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On November 
12th, southern 
white rhinoceros 
Nyala delighted 
us all by giving 
birth to a beautiful 
male calf. Nyala 
is a perfect first-
time mother. Nyala 

is estimated to weigh around 
1,700kg and her imposing presence 
contrasts with the surprisingly 
soft, soothing sounds she makes 
when communicating with her calf 
as well as her gentle nudging and 
guiding of the calf. The calf’s feet 
are ridiculously large and he is full of 
energy and curiosity.  
 
Come and see the calf in the African 
Plains the next time you are visiting 
Dublin Zoo!
 
Leo Oosterweghel

Director’s message
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Dublin Zoo is celebrating the birth 
of a southern white rhinoceros calf. 
The male calf, yet to be named, was 
born to first-time mother Nyala and 
father Chaka in November and weighs 
approximately 50kg. 
Nyala’s calf marks another significant success for 
Dublin Zoo as part of the European Endangered 
Species Programme, established to assist the survival 
of the southern white rhinoceros. 
Helen Clarke-Bennett, team leader of the African 
Plains, said: “We are absolutely thrilled to welcome 
another southern white rhinoceros calf to Dublin 
Zoo. The newest addition to the herd is Nyala’s 
first calf, which is very special and she has taken 
to motherhood extremely well. The calf is healthy, 
strong, feeding well and full of life already!”
The newest member of the herd now joins Sam, Reni, 

Chaka, Zanta, Nyala, Ashanti and Zuko (born at Dublin 
Zoo in 2016) in the African Plains. Lucky visitors 
will be able to get a glimpse of mother and calf by 
looking through the window into the Rhinoceros 
House. 
It is estimated that 20,000 of these animals exist 
in the wild and the majority are found in southern 
Africa. Poaching for rhino horn is the most significant 
threat to the wild population.
Dublin Zoo financially supports the conservation 
organisation Lowveld Rhino Trust, which is based in 
Zimbabwe and helps protect rhinos from poachers.

ZOO NEWS

Scimitar-horned oryx born at 
Dublin Zoo 

The animal care team at Dublin Zoo was 
delighted with the recent births of two scimitar-
horned oryx, a species classified as extinct 
in the wild by the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN). Born in October 
and November, the newest additions bring the 
herd total to seven. The scimitar-horned oryx 
was once widespread across northern Africa but, 
due to overhunting, habitat loss and competition 
with domestic livestock, they have gradually 
disappeared from the wild. Since 2013, Dublin 
Zoo has financially supported the reintroduction 
programme for the scimitar-horned oryx in 
Tunisia. Currently, there are over 200 oryx in 

semi-wild areas in four national parks across Tunisia. These semi-wild areas are 
an immediate step between zoo animals and the idealised free-ranging herds.

New home for gorilla Mayani 
Western lowland gorilla Mayani left Dublin Zoo in September to join a new troop at 

Antwerp Zoo, Belgium. This move is part of a European breeding recommendation. 

Mayani was born in 2001 in Barcelona Zoo. She was rejected by her mother after 

birth, so she was moved to the Stuttgart Gorilla Nursery where she was hand-

reared. In 2005, when she was four years old, she came to Dublin Zoo. It was a great 

success when the troop accepted her. During Mayani’s time at Dublin Zoo, she gave 

birth to female gorilla Kambiri, who was born in 2011.

rhino birth

Revamped entrance 
to Dublin Zoo
If you recently visited Dublin Zoo, you 
may have noticed the annual pass and 
groups entrance is undergoing a complete 
renovation. The new entrance, which is 
due to be completed around Easter time, 
next year,will allow for a much better 
visitor experience and will help us serve 
you better! There will also be increased 
capacity for annual pass holders, groups 
and online tickets, as well as increased 
accessibility for wheelchair users.
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EAZA CONTRIBUTIONS TO CONSERVATION 2014 - 2016

CONTRIBUTING TO

Animals in zoos act as ambassador species for ecosystems and help raise awareness and 
generate funds for conservation. Conservation is central to the Dublin Zoo ethos and it 
actively supports and funds many conservation projects in the wild.

Dublin Zoo is a member of EAZA (European Association of Zoos and Aquaria). This organisation encourages cooperation between 
zoos and they also represent zoos at an international level, e.g. within the European Union, United Nations, and IUCN (International 
Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources). EAZA sets high standards for animal care in their member zoos and 
aquaria.

CONSERVATION IN NUMBERS
Between 2014 and 2016, EAZA members contributed €25.4 million to conservation projects. As you can see in the illustration 
below, this expenditure was spread across the globe, supporting 430 species in nine different regions and shows the great effort 
that EAZA zoos are making to protect and conserve a wide variety of threatened species.

* EAZA has over 370 member institutions in 44 countries throughout Europe and the Middle East. This data accounts for just 87 members and, according to EAZA, does 
not give the full story of its conservation work. 

Based on the information available in the EAZA 
Conservation database on April 5th 2017.

CONSERVATION

87 MEMBERS 430 SPECIES 350 PARTNERS SUPPORT IN 
9 REGIONS

NORTH 
AMERICA

CARIBBEAN

MULTIPLE REGIONS

CENTRAL
AMERICA

OCEANIA

SOUTH
AMERICA

EUROPE

MIDDLE 
EAST

AFRICA

ASIA

25.4m

0.4%
0.1%

4%

0.3%

5%

14%

4%

7%

42%

22%
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Citron-crested cockatoos are beautiful, 
intelligent parrots that are facing a real 
threat of disappearing from the wild. Sandra 
Molloy, Registrar/Conservation and Research 
Coordinator as well as Coordinator of the 
European zoo breeding programme for this 
subspecies, outlines Dublin Zoo’s involvement 
with the conservation of these birds.

LIFE IN THE WILD
Citron-crested cockatoos live mainly in forests on Sumba, an island in 
Indonesia, where they eat a variety of seeds, nuts, berries, flowers 
and fruit. They will, however, sometimes eat food grown on farms. 
Outside of the breeding season, they live in large flocks but form 
breeding pairs as the breeding season approaches. Citron-crested 
cockatoos require large trees with suitable hollows to nest in, where 
they lay, on average, two eggs. Both parents help rear the chicks.

THREATS
Citron-crested cockatoos used to be very common on Sumba. 
Researchers visiting Sumba regularly meet older people who used 
to be sent out to the fields as children to stop the birds from eating 
crops but now most children on Sumba have never seen a citron-
crested cockatoo. The main threats are unsustainable trapping for the 
pet trade and habitat loss.

PET TRADE – Citron-crested cockatoos are both beautiful and 
intelligent and have, therefore, been highly sought after as pets. In 
the 1980s, thousands were exported annually from Sumba to supply 
the pet trade. A census in 1992 estimated that there were just 3,200 

Citron-crested cockatoos

Photo credit: Thomas Arndt, ZGAP.

FACTFILE

The scientific name for 
citron-crested cockatoos 

is Cacatua sulphurea 
citrinocristata. Citron-
crested cockatoos are 

a subspecies of the 
yellow-crested cockatoo, 

Cacatua sulphurea.

Name

Citron-crested cockatoos 
are beautiful, white 

parrots with an orange-
and-white crest. They 

also have pale-orange ear 
spots and light-yellow 

feathers under their 
wings and tail feathers. 

Description

Body length 
of 32-34cm; 
males are 

slightly larger.

Size

There is very little 
information on the 

lifespan of wild 
birds but some 
birds in human 

care can live to be 
over 40 years old.

Longevity



7MATTERS

cockatoos

*The IUCN (International Union for the Conservation of Nature) Red List is a list of species with information on their status in the wild. If a species is 
believed to be threatened with extinction they are listed in one of the following categories depending on the severity of the threats they are facing: 
Critically Endangered, Endangered or Vulnerable.

left on Sumba with annual exports of 1,600. 
Since 1994, there has been a ban on citron-crested cockatoo 
exports and, in 1999, they were declared fully protected in 
Indonesia. Some birds are still caught for trade on the black 
market but awareness-raising activities on Sumba are having a 
positive impact. 

HABITAT LOSS – Citron-crested cockatoos depend on the 
forest for both food and nesting. Forest cover on Sumba has 
fallen by over 90%, meaning there is much less habitat for 
these birds to live in.

WHAT IS DUBLIN ZOO DOING?
SUPPORTING RESEARCH ON SUMBA
Since 2011, Dublin Zoo has been providing funding for 
research on Sumba, which is carried out by ZGAP (Zoologische 
Gesellschaft für Arten- und Populationsschutz), a German 
conservation organisation, and Burung Indonesia (Bird 
Indonesia). Although fewer birds are being caught for the 
pet trade, the population has not increased as hoped. It was 
believed that this might be due to fewer birds successfully 
rearing chicks. A research project was established to 
investigate why breeding results were poor in the wild in the 
hope that we could find ways of helping to improve the results. 
Unfortunately, the number of nesting cockatoos encountered 
was very low, so it was decided to conduct an island-wide 
census. Current estimates of the wild population suggest that 
there are between 500 and 5,000 birds remaining so more 
accurate numbers are vital for planning conservation measures 
for this bird.

COORDINATING THE EUROPEAN ZOO BREEDING 
PROGRAMME
The European Zoo Breeding Programme for this subspecies 
was started in 1992 and Dublin Zoo took over this programme 
in 2004. Coordinating the breeding programme involves 
maintaining a healthy zoo population, which can act as an 
insurance population for the wild population. In addition to this, 
information gathered by keeping these birds in zoos may help 
with conservation planning in the wild.

CITRON-CRESTED COCKATOOS IN DUBLIN ZOO
In 2016, Dublin Zoo began caring for a juvenile flock of citron-
crested cockatoos. In the wild, young birds flock together 
before forming pairs for breeding. It is believed that flocking 
young birds together in zoos is important for their development 
(as they are social and intelligent birds) and it allows them to 
choose their own mate for breeding. 

WHAT CAN YOU DO?
Try to ensure that any products made from trees (e.g., paper, 
cards, furniture) come from sustainable sources. Loss of 
forests has not only impacted the citron-crested cockatoos but 
thousands of other animals as well.
The pet trade has pushed the citron-crested cockatoo and 
many other animals to the brink of extinction. If you feel you 
have the expertise and dedication to keep an exotic animal as a 
pet, please ensure it has not been taken from the wild.

Only found 
in the wild 

on the island 
of Sumba in 
Indonesia.

Range

Found mainly in 
forests but will 

venture over 
agricultural 

areas.

Habitat

Wild seeds, 
berries, fruit, nuts 

and flowers but 
will also eat some 
cultivated crops.

Diet

Critically 
endangered. Current 

estimates suggest 
the population in 

the wild is between 
500 and 5,000.

IUCN Red 
List status*
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Dublin Zoo is delighted to open its gates for this brand-
new winter event, which is a celebration of wildlife 
using giant silk lanterns. The illuminated pathways will 
guide visitors on a journey through the Zoo and there are 
surprises around every corner, including giant flowers, 
flamingos, lions, tigers, elephants, and giraffes – all 
beautifully crafted from silk lanterns! 

A UNIQUE EXPERIENCE
Over 12,000m of silk, 19,000 bulbs and 5,000m of LED 
lights have gone into the creation of Wild Lights. A huge 
elephant tower has been built using 215,000 pieces of 
porcelain, including plates, cups and spoons, which have 
been hand tied by a team of craftspeople. While visiting, 
you won’t miss the dazzling giant dragon! 

IMMERSIVE EXPERIENCE
The red lanterns that mark the route through Wild 
Lights bring the Chinese lantern culture to the fore. The 
Chinese lantern tradition is thousands of years old and 
historically marked the harvest seasons. Adding to the 
immersive experience at Dublin Zoo is a marketplace 
featuring some uniquely talented Chinese artists. Visitors 
can also experience live shows by Chinese performers. 
Chinese themed food and drinks will be available to 
complete the experience! 

Wild Lights is a magical night-time experience where you can explore the familiar 
pathways of Dublin Zoo in a new light.

Welcome to

The tallest of the lanterns at 
Wild Lights is the porcelain 

elephant tower at 18m. 
The longest lantern is the 

dragon, which is 30m long, 
roughly the same length as 

The Ha'penny Bridge!  
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Tickets must be pre-booked at www.dublinzoo.ie and are not available to purchase at the 
gate. Tickets cost: €20 for adults, €16 for OAPs and students, and €15 for children. Annual 
pass holders: €18 for adults and €12 for children. Children under the age of three go free.

Wild Lights runs until Sunday, January 7th, 2018. Throughout December, Wild Lights is open seven 
days a week from 5-9pm, except for Christmas Eve, Christmas Day and St Stephen’s Day.

*****
I went to the Wild Lights at Dublin Zoo with 

my wife and two daughters, 14 and eight 

yrs. The instructions were crystal clear and 

the entrance was well managed with good-

humoured staff. The Wild Lights display was 

phenomenal, the colours against the dark 

were just beautiful. There was ambience 

about the evening with music being played 

at a very acceptable level. We had a very 

enjoyable night!

PAUL CLARKE

*****Absolutely beautiful and completely worth the money considering how much effort has gone into organizing the event. TREASA NÓRA NÍ BHLIGHE

*****
A must see on a dark night, 

lovely display well thought 

out in terms of animal 

themes/birds/plants. 

Spectacular dragon!!!

JOSEPH MGUNI  

NÍ BHLIGHE

Read some of the five-star Facebook 
reviews from visitors who have already 

experienced the magic of Wild Lights.

*****
I visited the Wild Lights last night with my sister all the 

way from lovely Leitrim. Absolutely fantastic, what a 

great night. It is such a spectacular event – a credit to 

all the artists involved. It was such a pleasure from the 

moment we got there, the staff so helpful and happy! 

ANNE MCGOURTY



Orangutan Conservation
Orangutans are listed as critically endangered on the IUCN Red List— the biggest threats 
facing orangutans are habitat loss and hunting. Dublin Zoo’s conservation partner, the 
Orangutan Foundation, safeguards three areas of critical orangutan habitat in Borneo, 
Indonesia. One of these areas is the Lamandau Wildlife Reserve, which Keeper Aisleen 
Greene and Team Leader Ciaran McMahon recently visited. 

DAY 1
We travelled by boat to the Lamandau Wildlife 
Reserve in Pangkalan Bun where we met the 
Orangutan Foundation team. The Reserve is a tiny 
pocket of protected land (63,998 hectares) and 
home to an estimated 600 orangutans. It contains 
five camps, with staff quarters, research facilities, 
and food stores, and a veterinary clinic at Camp 
Gemini. The main access to the park is by the 
Lamandau River, which is protected full-time by 
eight guard posts.
At Camp JL we met four infants – Timtom, Mona, 
Nyunyu and Boy. They were eating after a long day 
playing in the camp ‘orchard’. It was a very exciting 
start as this is the first time we have been this close 
to infant orangutans. The four infants, ranging in 
age from 20-36 months, had been kept as pets and 
were surrendered by locals following awareness 
and education programmes run by the Foundation.
While there, a semi-wild female, Dedek, wandered 
into the camp. Dedek was released from the camp  
about 10 years ago and stayed in the area. She 
raised a male, Dollar, who is now completely wild. 
The Foundation team were delighted to see that 
Dedek was pregnant again. It's exciting news as 
they were unaware that a wild male was in the 
area, which is promising news for the species. 

Jakarta

Singapore

Sumatra

Borneo

Lamandau 
Wildlife reserve

Malaysia

Map of South 
East Asia

Equator

Aisleen Greene and Ciaran McMahon from the animal care team at Dublin Zoo.

Dublin honourShortly after our visit, Dedek gave birth. In honour of our visit, and 
in recognition of Dublin 
Zoo’s ongoing support, the Foundation named the newborn Dublin!

Early morning at Camp JL, the infants were exploring the nursery trees. Wild orangutans stay 
with their mothers until they are eight to nine years old. They learn to climb at two to three 
years of age, navigating small trees, much like the canopy here. However, even though they 
are only babies, they travel very quickly and it is thrilling to watch them explore overhead. 
Three hours later, the tired infants return to their night areas for food and rest. Their main 
diet consists of forest vegetation and is supplemented with bananas and pineapples.
Afterwards, at Camp Siswoyo, a juvenile female approximately five years old, was navigating 
a more mature canopy as part of the Foundation's soft-release programme. The trees here 
are much taller, similar to the surrounding forest and the older juvenile is better able to 
move in these surroundings. She explores for longer than the infants, is more confident and 
developing better survival skills that she will use in the wild.
We then visited the largest camp, Camp Gemini, where one particular female resides 
permanently. She was blinded by gunshots and cannot be released into the wild.
At a feeding station about 500m into the forest, we observe two wild females with very 
young infants. It was a breathtaking moment to be that close to wild animals and to see 
such young infants.

DAY 2
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Orangutan Conservation

Reforestation
Since the formation of the Reserve in 1998, the land where 
it is located has been rejuvenated. Previously it was used 
for logging, farming and mining, which meant much of 
the area's primary forest was depleted. Now, trees are 
flourishing and the forest is returning to its original 
grandeur. Farming still threatens the Reserve's 
western borders. In 2015, 10% of the 
Reserve was severely damaged 
due to fire, which was set to 
clear farmland. With Dublin 
Zoo's support, the Orangutan 
foundation provides regular 
patrols and fire-fighting 
equipment. 

DAY 4
Together with a government official and Foundation staff, we set sail 
for Camp Rasak to release the orangutans. To avoid attracting too much 
attention from locals, we departed from a quiet dock, away from the 
town. At Camp Rasak, I had the privilege of opening the box and releasing 
the mother and juvenile to the wild. It was a thrilling moment and within 
seconds they had climbed into the canopy. They spent a few minutes 
taking in their surroundings before moving on. This area is not highly 
populated by orangutans, which means there will be less competition for 
resources, such as food, and gives them a better chance of survival.
Back at the camp, two juvenile orangutans were released into the 
wild under the soft-release programme. These two are old enough and 
demonstrating good survival skills. However, they will be observed by 
Foundation staff every day from sunrise to sunset for 30 days to ensure 
they are eating, constructing nests correctly and are in good health. The 
staff were confident they would be successful.

Dublin Zoo support
Our visit to the Lamandau Reserve was a completely unforgettable 
experience. It really highlighted the direct impact and importance of 
the support Dublin Zoo provides. The passion and dedication of the 
Foundation staff that we witnessed can only succeed with continued 
funding from Dublin Zoo and the zoo communities.
The unrestricted access we had to this magnificent ecosystem will live 
long in our memories and has strengthened our drive and motivation to 
support the vital conservation work they do.
Words cannot express the gratitude we feel towards our hosts, whose 
professionalism and friendship allowed us to be part of their passionate 
team, and we thank you.

Camp Rasak
Camp JL
Camp Siswoyo
Camp Gemini
Camp Buluh

The support from Dublin Zoo has helped the Foundation purchase over 5,058 hectares of land to expand the reserve, shown here in light green.

11MATTERS

DAY 3
At 4am, we travelled about 30-
40 minutes outside Pangkalan 
Bun, where Foundation staff 
had observed an orangutan 
that was close to workers on a 
palm oil plantation. Concerned 
for its wellbeing, we travelled 
to the site with staff to help 
move it to safety. We had to 
abandon our vehicles and 
hike into the forest where we 
found the orangutan in her 
nest. When she came out, we 
discovered that there were two 
orangutans there – a mother 
and an older juvenile. We had 
to follow the two orangutans 
into the forest and tranquilise 
them so we could transport 
them to a safer location. Once 
we had both animals safely 
secured, a vet examined them 
and they were given food and 
water. We had the honour 
of naming them and chose 
Aideen for the mother and 
Aisleen for the juvenile. We 
then travelled to a government 
facility in Pangkalan Bun, 
where they had to be seen by 
a government vet and have 
paperwork processed.

DAY 2

Lamandau 
Wildlife 
Reserve 
Map



Creating habitats that encourage the growth of flora and fauna is an important aspect of 
habitat design.

Like human homes, many of the animal 
houses in the Zoo need to be kept warm 
in colder weather. To help keep this heat 
energy inside – and to keep some of the 
animals, such as the rhinos and hippos, 
comfortable – Dublin Zoo has planted 
greenery on the roof.
The green roof stops the heat from 
leaking out and being wasted. The mat 
of the soil and plants helps insulate the 
house, keeping it warm in winter and 
cool in summer. Not only is this good 
for the animals, but it keeps the energy 
bills down and is great for native birds, 
insects and plants.

NATURAL SPONGE
Because they soak up water, green roofs also slow down 
heavy rainwater, keeping it from rushing into rivers and 
causing floods. Like massive sponges, these green areas 
are much better than plain roofs.

Proud sustainability partner

Living rooftops
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GREEN ROOFTOP WILDLIFE
A variety of invertebrates and native birds can be found on the green roofs at Dublin Zoo. Some of these 
include:

INVERTEBRATES: NATIVE BIRDS: 

Slugs Blackbirds

Snails Starlings

Worms Thrushes

Woodlice Robins

ACTIVITY FOR YOUR HOME 
What’s the coldest room or spot in your 
house? Have a think about what you could 
do to keep it warm. Is there a draught 
you could stop? How often is your door 
left open? Can you insulate the windows 
better? If you were an animal, what would 
you do? Polar bears are really good at 
staying warm, with cosy fur, a thick layer 
of fat under their skin and hollow hair for 
added insulation!

We’re saving energy and we’ve made a new home 
for local wildlife. In summer, this roof is buzzing 
with insects and birds. Green roofs are especially 
important for habitats in cities and towns.

ARE YOU READY TO BECOME 
AN ECO EXPLORER?
Next time you are visiting Dublin Zoo, explore 
the entire Eco Explorers Sustainability trail and 
see how many Explorer Badges you can collect! 
Download the SSE Airtricity’s Eco Explorers App 
from the App store or Google Play store.



Annual Pass To Dublin Zoo
Annual passes make a great present and they 
are not just for Christmas! As well as enjoying 
unlimited visits to Dublin Zoo for a full year and 
supporting wildlife conservation, pass holders 
can also avail of free access to Fota Wildlife Park, 
Edinburgh Zoo, Paignton Zoo, Colchester Zoo 
and Twycross Zoo in the UK.

Individual annual pass – E120
Family annual pass – E180

Make Christmas extra special for your loved ones this year with a unique gift from Dublin Zoo.

Christmas gift guide

Add magic to that special someone’s 
Christmas with tickets to Wild Lights, a 
spectacular night-time event at Dublin 
Zoo. Embark on an enchanted trail to 
discover a dazzling array of giant silk 
lanterns inspired by wildlife. Visitors will 
also be wowed by Chinese performers, 
while enjoying Chinese cuisine and warm 
drinks before browsing in the Chinese craft 
market, all in one unforgettable setting. 

Tickets must be pre-booked at www.DublinZoo.ie and are not 
available to purchase at the gate. Tickets cost: €20 for adults, 
€16 for OAPs and students, and €15 for children. Annual pass 
holders: €18 for adults and €12 for children. Children under 
the age of three go free.

Wild Lights runs until Sunday, January 7th, 2018. Throughout December, Wild 
Lights is open seven days a week from 5-9pm, except for Christmas Eve, 
Christmas Day and St Stephen’s Day. 

Dublin Zoo Gift Cards
Gift Cards 
range from 
€25-€150

Wild Lights – A Dazzling 
Christmas Experience!

All items can be purchased from 
the Dublin Zoo website 

www.dublinzoo.ie
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 Terms and Conditions: Digital photo bundle will be allocated to your existing annual pass and will expire when your annual pass expires. One digital photo bundle per guest - please note that the photopass holder must be in the photo to 
qualify. To avail of this offer, please present your valid annual pass card to a member of the Magic Memories team who are located inside the main Dublin Zoo entrance. Allows unlimited digital copies of all photographs taken subject to 

photography point availability. Please allow 24hrs for all digital images to become available online. Digital images are available via the link provided by email on registration. Photo content at the discretion of photography availability. This 
photo bundle excludes event and experience photography. This is a limited offer and can be terminated at any time. General Terms and Conditions and Privacy policy applies.

Exclusively for annual pass holders
All your digital photos for 12!

This winter we are offering Annual Passholders
ALL your digital photos for just  12!
This is for all of December, January & February
To redeem this fantastic offer simply present your Annual Passholder 
pass at the photo desk and get collecting!

Adopt An Animal
Give your loved one a very 
special gift with our adoption 
packages. Choose their favourite 
animal to support from one of 
nine animals that are threatened 
in the wild. The proceeds from 
your purchase will go towards 
the upkeep of your adopted 
animal. This is a fantastic gift for 
any age! With the adopters' box, 
adopters will receive a cuddly 
toy, an adoption certificate, a 
print of your adopted animal, 
a badge, and an adoption card 
with information about your 
adopted species, as well as a 
free entry pass to Dublin Zoo.
Adoption boxes cost €40 and 
adoption packs are priced 
between €35 - €140. Log onto 
www.dublinzoo.ie for full details.



Deaths

HATCHES, MATCHES & 
DISPATCHES

A female citron-crested 
cockatoo has arrived from 
Birdworld, UK, to join the 
juvenile flock of cockatoos at 
Dublin Zoo.

Seven Chilean 
flamingo chicks 
recently hatched at 
Dublin Zoo.

Two scimitar-
horned oryx were 
born. This brings the 
total herd number at 
Dublin Zoo to seven. 
See Page 4 for more 
details.

A male 
southern 
white 
rhinoceros 
was born in 
November to 
proud mother 
Nyala and 
father Chaka. 
This is Nyala’s 
first calf. See 
Page 4 for 
more info.

Two turquoise 
dwarf geckos 

have arrived from 
Birmingham 

Wildlife 
Conservation

Park, UK.
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Male siamang 
gibbon, 
Gadget, has 
died at the age 
of 28. Gadget 
was born in 
Dublin Zoo in 
1989 and had 
six offspring.

Hatches

Arrivals

Kitoko, a female western 
lowland gorilla, passed 
away on November 19th. 
Kitoko had been unwell 
for some time and had 
been receiving around-
the-clock intensive care 
from the animal care and 
veterinary team. Kitoko’s 
mother, Lena, and the 
rest of the troop have 
been calm since her 
passing. At present, the 
exact reason for Kitoko’s 
death is still unknown and 
Dublin Zoo is awaiting the 
results of a postmortem. 
The team at Dublin Zoo is 
extremely saddened by 
this unexpected loss.

Henri, a male hippopotamus at the Zoo, 
died on November 17th. Henri was almost 
40 years of age. This is a very good age 
for a hippopotamus. Henri was born in 
Amsterdam Zoo in the Netherlands in 1977 
and came to Dublin Zoo in 1986. He fathered 
10 calves during his time at Dublin Zoo.
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FOR MORE DETAILS ON ALL EVENTS, SEE WWW.DUBLINZOO.IE

DATE MORNING
DATES: February 17th and 18th
TIMES: 8:00am-10:00am
A date with a difference! Bring your special someone 
for an early morning tour with exclusive keeper talks 
and a picnic for two. Over-16s only.
Places are limited, pre-booking online required. 
TICKETS GO ON SALE: December 11th via 
www.dublinzoo.ie
PRICE: €75 per couple.
For more information, call (01) 474 8932 or email 
events@dublinzoo.ie

DINOSAUR WEEKEND
DATES: March 3rd and 4th
Did you know that dinosaurs dominated the Earth for 100 million 
years? Learn more about dinosaurs and evolution at this fun and 
informative family event, which will take place at Zoorassic World. 
 
ST PATRICK'S DAY
DATES: March 17th
TIME: 12:00pm-4:00pm
Celebrate St Patrick’s Day at Dublin Zoo – there will be live 
traditional music, snakes and ladders, face-painting plus themed 
activities and keeper talks.

MARCHFEBRUARY

DISCOVERY AND LEARNING EVENTS
PRE-BOOKING IS ESSENTIAL FOR THE EVENTS BELOW. TO BOOK, CALL (01) 474 8932 OR EMAIL EDUCATION@DUBLINZOO.IE

BIRD WATCHING TRAIL
DATES: Sundays, January 28th, February 
25th and March 25th
TIME: 11:00am-12:30pm 
Learn more about our native birds 
under careful guidance from our expert 
birdwatcher. 
AGE: All ages
COST: Annual pass holders free. Non-
annual pass holders €15 per adult and 
children €10.

LIFELONG LEARNING AT DUBLIN ZOO
DATES: Wednesdays, February 14th and 
March 14th
TIME: 11:00am-12:00pm
Recognising the vast knowledge 
and experience older people have 
to share, this programme facilitates 
talks referring to zoos, national 
parks worldwide and the changing 
relationship of humans, wildlife and the 
environment. More dates available on 
request.
COST: €10 includes entry to Dublin Zoo.

PARENT AND TODDLER SESSIONS
DATES: Wednesdays, February 21st and 
March 7th and 21st
TIMES: Session 1: 10:00am-11:00am  
 Session 2: 11:30am-12:00pm
Our parent and toddler mornings give 
toddlers an opportunity to learn more 
about Dublin Zoo’s wonderful wildlife 
through stories, crafts and visits to 
some of the habitats. 
AGE: Recommended for up to 3 years.
COST: Annual pass holders €5. Non-
annual pass holders €10 per adult and 
children free.

DUBLIN ZOO KIDS CLUB
DATES: Saturdays, February 10th and 
24th, March 10th and 24th, April 7th 
and 21st
TIMES: 11:00am-12:30pm
An exclusive six-module programme 
focusing on a different animal or 
group of animals in Dublin Zoo in each 
session. 
AGE: 8-12 years
COST: Annual pass holders €55. Non-
annual pass holders €75. Includes 
camp t-shirt and Dublin Zoo animal 
passport. Please note, payment must 
be made prior to the first session.

SPRING WORKSHOPS: JUNIOR WORKSHOP
DATES: Wednesday and Thursday, 
February 14th and 15th
TIME: 10:00am-2:30pm
Fun, educational one-day workshops 
that harness springtime activities. 
Suitable for children aged 6-12 years.
TO BOOK: Pre-booking from January 8th 
at 9am. Please visit www.dublinzoo.ie
COST: Annual pass holders €25. 
Non-annual pass holders €30.

SPRING WORKSHOP: YOUNG 
CONSERVATIONIST
DATES: Friday, February 16th 
TIME: 10:00am-2:30pm
Find out more about real-world 
conservation.Perfect for young people 
who have graduated from junior camps 
or workshops.
AGE: 13-16 years
TO BOOK: Online only. Pre-booking from 
January 8th at 9am. Please visit  
www.dublinzoo.ie
COST: Annual pass holders €25. Non-
annual pass holders €30.

WILD BEHAVIOUR AT THE ZOO
DATES: Saturdays, February 17th and 
March 24th
TIME: 11:00am-12:30pm
We invite you to learn how we ensure 
animals are kept active, busy and 
stimulated in their environment through 
‘enrichment’. 
AGE: 8-12 years
COST: Annual pass holders €5. Non-
annual pass holders €10 per child.

EASTER WORKSHOP: JUNIOR WORKSHOP
DATES: Wednesday and Thursday, April 
4th and 5th 
TIME: 10:00am-2:30pm
Children, ages 6-12 years, can engage 
in one of our day workshops to learn 
about our animals and native species.
TO BOOK: Online only. Pre-booking from 
February 27th at 9am. Please visit 
www.dublinzoo.ie
COST: Annual pass holders €25. 
Non-annual pass holders €30.

EASTER WORKSHOP: ZOOLOGY, WHAT’S IT 
ALL ABOUT?
DATES: Friday, April 6th
TIME: 10:00am-2:30pm
An interactive programme about the 
animal world in Dublin Zoo and beyond. 
Suitable for teens, between 13 and 16 
years, who are interested in animals or 
careers working in zoology.
TO BOOK: Online only. Pre-booking from 
February 27th at 9am. Please visit 
www.dublinzoo.ie
COST: Annual pass holders €25. Non-
annual pass holders €30.

DINOSAUR DISCOVERY
DATES: February, 10th, 15th, 16th and 
24th, March 10th and 24th 
TIMES: 
Session 1: 10:00am-11.15am (6-8 
years)
Session 2: 12:00pm-1.15pm (9-12 
years)
Calling all budding palaeontologists. 
Delve into our dig site to uncover 
fossils of some fearsome dinosaurs 
with specialist equipment. Meet 
Stan, our full-size Tyrannosaurus rex 
skeleton, and learn about his many 
living relatives on Earth today.
COST: Annual pass holders €10 per 
child. Non-annual pass holders €15 
per child. Pre-booking is essential.




