75

Gain on silage only (kg/day) 0.24 0.41 0.58

Light weanlings (meal to give 0.7kg/day) 2.0 1.4 0.5

Heavy weanlings (Meal required to give 0.5kg/day) 1.0 0.4 0
Table 2: Meal requirements for weanling heifers on silage.

Because of the increased value of all breeding stock, you 
should target all weanlings over 150kg now to make bulling 
weight on June 1 of next year.
Feed 2-3kg meals per head per day. Bring this information 
to the attention of contract calf rearers so that subsequent 
hassle doesn’t arise. We have had cases where the owner 
of animals has been very trusting of the rearer’s ability and 
hasn’t monitored animal target weights. There is only one 
loser in that situation!

Kg meal Protein in silage

8% 10% 12% 14%  

2kg 20% 18% 16% 14%

3kg 18% 16% 14% 12%   

Table 3: Protein levels (%) in meal required to supplement silage of different percentage of proteins.

Milking - Feeding - Cooling - Manure Scrapers - Health & Fertility Monitoring

CALL 1890-500-24-7 Email: info@dairymaster.com  •  www.dairymaster.com
Distributors Nationwide 100% IRISH

The milking machine that 
performs like a calf...

Can monitor and control each cows individual 
milking, feeding and animal health during milking.

GRANT AIDED
Call us today!

3  Milk each cow up to 1 minute  
 faster
3  Typically up to 5% more yield
3  Reduced milking time
3  Better cow control
3  Natural milking

3  Excellent milk out
3  Low liner slip
3  Reduced energy costs
3  Exceptional speed of installation
3  And lots more!
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At housing, in-calf heifers should be ‘mixed’ with the main 
herd so that they are ‘used’ to each other before calving 
– they will be heavier at bulling in May than if they were 
‘mixed’ at calving time. This is a stress-related issue! If this 
isn’t possible ‘mix’ them with thin cows or second calvers.

 Dry cow treatment: do it carefully!
The decision to dry off cows should be based on:

 X Expected calving dates – cows need up to 85 days, while 
first calvers need over 90 days of a dry period to heal 
damaged udder tissues;

 X Daily milk yield – dry off when milking less than 7L/cow/
day;

 X Somatic cell count – dry off when cell count is greater than 
300,000. Once the herd average is 10L/day examine all 
individual yields.

This is a very strenuous job and demands your full 
concentration to do it carefully and hygienically, therefore, 
you should only do 15-20 cows each session or each day.
On the day – choose a good time, say 11.00am, and adhere to 
the following routine:

 X Milk-out quarters fully;
 X Disinfect the teat end starting with the furthest-away teats, 

vigorously rubbing the teat end for 10-15 seconds with 
cotton wool soaked in methylated spirits;

 X Avoid contamination of nozzle;
 X Infuse the contents into the nearest quarters to avoid 

contamination and massage into the udder to disperse the 
antibiotic;

 X Infuse sealer if being used – do not massage udder after 
sealer is infused;

 X Teat spray (20ml) all quarters thoroughly;
 X Record cow number, date, and product detail (withdrawal 

time) for each cow;
 X As the cow is most at risk of infection during the first 21 

days after treatment, it is essential to keep her in a clean 
environment or on bare pastures, keeping a vigilant eye 
on her for new infection, and keep dry cows separate from 
milkers, if possible. This advice is ignored by most farmers 
with serious consequences.

Teat sealers are non-antibiotic substances used to prevent 
new infection during the dry period. They are particularly 
useful for:

 X Cows with extended dry periods;
 X Where there have been new infections in the dry period 

during the previous years;
 X They may be better than an antibiotic product at 

preventing Escherichia coli at calving where the risk is high 
or where there is a history of the problem;

 X Cows where the cell count is less than 100,000 and no 
history of clinical mastitis – now used by an increasing 
number of farmers because sooner or later dry cow 
antibiotics may be prohibited.

Close at 600-700kg dry matter
Great autumn growth has left many farmers with the 
problem of having too much grass:

 X You must graze out paddocks pretty well and leave no 
covers greater than 1,100kgDM/ha.

Follow the rules – they are no different this year from any 
other year:

 X Each day’s delay in closing after November 1 will result in 
there being 13kg DM per hectare less grass on the paddock 
in March next year;

 X Grass yield next spring will be increased by 0.6kg DM per 
hectare for every 1kg DM per hectare left on the paddocks 
in early November;

 X Donal Patton in Ballyhaise is targeting 70 per cent of 
the last rotation to be completed by the first week of 
November. If not, this will depress spring grass availability. 
Therefore, if you are not now on that target take all steps 
to graze out a big percentage over the next few days, even 
let out dry cows. This is fundamental advice that must be 
adhered to.

You should now be grazing silage fields and going into the 
last five to eight grazing paddocks from November 8-20:

 X These last paddocks will not be grazed until March 25-April 
10, 2018, so they should have plenty of grass by then;

 X All animals must be housed when the average farm cover 
is at 600-700kg DM per hectare, no matter what date that 
occurs in November;

 X No matter where the cows are or how much is on the next 
paddock, you must obey this rule;

 X Otherwise, you will not have enough grass for early let-out 
next year.

On-off grazing is the rule of grazing in November:
 X You must never, ever do anything to cause poaching 

damage;
 X Only graze cows for three hours/day and then bring them 

in.

Feed to body condition score
A few principles are important to know:

 X Cows will not put on weight for the first 10 days after 
drying off or for the last 30 days before calving;

 X Generally, a dry cow only gains ½ body condition score 
(BCS; 20-25kg) in 60 days, unless the forage is very good;

 X Feed management depends on the condition of your cows 
and the quality of your silage (get it analysed), therefore, 
BCS your herd at drying off, and feed according to both 
(see Table 3).

Divide up your cows into three groups, based on BCS:
 X Group 1: BCS 2.75-3.25 – most of the herd will be in this 

group and will need no special attention with silage 68 per 
cent DMD or better. 
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 X Group 2: BCS 2.75 or less – for sure these cows need meal, the 
amount depends on the quality of silage (see Table 3) and, if 
calving in February, must be dried off in early November. A cow 
that is 2.75 BCS now and due to calve in early February in a BCS of 
3.25, and being fed 68 per cent DMD silage, has 84 days to calving, 
of which there are 40 days where no BCS is added. Therefore, she 
only has 44 ‘effective’ days for meal feeding and she needs to put 
on an extra 0.5 BCS or approximately 25-30kg of weight. This will 
require 130kg of meal or 3kg/cow/day for the 44 days.

 X Group 3: BCS 3.25+ cows – as these cows will be very fat calving 
down, they are likely to milk poorly and not go in calf next year.

 X These cows must be restricted to 5-7kg DM per day of silage with 
straw. That means only giving them 25-30kg of fresh (20 per cent 
DM) silage per cow per day plus 4-5kg fresh straw.

Silage DMD                   BCS at drying-off

      < 2.5         2.5        2.75       > 3.0

> 72 Sil + 1kg Sil ad-lib Sil Restr Restr

68-72 Sil + 2kg Sil + 1kg Sil ad-lib Restr

64-68 Sil + 3kg Sil + 2kg Sil + 1kg Ad-lib

60-64 Sil + 4kg Sil + 3kg Sil + 2kg Sil + 1kg
Sil = Silage     Restr = Restrict
Table 3: Recommendations for dry cow feeding (10-12 weeks dry period).

If separate grouping is an issue, you must invest a small amount of 
money in being able to divide cows – generally, gates and access to 
feed face is all that is required.
It is most important that:

 X Each cow has a cubicle, that is, 50 cows need 50-55 cubicles;
 X Each cow has 2ft of head space if being fed meals;
 X Each cow has 0.75 to 1ft silage feeding space;
 X Cubicle and yard surfaces are in good repair, kept clean every day;
 X Access to feeding area is adequate, and not restricted, with an 

access passage, 6ft wide, from cubicles to silage area every five to 
six cubicles;

 X Cows have adequate ventilation, which is enough inlet and outlet 
area, with no draughts;

 X You should walk carefully through your cows daily, not looking 
over the rail, to ensure none are sick, lame, stressed, and that they 
are free of mastitis, and putting on body condition.

Address health issues
Consult your vet and/or dose at housing, being aware of using the 
correct drug, the required quantity per weight of animal and milk 
and meat withdrawal times:

 X Confirm the presence of liver or rumen fluke by dung analysis;
 X Weanlings (all) must be dosed for stomach worms (type 11), 

hoose, liver fluke and treated for lice. Cows must be treated for 
stomach/liver fluke and lice, being aware of withdrawal times for 
milk and meat. In-calf heifers should be managed as per the cows 
and there may be a need to dose for worms (have it confirmed).

Lameness is always a problem, resulting in severe condition loss:
 X Use the Farm Relief Service to examine, and act on its advice 
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(money well spent);
 X Footbath cows on three consecutive days every month 

during winter;
 X Use bluestone at 4-5kg in 100L water;
 X Dung must not be allowed build up in yards. 

Financial plan for 2018 now
Now is the time to do a financial plan for 2018. To do it you 
must have the 2017 Profit Monitor done now. Very little farm 
income or spending will take place during the remainder of 
the year:

 X I am tired of hearing farmers complain about banks not 
lending them money. Well, would you give a friend a loan 
without knowing you had some chance of being repaid? 
No. The banks use profit monitor data to be sure that you 
can deliver. They need evidence, not a pious promise. So 
make life easy for yourself; complete your profit monitor 
now;

 X Be accurate – there is some evidence from discussion 
groups that some farmers consider not putting in all 
costs. You are only ‘fooling’ yourself and discrediting your 
reputation in the eyes of your lending agency. Therefore, 
carefully assemble the information.

If you have never done a financial plan before, get help from 
your accountant or adviser. This is not ‘rocket science’. Most 
spending can be based on 2017 spending, but you must try 
to trim costs where they are high relative to other members 
in your discussion group.
Sales can be similarly adjusted on 2017 receipts – more 
cows, or if the herd gets older, will deliver more milk sales. 
It would probably be best to plan for a 2018 milk price of 
2-3c/L less than 2017 – based on expert speculation and also 
being ‘safe’ for yourself.
Because of the precarious nature of farming, financial 
planning must now be an active part of our lives.

Bits and pieces
Tax: 2017 looks like a big tax year for dairy farmers. Can you 
make any savings now? See Table 4 as to the most efficient 
way to reduce your tax bill for 2017.

On current variable costs High rate of tax Low rate of tax

Before income averaging €520 €310

After income averaging €173 €103

Invested in capital expenses €65 €39

Table 4: For every €1k spent; the above tax savings accrue to you.

Spend on productive items, such as fertilisers, particularly 
phosphorus, potash and lime; forward buy meal; spring 
vaccinations, artificial insemination (AI) straws (if you 
have chosen your AI bulls); next season's mastitis tubes; all 
detergents for next year, make sure labour and contractor 
bills are paid for all of 2017; any machinery and general 
repairs should be done now; small investments in roadways, 
water and fencing could pass as maintenance; etc.
You will note from Table 4 how little savings are made from 
capital investments.
Accountants tell us that stock-relief ’s benefit is over-stated, 
so assess your tax bill; make a plan; do some strategic 
spending; and enjoy the savings – feeding more than 2-3kg 
meal at present milk yields is very marginal even with high 
milk price.

“Nothing creates more self-respect among a team than being 
included in the process of making decisions,” Judith Bardwick
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According to McCormick, the X7.650 has taken the X7 Series 
six-pot package further down the performance scale with a 
lower-power version of the highly-rated FPT Industrial 6.7L 
engine – badged ‘McCormick Betapower’ in this case.
It develops 152hp at 2,200rpm rated speed but the power 
curve continues to rise as revs are pulled down under 
load, peaking at 160hp with 1,900rpm on the clock, while 
maximum torque of 676Nm is reached at 1,500rpm.
“These characteristics can be exploited by shifting up 
to load the engine for maximum power, knowing that 
increasing reserves of torque remain available to pull the 
tractor through tough areas of soil when ploughing or 
cultivating, or to climb an incline with trailed or power 
take-off (PTO)-driven equipment,” a spokesperson for 
McCormick said.
“There is no electronically-induced ‘power boost’ for PTO-
driven implements and transport work, so what you see is 

what you get for all applications – from mowing and raking 
to hauling muck and slurry.
“The four-cylinder X7.450 tractor, with the same power and 
torque, will tick the boxes if compact size and lighter weight 
are attractive but many operators like the characteristics of 
a six-cylinder tractor – not least the appealing ‘thrum’ of the 
engine.”
Practical attributes of the X7.650 include a wheelbase that’s 
longer by 150mm and a base weight that is 410kg up on the 
four-pot machine, thanks to the bigger engine and a cast 
chassis. Both add stability for operating heavy-mounted 
implements, the company says, so the six-cylinder is 
the better choice for a five-furrow plough or substantial 
cultivator.
The spokesperson continued: “Having established that 
the X7.650 is in territory familiar to the many farmers and 
contractors who run MTX and XTX ‘Doncaster’ tractors, the 

SIX-CYLINDER  
POWER FROM  
MCCORMICK X7.650

With the latest addition to the McCormick X7 Series, manufacturer  Argo Tractors has taken this
attractive six-cylinder range into familiar MTX/XTX territory with a 150hp tractor that, in many
respects, equates with one of the most popular McCormick models of modern times

Inside the Premiere cab, controls for the 
transmission, PTO and hydraulics are located 

on a new side console with levers for the three 
mechanical spool valves fitted as standard 

angled towards the driver.
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Brussels update
By Tom Murphy 
Professional Contractors Association of Ireland (PAC)

I recently attended the CEMA Farming 4.0 event in Brussels.  
CEMA represents the farm-machinery manufacturing industry and  
the programme addressed the following:
ff What environmental benefits of digital and precision farming can we 

expect in arable and livestock farming in Europe?
ff What is the market outlook for Europe and what are major investment 

trends in agricultural technology innovations?
ff What are the key barriers holding back the uptake of digital and precision 

farming?
ff What tangible benefits do digital and precision-farming technologies 

bring the user? 

My objective was to ensure that a voice for Irish agricultural contractors was 
heard in all the right places, and I did just that. I had to admire the line-up of 
top industry experts including: John Deere, Claas, New Holland, AGCO, EU 
DG Connect, EU Broadband Competence Offices, Nokia, Rabobank and many 
others. Delegates included senior executives from the machinery, farming and 
ancillary sectors along with EU officials. I had a long chat with Heinz Pottinger, 
who was glad to hear that PAC Ireland was doing well.
There was discussion of particular interest, around the requirement for 5G 
broadband in order to fully embrace smart-farming technologies. However, it 
became apparent that there was a digital divide throughout Europe between 
urban and rural availability. The EU wants all Member States to have high 
speed coverage by 2020, however, at present, only 45 per cent of rural Europe 
has this against 87 per cent of urban areas. It is clear that, until EU Member 
States invest in rural broadband, digital farming is going nowhere fast. In 
Ireland, we have a long haul to achieve rural high speed coverage and are in 
danger of being left behind the rest of Europe in the uptake of smart farming 
technologies, which will ultimately make our farmers less competitive. 
President of CEMA, Richard Markwell, said farmers, who are using digital 
technologies, have seen productivity gains of up to 20 per cent, this is not 
science fiction, it is science fact, so we need to get our skates on now.
See www.pacireland.com to book for the PAC Ireland Conference, Smart 
Farming – Contractors and Farmers Working Together.

Tom Murphy, PAC, and Richard 
Markwell, President of CEMA.

 www.irishfarmersmonthly.com

 NOVEMBER 2017 53

 www.irishfarmersmonthly.com

MACHINERY NOVEMBER 2017 52

same can also be said of equipment levels when 
the newcomer is taken in its ‘Efficient’ format.”
This reduced-specification level was introduced 
to broaden the appeal of the X7 Series after the 
original models were pitched at owners and 
drivers wanting greater levels of automation – 
including guidance – and fingertip operation of 
hydraulic and other functions from the comfort of 
a seat-mounted console.
The X7.650 Efficient comes with three hydraulic 
spool valve levers that are moved and modulated 
by hand, complemented by electronic rear hitch 
and transmission controls that are all mounted on 
a right-hand console.
A fourth but electrically operated valve is optional, 
operated from the multifunctional controller used 
for the transmission, and also two mid-valves for 
fully integrated light-touch joystick operation of a 
McCormick MClassic or MPower loader.
Transmission thumb buttons are used to shift 
without clutching through the six ranges and four 
speeds of a ZF-built transmission.
Shift response and that of the power shuttle are 
adjustable to suit different applications and driver 
preferences. 
Creep speeds can be added and, with fuel 
economy in mind, a four-speed PTO package is 
standard, providing ‘power’ and ‘economy’ gearing 
to suit different applications.
The spokesperson concluded: “Definitely a tractor 
to consider for the short-list and one that a test 
drive will doubtless reveal a comfortable and 
attractive package in several respects.”

The new McCormick X7.650 brings six-cylinder power 
and stability further down the X7 series.
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New appointment at Farmec
Farmec Ireland Ltd has announced the appointment of Matt Ferguson to the position of area sales manager 
with the company. Matt brings a vast wealth of technical and marketing experience to Farmec through his 
background in both retail sales management with New Holland dealer, Ardagh Services, and the dealer 
network  with Lely Ireland. Farmec Ireland is the sole Irish importer for a wide range of high-quality farm and 
amenity machinery including: Bargam sprayers; Sulky fertiliser spreaders, seed drills and power harrows; MX 
loaders and bale-handling equipment; SIP mowers, tedders and rakes; Twose hedge cutters; Falc flail mowers 
and cultivation machinery; and AerWay aerators. Matt and the Farmec team will strive to support and expand 
the company’s nationwide professional dealer network. “The company represents large, well-established 
manufacturers of high-quality equipment which provides cover for each season of the  year,” Matt says. “I am 
looking forward to developing the business with the dealer network in the future.” 
Garry Daly, sales director at Farmec, says: “I have known Matt for a number of years. We are really pleased to 
have him on the team and I am fully confident that he will provide a valuable support to our dealer network and 
make a major contribution to the company.”  

Matt Ferguson, area sales manager, Farmec.

McElderry strengthens Fendt’s Northern Ireland presence
Machinery dealership, McElderry, 
is boosting Fendt’s presence in the 
Donegal and Northern Ireland region by 
opening a new Fendt-dedicated depot at 
Lisburn.
The company’s managing director, John 
McElderry, says that the decision to 
expand the Fendt territory was driven 
by the ever-increasing demand for Fendt 
machines in coutnies Down, Armagh, 
Fermanagh and Tyrone. “This has arisen 
from our existing ability to provide back-
up for Fendt products in Derry, Antrim 
and Donegal from our long-established 
base in Ballymoney, Wexford. 
“Since taking on the Fendt franchise in 
2003, we have seen annual sales grow 
from two-to-three units for Northern 
Ireland to 30-plus.  
With today’s modern farmer/contractor 
always looking to maximise efficiency, we 
believe strongly that the highly-advanced 
and versatile Fendt range represents the 
ideal partner.”
The McElderry name has been closely 
involved in Northern Ireland farming 
for over a century –  JK McElderry, the 
current MD’s grandfather, sold the first 
tractor in the region in the 1940s. “This 
was a big change for him, as he had 
previously been a breeder and dealer 
in Clydesdale horses – the modern 
tractor’s predecessor,” John explains. 
The dealership is now a fifth-generation 

family business, with John’s son, Robbie, 
working there, too. The company now 
has 26 staff, many of whom have been 
with the business since leaving school. 
“It’s this level of loyalty and experience 
that has been instrumental in the 
business being in the position it now 
has in Northern Ireland’s agricultural 
machinery trade,” he says. The Massey 
Ferguson dealership was secured in 
1987, a move that John believes really 
strengthened the company’s position 
in the agricultural sector. However, 
following Fendt’s acquisition by 
AGCO, McElderry was offered the 
Fendt franchise in 2003. At that time, 
he recalls, the Fendt name was little 
known in Northern Ireland, but a 
rapid realisation of the brand’s quality, 
together with McElderry’s commitment 
to it, soon changed attitudes.
“The expansion of the Fendt territory 
here has resulted in our decision to 
open a new depot at the Blaris Industrial 
Estate, in Lisburn, to cater for the ever-
increasing demand,” John says. AGCO’s 
area sales manager for Fendt, Sean 
Gorman, is enthusiastic in his support 
for McElderry’s expansion. “The opening 
of a new dedicated outlet at Lisburn will, 
undoubtedly, enhance product support 
and help to grow the volume of Fendt 
tractors and machines operating on Irish 
farms,” he says.

New JCB dealers for 
Northern Ireland to 
strengthen sales and 
service 
JCB has announced plans to strengthen 
its distribution in Northern Ireland with the 
appointment of new dealers for construction 
and agricultural markets. Ballymena-
based R Kennedy & Co Ltd will become 
JCB’s agricultural dealer covering sales 
and service. The move will offer more 
than half a century’s agricultural sales and 
service experience to new and existing JCB 
customers.  
A new dealer for construction, industrial and 
access equipment and generators is soon 
to be announced. The changes follow the 
termination of JCB’s contract with existing 
Northern Ireland dealer, BC Plant Ltd.  
UK and Ireland sales director Dan 
Thompstone said: “The new structure 
will give JCB greater focus in all the key 
sectors in Northern Ireland, which is a very 
important market for us. We are continuing 
to support our customers in Northern Ireland 
and are ensuring the continuity of parts and 
service back up ahead of the appointment of 
the new dealers. In the meantime, we would 
like to place on record our thanks to BC 
Plant for its contribution to JCB’s business 
over the years.”  
R Kennedy & Co Ltd was originally founded 
in 1963 by Robert Kennedy, who is still 
actively involved in the business today. 
Robert has more than 50 years’ experience 
in the agricultural machinery business.

EARLY ACTION FINANCE 2018
ASK FOR DETAILS
Call CLAAS: 041 981 4410 
or claas.ie

until 30 .11. 17

Forward thinking farming >>

“CLAAS is a long way ahead of the competition when it comes to its telemetry package. That really helps in planning harvest 
logistics from � agging up when machines are going to need refuelling to identifying areas of downtime.”
Andrew Crossley, August 2017.

Running a 40m tramline Controlled Traf� c Farming operation with 3 LEXION 780 TTs, 13.8 m cutterbars, Telematics, AUTOMATIC 
DOCUMENTATION and FLEET VIEW has signi� cantly improved both ef� ciency and output up to 25% at Thurlow Estates in Suffolk. 
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position of combine and current grain tank 
� ll levels, for improved ef� ciency.
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Shines Agri and Samco maize event
Adare-based company Shines Agri, in conjunction with Samco 
and DuPont Pioneer, recently hosted an agri event aimed at 
providing farmers with key information regarding growing 
and feeding maize. The event attracted over 240 farmers and 
contractors along with local councillors including Councillor 
Adam Teskey, who won a signed All-Ireland U21 Limerick 
jersey after putting forward the highest bid for it. All proceeds 
went to Liskennett Farm, a development by St Joseph’s 
Foundation for children and adults with autism. Cllr Teskey 
praised Samco for being future-focused by manufacturing 

unique machinery, such as the well known Samco maize drill, 
which is now being exported to over 24 countries globally. He 
also emphasised the importance of companies like Samco 
for local employment. Industry experts hosted talks on 
topics including variety types, herbicide applications, maize-
silage nutrition, the economics of growing maize, ground 
preparations and fertility. Live demonstrations also took place 
on the day of the Samco BagPress, FieldLift and SoilMaster 
machines and the award-winning Samco Punch Machine was 
also on show.

New small seeds kit increases drilling precision on Tempo
Väderstad has launched a new small seeds kit for its Tempo high-speed precision 
drill to include crops such as oilseed rape and sugar beet. The small seeds kit will 
be available for all new Tempo drills from the four-row Tempo R4 up to the 18-row 
Tempo R 18, and it can be retrofitted to existing drills already on farm. Planting a 
small-seeded crop at shallow depth requires the planter to be very gentle to the seed. 
The main components of the small seeds kit include suspended stop wheels and the 
ability to adjust the angle of the closing wheels. The pressure on the stop wheel can 
be altered to optimise seed-to-soil contact when the seed leaves the seed tube. The 
angle of the closing wheels can also be adjusted with a lever on each row unit, to 
ensure the seed trench closes properly when drilling at a shallow depth. The Tempo 
small seeds kit will be in production from February 2018.

Tempo small seeds kit with 
adjustable closing wheel.
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FTMTA Grass & Muck 2018
Full details of FTMTA Grass & Muck, which will return to 
Gurteen College near Birr, Co Offaly, on Thursday, May 17, 
2018, have been issued by email to all companies who had 
registered an interest in advance as well as to all exhibitors 
at this year’s FTMTA Farm Machinery Show and FTMTA 
Grass & Muck 2016. The exhibitor application pack for 
non-members of FTMTA can 
now be downloaded from the 
FTMTA website.  
FTMTA has previously 
announced that, working in 
conjunction with the host 
college, there will be an 
additional 15 acres of grass 
working plots at next year’s 
event, bringing the total grass 
demonstration area to nearly 
100 acres. The increased 
grass demonstration area will 
make it possible to facilitate 
new working demonstrations 

and will allow for larger demonstrations from previous 
exhibitors. It will also be possible to increase the size of 
the trade village area significantly. In keeping with the 
FTMTA ethos for both Grass & Muck and the FTMTA Farm 
Machinery Show, only stands from agricultural focused 
businesses will be accepted.

FTMTA auction 
success
The first Farm Tractor & 
Machinery Trade Association 
(FTMTA) Farm Machinery 
Trade Auction was held at 
Punchestown on Saturday, 
September 30. A large 
attendance of over 2,500 people 
passed through the doors 
of the venue and there was 
significant bidding activity in 
the two sales rings throughout 
the day. The substantial entry 
of a wide variety of machinery 
and the large number of 
buyers present and online 
demonstrated that there was 
an appetite for such an auction 
in Ireland. The primary driver 
for FTMTA in organising this 
auction was to provide an 
additional sales channel for 
stock from its member firms 
and the association feels that 
the event was successful in this 
regard. The FTMTA will review 
the event in detail but is strongly 
considering holding similar 
sales in the future which would 
continue to be open to lots from 
FTMTA members only. 
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Väderstad launches new  
CrossCutter Disc for improved mixing
Väderstad has launched the CrossCutter Disc to improve the mixing of 
trash and soil at shallow depths of 2-3cm on stubbles, cover crops and 
on ploughed land, achievable at speeds of up to 20kph but with a low 
horsepower requirement. CrossCutter Disc is fitted to the Väderstad Carrier 
and has a working width of 3m to 12.25m. The new disc has a diameter of 
450mm and is produced in high-quality V-55 Swedish steel. Each disc is 
individually mounted to a rubber suspended disc arm for enhanced ground 
contouring across the full working width of the machine. Being a shallow-
disc cultivator, the CrossCutter Disc is ideal for incorporating cover crops, 
while minimising the risk of problems in the following crop, according 
to Väderstad. It has also shown great results on cereal stubbles, where its 
intense shallow cultivation helps tackle grassweeds, such as blackgrass. 
On ploughed land, CrossCutter Disc is able to create a seedbed. The new 
CrossCutter Disc will be available for Väderstad Carrier 300-400, Carrier 
420-820 and Carrier 925-1225 from December 2017.

Väderstad’s new CrossCutter Disc. 
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Philip Connell, Valtra tractor sales manager, Ireland; Brian Mahon, chairman, Offaly NPA; Anna May McHugh, 
managing director, National Ploughing Association; and Richard Miller, AGCO Ltd. The Valtra n174 won the 
National Ploughing Association Machine of the Year Awards 2017 with its new smart-touch system.

Andrew Dowdell, sales manager, Bridgestone Firestone Tyres, showing the new 
Firestone Maxi Traction tyre at this year’s National Ploughing Championships. 

Gary Daley, sales director, Farmec Ireland, in front of the new Farmec SIP 
rake. Farmec showcased a full range of SIP grass equipment, MX loaders, 
Sulky equipment and Twose hedge cutters. 

Diarmuid Claridge, general manager, Pottinger Ireland; Jennifer Doyle, WR Shaw; and Leslie 
Shaw, Portumna Agri Ltd, the main Pottinger dealer. 

Gary Ryan, CEO, Farm Tractor & Machinery Trade Association (FTMTA); Conor McGuinness, FTMTA 
membership service; Colin Gleeson, area manager, Massey Ferguson Ireland; and Robin Nicholls, 
managing director, AGCO Finance. 

IAM Agricultural Machinery displayed the Bomford Turner Flailbot. This is a remote-controlled 
track mower – ideal for rough terrain and steep inclines.

Flashback to the Ploughing
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Claas Academy opens
FTMTA member firm, Claas, opened an 
impressive, state-of-the-art, training centre 
recently in support of its UK and Ireland 
business. The Claas Academy is located 

at Saxham in Suffolk and 
will facilitate the training 
of service personnel 
and other staff from the 
Claas dealer network in 
the UK and Ireland. The 
official opening of the 
new academy marks the 
first phase in an overall 
redevelopment of the 
Saxham site within which 
the Claas head office for 
the UK and Ireland is co-
located with local dealer, 
Manns. It was interesting 
to note from some of the 
comments made during 
the opening ceremony 
that many of the same 
difficulties encountered 
in Ireland in terms of 
attracting high-calibre 
new recruits to a career 
as agricultural service 
technicians are also 
encountered in the UK. A 
career in the modern farm 
machinery industry can be 
a rewarding, challenging 
and interesting one and it is 
incumbent on the industry 
to sell itself better as a 
career option if it wants 
to attract suitable young 
people to work within its 
ranks. To paraphrase one 
of the speakers at the Claas 
opening, an industry that 
is very good at marketing 
its products will have to 
become significantly better 
at marketing itself as a 
career.

Irish Claas dealers Maurice Kelly, Kellys of Borris; Timmy 
McCarthy, McCarthy Plant and Agri Sales Ltd; and Trevor Tyrrell, 
CEO of Claas UK Ltd, at the opening of the Claas Academy. Templetuohy Farm Machinery Ltd

9-6 Monday to Friday and 9-1 Saturdays
Out of hours also available 

visit TFMLTD.com for more details

0% Finance options 
12 months nationwide warranty

Trade ins accepted
HP from 90 – 195

Specifi cation options available

0% Finance options 
12 months nationwide warranty

0% Finance options 
12 months nationwide warranty

0% Finance options 

Trade ins accepted
12 months nationwide warranty

Trade ins accepted
12 months nationwide warranty

HP from 90 – 195
Trade ins accepted
HP from 90 – 195

Trade ins accepted

Specifi cation options available

0% Finance options 
12 months nationwide warranty

0% Finance options 
12 months nationwide warranty

0% Finance options 

Trade ins accepted
12 months nationwide warranty

Trade ins accepted
12 months nationwide warranty

HP from 90 – 195
Trade ins accepted
HP from 90 – 195

Trade ins accepted

Specifi cation options available

Contact David Murray TFM Hire Manager on 087-2473074 for more details 

2017 JOHN DEERE 
HIRE TRACTORS

Arriving Back Daily

Templetuohy Farm Machinery Ltd

9-6 Monday to Friday and 9-1 Saturdays
Out of hours also available 

visit TFMLTD.com for more details

0% Finance options 
12 months nationwide warranty

Trade ins accepted
HP from 90 – 195

Specifi cation options available

0% Finance options 
12 months nationwide warranty

0% Finance options 
12 months nationwide warranty

0% Finance options 

Trade ins accepted
12 months nationwide warranty

Trade ins accepted
12 months nationwide warranty

HP from 90 – 195
Trade ins accepted
HP from 90 – 195

Trade ins accepted

Specifi cation options available

0% Finance options 
12 months nationwide warranty

0% Finance options 
12 months nationwide warranty

0% Finance options 

Trade ins accepted
12 months nationwide warranty

Trade ins accepted
12 months nationwide warranty

HP from 90 – 195
Trade ins accepted
HP from 90 – 195

Trade ins accepted

Specifi cation options available

Contact David Murray TFM Hire Manager on 087-2473074 for more details 

2017 JOHN DEERE 
HIRE TRACTORS

Arriving Back Daily

Templetuohy Farm Machinery Ltd

9-6 Monday to Friday and 9-1 Saturdays
Out of hours also available 

visit TFMLTD.com for more details

0% Finance options 
12 months nationwide warranty

Trade ins accepted
HP from 90 – 195

Specifi cation options available

0% Finance options 
12 months nationwide warranty

0% Finance options 
12 months nationwide warranty

0% Finance options 

Trade ins accepted
12 months nationwide warranty

Trade ins accepted
12 months nationwide warranty

HP from 90 – 195
Trade ins accepted
HP from 90 – 195

Trade ins accepted

Specifi cation options available

0% Finance options 
12 months nationwide warranty

0% Finance options 
12 months nationwide warranty

0% Finance options 

Trade ins accepted
12 months nationwide warranty

Trade ins accepted
12 months nationwide warranty

HP from 90 – 195
Trade ins accepted
HP from 90 – 195

Trade ins accepted

Specifi cation options available

Contact David Murray TFM Hire Manager on 087-2473074 for more details 

2017 JOHN DEERE 
HIRE TRACTORS

Arriving Back Daily

John Deere 200x283.indd   1 31/10/2017   10:15IFM_November_2017.indd   62 01/11/2017   15:03



 www.irishfarmersmonthly.com

MACHINERY NOVEMBER 2017 62

Templetuohy Farm Machinery Ltd

9-6 Monday to Friday and 9-1 Saturdays
Out of hours also available 

visit TFMLTD.com for more details

0% Finance options 
12 months nationwide warranty

Trade ins accepted
HP from 90 – 195

Specifi cation options available

0% Finance options 
12 months nationwide warranty

0% Finance options 
12 months nationwide warranty

0% Finance options 

Trade ins accepted
12 months nationwide warranty

Trade ins accepted
12 months nationwide warranty

HP from 90 – 195
Trade ins accepted
HP from 90 – 195

Trade ins accepted

Specifi cation options available

0% Finance options 
12 months nationwide warranty

0% Finance options 
12 months nationwide warranty

0% Finance options 

Trade ins accepted
12 months nationwide warranty

Trade ins accepted
12 months nationwide warranty

HP from 90 – 195
Trade ins accepted
HP from 90 – 195

Trade ins accepted

Specifi cation options available

Contact David Murray TFM Hire Manager on 087-2473074 for more details 

2017 JOHN DEERE 
HIRE TRACTORS

Arriving Back Daily

Templetuohy Farm Machinery Ltd

9-6 Monday to Friday and 9-1 Saturdays
Out of hours also available 

visit TFMLTD.com for more details

0% Finance options 
12 months nationwide warranty

Trade ins accepted
HP from 90 – 195

Specifi cation options available

0% Finance options 
12 months nationwide warranty

0% Finance options 
12 months nationwide warranty

0% Finance options 

Trade ins accepted
12 months nationwide warranty

Trade ins accepted
12 months nationwide warranty

HP from 90 – 195
Trade ins accepted
HP from 90 – 195

Trade ins accepted

Specifi cation options available

0% Finance options 
12 months nationwide warranty

0% Finance options 
12 months nationwide warranty

0% Finance options 

Trade ins accepted
12 months nationwide warranty

Trade ins accepted
12 months nationwide warranty

HP from 90 – 195
Trade ins accepted
HP from 90 – 195

Trade ins accepted

Specifi cation options available

Contact David Murray TFM Hire Manager on 087-2473074 for more details 

2017 JOHN DEERE 
HIRE TRACTORS

Arriving Back Daily

Templetuohy Farm Machinery Ltd

9-6 Monday to Friday and 9-1 Saturdays
Out of hours also available 

visit TFMLTD.com for more details

0% Finance options 
12 months nationwide warranty

Trade ins accepted
HP from 90 – 195

Specifi cation options available

0% Finance options 
12 months nationwide warranty

0% Finance options 
12 months nationwide warranty

0% Finance options 

Trade ins accepted
12 months nationwide warranty

Trade ins accepted
12 months nationwide warranty

HP from 90 – 195
Trade ins accepted
HP from 90 – 195

Trade ins accepted

Specifi cation options available

0% Finance options 
12 months nationwide warranty

0% Finance options 
12 months nationwide warranty

0% Finance options 

Trade ins accepted
12 months nationwide warranty

Trade ins accepted
12 months nationwide warranty

HP from 90 – 195
Trade ins accepted
HP from 90 – 195

Trade ins accepted

Specifi cation options available

Contact David Murray TFM Hire Manager on 087-2473074 for more details 

2017 JOHN DEERE 
HIRE TRACTORS

Arriving Back Daily

John Deere 200x283.indd   1 31/10/2017   10:15IFM_November_2017.indd   63 01/11/2017   15:03



 www.irishfarmersmonthly.com

ICMSA  John Comer NOVEMBER 2017 64

The Government’s minor concession on Stamp Duty in 
October does not warrant a positive response from the 
farming community. Anger has, if anything, grown over 
the complete failure of the Budget to address any of the 
specific problems that the Irish Creamery Milk Suppliers 
Association (ICMSA) has repeatedly highlighted. 
While I was very happy to congratulate State agencies, 
local councils and utility operations on their excellent 
performance and response to Hurricane Ophelia, the 
excellence of that response only underlines the abject non-
response from Government to numerous issues that loom 
menacingly over the agri-sector and which were within 
Minister for Finance Paschal Donohoe’s power to resolve in 
the recent Budget.

Consanguinity Relief
The contrast between the Budget’s treatment of property 
developers – who will receive a full refund of their 6 per 
cent Stamp Duty in the event of development starting on 
the sites they purchase within 30 months of that purchase – 
and farmers trying to purchase land for farm consolidation 
purposes on the open market, is very instructive. Unless 
farmers fall under the now broadened consanguinity 
parameters, they will pay a full 6 per cent without any 
refund at any stage. Removing the under-67 age limit for 
Consanguinity Relief was welcome but, realistically, that 
age limit had always been arbitrary and unfounded and the 
widening of availability for Consanguinity Relief in no way 
addressed the problems that farmers seeking to consolidate 
their holdings through purchase of lands on the open 
market will encounter. To be honest, the consanguinity 
concession is disappointingly short of what was required 
and farmers will, justifiably, feel that the discrimination 
against them contained in the Budget announcement had 
not been rectified.

Farm Management Deposit Scheme
If the Stamp Duty move was disappointing then the non-
action on the Farm Management Deposit Scheme (FMDS) 
was completely mystifying – and not just to ICMSA, 
who, over a three-year period, systematically met all the 

Departments of State and agencies with an interest in the 
matter. At these meetings, I have drawn attention, time and 
again, to the wrecking ball effect that excessive price and 
income volatility is having on our ‘flagship’ family dairy-
farm system. We have pleaded and cajoled the authorities 
to look at our own FMDS, which is based on a tried and 
trusted model employed in several countries and which 
permits farmers to deposit money within the State in the 
‘good’ years, which they can draw down and access in 
the ‘bad’ years when price collapses and incomes follow 
in tandem, allowing farmers some degree of financial 
predictability. 
Our scheme was completely State-regulated and tax-
compliant and effectively amounted to a ‘rainy day fund’ 
that would be administered by the Irish State.
The model had been readily discussed and lobbied with 
those in position to implement it and we had received 
a very positive response. Unfortunately, on Budget day, 
there was a complete failure of acknowledgement towards 
the FMDS and it means that on every substantive 50-50 
call, Minister Donohoe and the cabinet went against the 
farmers.

‘Fast’ tractor testing 
Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, Shane Ross, 
announced the new legal requirement for a National Car 
Test (NCT) for ‘fast’ tractors at the recent Road Safety 
Authority (RSA) forum. The decision to implement laws 
forcing tractors that travel distances of 25km or more, 
with a capacity greater or equal to 40kph, to have an NCT, 
appears to be another ‘solo’ decision by Minister Ross. 
There appears to have been no consultation with farmers, 
nor has there been an opportunity to amend or contribute 
to the legislation. This will result in yet another arbitrary 
cost to farmers and agricultural contractors, along with 
the hassle and administration burden involved. That this 
appears to be a cut-and-paste of proposed UK legislation 
(where it was decided not to proceed with it), speaks 
volumes. In the interests of a workable distinction, Minister 
Ross must urgently clarify the definition of ‘commercial 
road haulage’ as referred to in SI 413 of 2017.

Budget 2018: a failure for farmers
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PROTECTING YOUR LIFE AND LIVELIHOOD IS 
FOCUS OF NATIONAL FARM SAFETY CONFERENCE

Tragically, Ophelia claimed three lives as it battered the 
country on October 15, and in its aftermath, two farmers 
– one in Cork and one in Wicklow – were killed while 
carrying out repairs to their buildings. One man fell from a 
teleporter, while the other fell from a ladder. In what is still 
the country’s most dangerous profession, adding a hurricane 
to the mix is hugely worrying for the farming community.  
According to the HSA, farm workplace deaths have, sadly, 
spiked in 2017. 
“Active, daily management of safety and health risks in 
agriculture needs to be prioritised and urgently addressed by 
all farmers,” according to the HSA. 
And this priority will be highlighted at the national 
conference, which takes place in The Auburn Lodge Hotel, 
Ennis, Co Clare, on November 17.
Pat Breen, Minister of State for Trade, Employment, 
Business, EU Digital Single Market and Data Protection, 
will open the conference, which will set out current areas 
of greatest concern and describe new approaches to safety 
and health based on national and international research. 
Research findings and prevention approaches will be 
outlined in an effort to reduce the level of farm fatalities, 
accidents and ill health.
Featured speakers (among others) are: Dr Tom Kelly, 
director of knowledge transfer, Teagasc; Professor James 
Phelan, chairman of the Farm Safety Partnership Committee, 
who will discuss understanding fatality trends; JJ Lenehan, 
Teagasc buildings officer who will speak about livestock-
attack prevention; and Jim Dockery, safety training manager, 
Farm Relief Services, who will address tractor and machinery 
safety. There will also be a machinery display featuring 
tractor/trailer and tractor/slurry tanker configurations and 
height-for-hire. 

Who should attend?
Sponsored by FBD Trust, the theme of the conference is 
‘Protecting your Life and Livelihood’ and is particularly 
relevant to farmers, agricultural contractors, trainers and 
agricultural advisers, and, indeed, anyone with an interest in 
safety and health.

Admission
Admission is free but places must be booked with Teagasc: 
065 6828676 or john.g.mcnamara@teagasc.ie
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Following the devastation and destruction 
inflicted across the country by Ex-Hurricane 
Ophelia, and hazards presented to farmers in 
its aftermath, attending the Health and Safety 
Authority’s 2017 annual farm safety conference, 
which will focus on protecting life and livelihood, 
is time well spent, writes Bernie Commins

Inspection campaign to focus  
on safe working at height 
The HSA’s month-long, farm-inspection campaign 
takes place throughout November. Approximately 500 
inspections are planned with a focus on safe working at 
height. After recent severe weather episodes, and with 
the winter months ahead, there is concern that more 
deaths or serious injuries could occur, particularly when 
carrying out repairs on farm buildings. A particular danger 
is falling through fragile roofs or from ladders. Of the 21 
people killed due to farm accidents to date in 2017, three 
of them were as the result of falls from height or falling 
objects. Throughout November, inspectors from the HSA 
will be encouraging farmers to ensure they have the right 
equipment and knowledge to work at height safely. Pat 
Griffin, senior inspector with the HSA, says that work on 
or near roofs can be adapted to make it safer: “We are 
urging farmers to find ways to replace roof fixings from 
underneath using work platforms. If the work can’t be done 
from underneath, use a mobile, elevated work platform 
that allows access without having to stand on the roof 
itself. Also ladders, if used, must be tied or footed, to avoid 
slipping, and should only be used for a short duration.” 
The HSA will also be highlighting the dangers of falling 
objects such as baled and bagged silage which can cause 
crush injuries. 
For further information on safe working at height visit 
www.hsa.ie

For animal welfare issues in the aftermath of Ophelia, or indeed, any severe 
weather event, farmers are advised to keep in touch with the Teagasc adviser 
or contact the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine Animal welfare 
helpline on: Call Save: 0761 064408 Phone: 01 6072379
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So, what is the real secret to a long, healthy life? “Porridge 
oats,” says Leo Donnelly. The Armagh-based Donnelly 
family – comprising 13 siblings, eight brothers and five 
sisters – are aged between 72 and 93, and officially entered 
the Guinness World Records this year as the world’s oldest 
family. An alcohol-free lifestyle of hard work, fresh fruit and 
vegetables, and porridge, twice a day, have all been cited as 
the ingredients for the family’s longevity. 
Peter (an only child) and Ellen (one of 14 children) Donnelly 
established their family farm in Moy, Co. Armagh, in the 
early 1920s. There, they raised 16 children in total, 13 of 
whom are still living. Leo’s twin brother, Austin, who sadly 
passed away in 2015 at the age of 70, had the original idea – 
on the occasion of their sister Maureen’s 90th birthday – of 
putting the family forward to see could they be written into 
history as the world’s oldest family. And for good reason! 
Although two other brothers are no longer living – Michael 
died in a car crash aged just 25, and Oliver died of cancer, 
aged 64 – the combined ages of the 13 remaining siblings is 
1,073 years: Sean (93), Maureen (92), Eileen (90), Peter (87), 
Mairead (86), Rose (85), Anthony (83), Terry (81), Seamus 
(80), Brian (76), Kathleen (75), Colm (73) and Leo (72).  
While their father Peter died at 79, mother, Ellen, lived until 
the age of 94. 

From nature to nurture
Leo says there was never any processed food in the house 
where they grew up. No pesticides were used on the farm 
and the family used their own grain thrasher and rolled 
everything themselves. Such was the quality of the apples 
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AN OLD LIVES’ TALE
 
As the Donnellys from Armagh celebrate becoming record holders for being the 
world’s oldest family, Shauna Rahman reveals the secrets of their longevity lifestyle

7 reasons why oats  are a healthy choice
In terms of healthy eating, porridge ‘ticks all the right boxes’ says 
independent nutritionist, Nuala Collins.

 f Porridge is 100 per cent natural with no added sugar, salt or 
additives and is naturally low in calories. 
It also has a low glycaemic index (GI) and research has found 
that people who eat foods with a low GI like porridge are less 
likely to binge on sugary snacks.

 f It is high in complex carbohydrates and soluble fibre, so 
releases energy slowly. A bowl of porridge should provide all 
the energy you need until lunchtime.

 f Porridge can help lower cholesterol. The type of fibre 
contained in oats, beta-glucan, is an active ingredient that 
helps decrease LDL (low density lipoprotein, or harmful 
cholesterol). 
Porridge is a good source of wholegrain. Diets rich in 
wholegrain can help prevent heart disease.

 f Oats also contain phytochemicals, naturally occurring 
chemicals in plants, as well as the antioxidant, flavonoid, both 
of which, according to numerous studies, help prevent heart 
disease and cancer.

 f People who suffer from type 2 diabetes should try and include 
porridge in their daily diets. As a high-fibre food, it can help 
control and stabilise the blood sugar levels especially when 
supported during the day with a diet with fiber-rich foods.

  Source: Flahavan’s.

Peter and Ellen Donnelly with their eight children.
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Leo, who is the youngest Donnelly at 72, is pictured 
with his brother Sean, the eldest, at 93.

The Donnelly siblings receiving their world record certificate in May 2017.
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and potatoes grown on the Donnellys' 100-acre farm, that 
Leo’s father became one of the first people to obtain a 
licence to export to the UK. 
“Having grown up on a farm, our diet was always made up of 
locally sourced ingredients: free-range pigs and chickens for 
bacon and eggs and vegetables grown in our own backyard. 
We worked with nature, it was a totally natural cycle of 
food, everything eaten was either grown or reared by us – by 
today’s standards our diet would be considered an organic 
one – and our porridge oats were locally sourced.” The habit 
of consuming porridge daily at 7am for breakfast and at 
10pm for supper has carried on with all the siblings. Leo says 
some people find the tradition unusual, but, the living proof 
is here to see. “The key is that you need to get your oats at 
night. Cooked oats, milk, and perhaps a spot of jam on top.”

Age-old celebrations 
The process of seeking recognition from Guinness World 
Records was a tedious one – gathering all the birth certs, 
marriage certs for his sisters whose surnames had changed, 
and proving their identities –  but worth all the effort, 
according to Leo. When word got out about the family trying 
to obtain the world record, media attention followed, with 
the BBC documenting the Donnellys for two years on their 
journey in True North: World’s Oldest Family, a reflective 
portrait of the family, which was released again this summer, 
after originally being released in October 2016.
Armagh’s Lord Mayor, Garath Keating, also invited the 
brothers and sisters and their extended family to a reception 
in their honour in May, and porridge-oat producers, 
Flahavan’s, teamed up with them in September to launch 
National Porridge Week. 
Although Austin died before the world record could be 

verified, Leo says it was a momentous day when they finally 
received the world record certificate in May, two months 
after it was officially declared by the Guinness World 
Records adjudicator. “It was a remarkable day as all the 
siblings travelled over to the family home for the event. It 
was a feeling of completion.”
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Did you know?
There is a place called Porridge Town in Galway!

Availablenow
€9.95

Orderonlineatwww.hearditsay.ie
€12.50 (incl p&p)
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Last month’s book winners:
Timmy O’Reilly, Ringaskiddy, Co. Cork; Eileen O’Connor, Douglas, Cork; Mary Blackburn, Enniscorthy, Co. 
Wexford; Anna McNamara, Nenagh, Co. Tipperary; Niamh Reilly, Tullow, Co. Carlow; Cathal O’Connor, Co. 
Cork; Maureen O’Meara, Leap, Co. Cork; Mick Flynn, Ballina, Co. Mayo;  Martin Cotter, Enfield, Co. Meath; 
Liz Harrington, Kinsale, Co. Cork; Monica Berwick, Newbridge, Co. Kildare; Helen O’Dwyer, Carlow

Queen of the 
Ploughing –  
My Story
Anna May McHugh
‘The embodiment 
of the spirit of rural 
Ireland’. Anna May 
McHugh’s name is 
synonymous with ‘the 
Ploughing’ – the annual 

championships of the National Ploughing 
Association. The event is the biggest 
outdoor agricultural show in Europe and 
Anna May is the driving force behind its 
spectacular growth. Anna May now tells 
her story. Her description of growing up 
as part of a large family in rural Co Laois 
is an evocative and affectionate account 
of an Ireland that is now gone. But, in 
her account of how she went from being 
a secretary of the Ploughing Association, 
her first job, to becoming – to her own 
amazement – its managing director 20 
years later is a story of leadership and 
people skills that are very much of the 21st 
century. Anna May was truly ahead of her 
time.
Still living in Co. Laois, close to where she 
grew up, and now in her 80s, Anna May 
still runs the multi-million-euro operation 
from her home, alongside her daughter, 
Anna Marie. Queen of the Ploughing 
is a captivating read, full of warmth, 
lively stories and Anna May’s sharp 
observations. And it’s not just about Anna 
May’s life, but is also a celebration of the 
best of Irish life over eight decades.
What is the biggest outdoor  
event in Europe?

There was a 
Crooked Man
Cat Hogan
Scott makes enemies 
everywhere. Powerful 
people want him dead. 
He’s coming back to 
Ireland to finish what 
he started. But first, he 

must make it out of Marrakech alive. 
Jen knows Scott will come back. Every 
day, she waits. He almost killed her last 
time and, fuelled by hate and arrogance, 
he’s not a man to ever just move on. But 
her husband and friends believe she has 
spiralled into paranoia. 
So she knows, when he returns, she’ll face 
him alone. 
In this powerful thriller, Hogan plunges 
us into the world and mind of her 
psychopathic killer from the first line and 
relentlessly tightens the tension until the 
very last page.
Who makes enemies everywhere?

The King of 
Lavender Square
Susan Ryan
Saskia watches the 
lives of others from 
her eyrie in Lavender 
Square with a lonely 
fascination. While the 
teacher, the recluse, 

the advertising whizz-kid and the African 
woman and her young son run, rush, dart 
and dash, she knows for sure that she 
will never have anything worth dashing 
to. But sometimes all it takes is a little 
magic to bring people together. And, in 
Lavender Square, where the lavender 
grows in mysterious abundance and 
colours the air with a musky sense of 
love, magic is never very far away.  The 
neighbours, who once passed each other 
by in detached universes, find themselves 
thrown together when they are obliged 
to take care of young Patrick Kimba. His 
mother is seriously ill and no one knows 
when or if she is ever coming home. At 
first they resist the tiresome interruption, 
until quite by accident Patrick’s dream 
of becoming a football star and finding 
his long-lost father becomes theirs, 
and their lives and heartaches become 
woven together in a new and unexpected 
pattern.
What grows in abundance in 
Lavender Square?

Prizes galore
IFM has three excellent page-turners up for grabs this month: Queen of the Ploughing – 
My Story by Anna May McHugh; There was a Crooked Man by Cat Hogan; and The King of 
Lavender Square by Susan Ryan.  
To be in with a chance to win, answer the questions below and send them to: 
Competitions, Irish Farmers Monthly, Units 2-4 Castlecourt, Monkstown Farm, 
Glenageary, Co Dublin. Answers must arrive by Monday, November 20.
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Don’t forget to follow the Irish Farmers Monthly 
 Twitter feed @farmersmonthly 

 

Who’s saying what on Twitter?  
A snapshot of our favourite tweets 

over the past few weeks
Dawn Meats 
@dawnmeatsgroup  
Nature’s Meadow -  
“A philosophy powered by 
passion & pride”
Premium Irish beef and lamb 
produced using traditional 
farming methods.

IrelandsFarmers
@IrelandsFarmers  
Weanlings enjoying their 
breakfast in the sun this 
morning

HYDE WHISKEY 
@HydeWhiskey  
CHICAGO: Pictures from 
San Fran World Spirits 
Competition Expo tonight!

Keoghs Farm 
@Keoghsfarm  
We are busy working in the 
fields today

John Kelly
@j0hn_k  
In calf heifers coming in for 
second shot of salmonella

James Robinson 
@JRfromStrickley  
Cake?!! Did somebody shout 
cake?!

AG of the World 
@AGofTheWorld  
They do come in handy if the 
hairdressers is closed though

WIN A GETAWAY TO THE GOURMET CAPITAL OF IRELAND
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  ACROSS
  1 Ireland’s largest fishing port for domestic landings.
  8 Who has just moved from Six One to Morning Ireland?
  9.  Most popular name for girls born in England and Wales last year.
 10 Rose of Tralee venue.
 12  National airline of the Netherlands. (1,1,1) 
 13 Government body which advises people on financial affairs.
 16 Pharmaceutical giant which employs over 3,000 people in Ireland
 17 Former Armagh manager currently in charge of the Ireland International Rules team.
 18 ____ Saint-Laurent: famous fashion designer.
 21 ___ constrictor: famous species of snake. 
 22 Ireland’s main second level teachers union. (1,1,1,1)
 24 World-famous dog show run by the English Kennel Club.
 25 Donald Trump’s eldest daughter.
 26 Who came second in the 2011 Presidential Election?
 
  DOWN:
  2 Complete the song title: __ ___ Really Going Out With Him? (2,3)
  3 Who is the only England player to have been top goalscorer at the World Cup finals? 
  4 Business degree from UCD, UCC and NUIG. (1,4) 
  5 Which brothers collected such fairy tales as Hansel & Gretel and Cinderella?
  6 How is Paul Hewson better known?
  7 Surname of the three brothers who formed the Bee Gees. 
 10 Which one of Snow White’s seven dwarfs doesn’t have a beard?
 11 Another name for corn.
 14 First name of Brendan O’Carroll’s character Mrs Brown. 
 15 On which mountain did Moses receive the Ten Commandments?
 17 Which singer co-hosted Ireland’s most recent Eurovision (1997) with Carrie Crowley?
 19 It can be transitive or intransitive.
 20 What is the capital of Bulgaria?
 21 Which herb is a key ingredient in pesto sauce?
 22 Complete the song title: The West’s _____.
 23 ____ A Chance On Me: Abba hit.

ANSWERS FOR OCTOBER 2017: ACROSS:  5. Liberator. 8. Tuba. 9. Robinson. 10. Athens. 11. Eulogy. 13. Sawyer. 15. Danube. 
16. King Kong. 18. Saga. 19. Islamabad. DOWN: 1. Tinahely. 2. Ferris. 3. Marble. 4. Moon. 6. Australia. 7. Tóg Go Bog É. 12. 
Lone Star. 14. Room At. 15. Dignam. 17. Gust.

1 2 3 4 5

6 7

8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25

26

This month’s prize is two nights bed & 
breakfast plus one evening meal for two 
people sharing in The Trident Hotel 
Kinsale. The Trident Hotel Kinsale, with 
newly refurbished bedrooms, includes an 
executive wing comprising 30 rooms and 
a penthouse floor of nine luxury suites, 
all with breathtaking views of the harbour 
and the enchanting town of Kinsale. The 
Pier One Restaurant is a member of the 
famous Kinsale Good Food Circle and is 
one of the only waterfront restaurants in 
the gourmet capital of Ireland, offering 
the freshest of seafood and locally 
sourced produce. The Wharf Tavern and 
Terrace has been a welcoming meeting 
place for decades.

With 29 hotels to choose from, why not 
give someone special the gift of ‘choice’ 
this Christmas? Choose from a one or 
two-night break gift voucher in any Select 
Hotel of Ireland for two people ranging 
from €140 to €280. Alternatively, why not 
purchase our cash gift vouchers starting 
from as little as €50. They can be used 
as full or part payment for stays and/
or meals in any of our hotels. Our eGift 
vouchers are perfect for last minute gifts, 
straight to your or their inbox! Beautifully 
presented paper gift vouchers are also 
available. Buy online at  
www.selecthotels.ie or call 1850 200 560.

Last month’s winner
Mary Whitty Hughes,  
Gorey, Co. Wexford

To be in with a chance of winning 
this prize, simply send the answer 

hidden in the red boxes, along with 
your name and address, by post to 

Crossword Competition,  
Irish Farmers Monthly, 

Castlecourt, Monkstown Farm, 
Glenageary, Co Dublin.  
Entries must arrive by  
Monday, November 20

WIN A GETAWAY TO THE GOURMET CAPITAL OF IRELAND
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Model: Mazda2 GT
Price: €21,505
Engine: 1.5 Skyactiv-G 90ps
Fuel consumption (combined) (manufacturer’s figures): 4.5L/100km
CO2 emissions (manufacturer’s figures): 105g/km
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Good looks and reliability are the most striking 
attributes of the Mazda2, writes Bernard Potter

The car’s available at four trim levels, SE, Executive, 
Executive SE and GT. There are four engine options: the 
petrol 1.5 Skyactiv-G engine in three versions, including 
manual and automatic options, and one manual diesel, the 
Skyactiv-D.

Distinctive looks
The Mazda2 is a good-looking car with a rear-leaning cabin 
that gives it a distinctive ready-to-roll appearance. It’s also 
one of the best specced cars in the supermini segment, and 
comes with a tyre pressure monitoring system, halogen 
headlights and a stability and traction control system as 
standard. The model variant under test, the GT, comes 
with a range of additional features including rear parking 
sensors, rear privacy glass and rain-sensing wipers. 

Doughty performer
The 1.5 Skyactiv-G 90ps petrol engine is a doughty 
performer, holding up well on the dual carriageways and 
nippy in urban areas.  

Although it’s a lightweight car, it handles reliably, with its 
G-vectoring control system enhancing grip in turns and on 
bends, particularly on winding country roads. The emphasis 
is on predictability and dependability rather than the 
sportier leanings of several of its segment competitors.
Not untypical of cars of its size, there’s a lot of wind noise 
in the cabin when you take it onto a dual carriageway.
Space inside the cabin is well-designed with adequate 
legroom for driver and passengers. Boot space is typical for 
a supermini.
Prices start at €16,095, but rise pretty quickly as you go 
through the trim levels.
Overall, the Mazda2 will appeal to the motorist who is 
looking for a supermini that emphasises safety and good 
looks.  

READY TO ROLL

CSS Certifies:
 ✓ Staff Qualifications
 ✓ Repair Systems & Specifications
 ✓ Equipment and Parts
 ✓ Repairer’s Insurance Cover
 ✓ SIMI Complaints Coverage

Visit: www.cssrepair.ie

SERIOUS CRASH REPAIR?
Unless you have x-ray vision and the correct  

qualifications how do you know your car has been 
repaired to a standard? 

Look for the Certified Steel Standard (CSS) mark  
for assurance in vehicle body repairs in Ireland     

CSS Standard created by the Society of the Irish Motor Industry
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When is it truly Irish?
Think of Kerrygold or Jameson whiskey, and you think of 
Ireland. Quite often, the consumer buys on provenance. 
We don’t usually look at the small print, especially if the 
product is quite obviously Irish. Take Boyne Valley Honey, 
for instance. There is instant recognition that the product is 
Irish produced – except that it is not! It may be packaged in 
Ireland but, since the central ingredient is not made by Irish 
bees, its Irish provenance is tenuous. But then, Charleville 
Cheese is not made in Cork either, though it is made on 
the island of Ireland, so that’s all right. In an interesting 
branding strategy, Carbery’s Dubliner Cheese is made in 
west Cork.
Erin Irish Potato Soup, despite the explicit reference to a 
product with an Irish origin, is imported. Nothing wrong 
with any of these products; it’s just that an Irish association 
on the label does tend to lead consumers to believe that 
the product originates in this country. The list of Irish-
associated imported food products is longer than one might 
imagine. It includes HB ice-cream and Jacobs biscuits. 
Neither trade on an Irish connection in the name or brand; 
it’s just that, because of an historic Irish link, many people 
assume that the products are Irish-made. Fruitfield Old 
Time Irish Marmalade is a blatant example of trading on 
an Irish connection. However, in this case, even when the 
product was made in Ireland, given the main ingredient – 
orange – it could have always been argued that the ‘Irish’ 
element was a little misleading.
Not many people are aware that the self-proclaimed 
best-selling Irish soup is imported. In fairness, there is no 
obvious ‘Irish’ reference in the Cully & Sully soup brand. It 
was produced in Ireland initially. It is now manufactured in 
Britain. There are still close Cork-based business and family 

name associations with the brand but it is essentially an 
imported soup brand owned by an international company.
Our food choices are full of contradictory provenances. 
Earlier this year, there was a pub-restaurant in Kilkenny 
advertising ‘Kilkenny Mountain Lamb’ on its menu. A 
lovely-tasting product, except that there are no mountains 
in Kilkenny. A little creativity never hurt when it comes to 
marketing a good product. Barry’s Tea is a recognisably Irish 
product, beloved of generations of Irish tea drinkers, except 
that we don’t grow tea in Ireland. Brennans Bread has many 
Irish associations but the central ingredient is imported.
So that brings us to the question of when a product is 
truly Irish. Tayto Crisps comes to mind. The potatoes 
are grown within 20 miles of the Tayto factory in Meath. 
There is little blatantly ‘Irish’ branding and yet the product 
is quintessentially Irish. Flahavan’s porridge is another 
example of a truly Irish product – Irish oats and an Irish 
processing base. Jameson whiskey really is Irish, even if the 
owner is an international drinks conglomerate. The most 
important ingredient has been supplied by generations 
of Irish malting barley growers. Should that change in the 
future, then that Irishness could be diluted by more than 
water.
If Brexit produces a hard border, then food origin will 
become even more confusing. Milk is produced in the north 
and processed in the south. Pigs are bred in the Republic 
and processed in Northern Ireland. The same goes for other 
food products. The provenance will remain Irish, but not 
necessarily of EU origin. Food products could carry Irish 
and EU stamps or Irish and UK stamps of provenance, but 
not all three. We are set to get a lot more confused about the 
provenance of our food.

 www.irishfarmersmonthly.com

VERY END NOVEMBER 2017 74

 Use medicines responsibly. Trodax® 34% w/v solution for injection contains nitroxynil. Trodax® is 
a registered trademark of Merial Ltd. © Merial Ltd 2017.  All rights reserved. Legal category POM-VPS 
(UK), LM (Ireland).  Advice on the use of this or alternative medicines must be sought from the medicine 
prescriber. For further information refer to the datasheet, contact Merial Animal Health Ltd CM19 5TG, or 
call the Merial Customer Support Centre on 0800 595 699 (UK), 1 850 783 783 (Ireland). 

Trodax® is the fast-acting fl ukicide that   
gets straight to the point of fl uke control.  

● Fast acting and highly effective

● Kills both adult and late immature fl uke

● No reported resistance

● Proven through generations of use

Speak to your vet or animal health supplier today   
about using Trodax for effective fl uke control.

Looking for a 
trusted fl ukicide 
for cattle 
and sheep?

Merial is now part of Boehringer Ingelheim
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Bovilis Bovipast RSP contains inact. BRS strain EV908, PI-3 strain SF-4 Reisinger and Mannheimia haemolytica A1 strain M4/1
Bovilis IBR Marker Live contains live, attenuated IBR marker vaccine BHV-1 strain GK/D (gE_ ).
For the active immunisation against infectious bovine rhinotracheitis virus.
Use medicines responsibly
Withdrawal periods: zero days. Legal Categories: ROI  POM(E)  NI  POM-V .
For further information see SPC, contact prescriber or MSD Animal Health,
Red Oak North, South County Business Park, Leopardstown, Dublin 18, Ireland.
Tel: +353(0)1 2970220. E-Mail: vet-support.ie@merck.com Web: www.msd-animal-health.ie
*   Mannheimia haemolytica
§  Anon 2014. AFBI/DAFM, All-island Animal Disease Surveillance Report 2013.IE
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 Why vaccinate with Bovilis Bovipast RSP?
• Reduces the use of antibiotics

• Increases productivity and in turn, the profi tability of your farm

•  Protects against Pasteurella* & Viral Pneumonia (RSV and PI3) - among the
most common causes of pneumonia in young stock§ (<12 months old)

Reduce the risk of pneumonia
striking down your weanlings this autumn

Licensed for concurrent use with Bovilis IBR Marker Live.

 The ONLY vaccine to protect your weanlings against
Pasteurella* & Viral Pneumonia

Pasteurella* RSV

PI3

For more information visit

bovilis.ie

TECHNOLOGY

TECHNOLOGY
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