Sustainable and
efficient farming go
hand in hand and can
also preserve your
farm business and
the environment for
future generations
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Farmers who are certified members of
the Bord Bia Quality Assurance Schemes and
who participate in a farm sustainability
survey as part of their audit, are the first link
in Origin Green. Origin Green is Ireland’s
national food sustainability programme.

Sustainability is part of the entry criteria
in every sector and every marketplace
in which the Irish food industry competes.
Retail and foodservice customers, as well
as food and drink manufacturers, are
increasingly committed to ‘sustainable
sourcing’ from suppliers with robust and
recognised certification, such as the
Bord Bia Quality Assurance Schemes.

Origin Green is assisting the Irish food
industry to partner with existing and new
trade customers in the delivery of these
customers’ sustainability plans and goals.

Origin Green verified member companies
account for more than 90 per cent of
Ireland’s total food and drink exports.
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‘We realised that we needed to become part of
something that would guarantee the viability
of our farm into the future. Being part of Origin
Green, everything is measured, so we can prove
to those that we want to sell to, that we are as
good as we say we are. The main benefit of the
scheme is that it eradicates inefficiency. If we
all become more efficient, we’re improving the
environment, while also getting the most for our
money. A lot of people would be surprised by the
fact that they are already carrying out many of
the procedures required, especially if you are in
the Quality Assurance Scheme. | would encourage
all farmers to become Origin Green members.’

Origin Green beef and tillage farmer,
David Johnson, Redcross, Co. Wicklow

Key improvement measures: BEEF

- Longer grazing season

- Lower age at first calving

» Increased calving rate

- Improved growth rate

+ Improved efficiency of nitrogen use
+ Improved slurry management

Sustainable farming in action

‘Il am involved with Origin Green
so that | can bring my business to
another level as an expanding dairy
farmer. Origin Green links profitability
with carbon reductions. The targets
are realistic - and we exceed some
of them. There is much more to be
gained. It is an exciting time. | am
the fourth generation working this
farm, my kids are the fifth generation.
Origin Green is making a huge
contribution to helping preserve the
land for future generations.’

Origin Green dairy farmer, Joe Hayden,
Killaveney, Tinahely, Co. Wicklow

Key improvement measures: DAIRY

- Increased Economic Breeding Index
- Longer grazing season

- Improved efficiency of nitrogen use
- Improved slurry management

. Energy efficiency






